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arnard  ac- 
cepted me  as 
a junior  year  trans- 
fer student,  found 
me  a scholarship,  a 
loan,  and  even  a 
room  in  Johnson 
Hall.  Great  profes- 
sors helped  me 
catch  up  to  the 
other  English 
majors  in  Latin, 
medieval  English, 
and  British  history. 

I learned  to  pour  tea!  My  father  lived  just 
long  enough  to  take  pride  in  seeing  me 
accept  Barnard’s  Amy  Loveman  Poetry 
Prize  at  graduation. 


award  recipients  in 
a 25-year-old  land- 
mark class  action 
suit  for  discrimi- 
nation against  wo- 
men in  hiring.  I 
knew  that  some  of 
this  unexpected 
‘back  pay’  ought  to 
go  to  the  women’s 
college  that  gave 
me  such  a good 
start.  I chose  to 
fund  two  successive 
charitable  gift  annuities  with  Barnard.  These 
will  help  the  College  accomplish  its  goals  as 
well  as  give  me  immediate  tax  benefits  and 
lifetime  annual  payments.  It  gives  me  great 
satisfaction  to  do  this.” 


Alice  Lotvin  Birney  ’59 


“After  completing  a doctorate,  teaching 
college,  and  publishing  a first  book,  in 
1973,  I began  cataloging  English  literature 
at  the  Library  of  Congress.  In  1 990,  I was 
appointed  the  Library’s  literary  manuscript 
historian,  in  which  position  I continue, 
happily  in  charge  of  over  2,000  collections 
of  important  cultural  papers. 

“I  have  worked  all  my  life,  but  for  over  40 
years  I could  only  afford  to  repay  Barnard 
with  modest  annual  donations.  Suddenly,  in 
2002,  I became  one  of  the  hundreds  of 


For  more  information  about  charitable  gift 
annuities  and  other  ways  to  remember  Barnard 
through  your  estate,  please  contact: 

Barnard  College 

Office  of  Planned  Giving 

3009  Broadway 

New  York,  NY  10027-6598 

Phone:  212.854.2001 

Toll-free:  1.866.257.1889 

E-mail:  plannedgiving@barnard.edu 

Online:  www.barnard.edu/ giving 


The  Athena  Society 

@ //  Barnard  College 


Donors  of  Planned  Gifts  are  invited  to  join  The  Athena  Society 
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Fernand  Leger’s  “The  Luncheon” 


Roy  Lichtenstein’s  “Still  Life  with  Silver  Pitcher” 


Acts  of  Love 

Kudos  to  the  magazine  and  Merri 
Rosenberg  for  the  article  on  caregiving 
(“Acts  of  Love,”  Winter  2004).  As  a 
feminist  issue,  a leadership  issue,  and  a 
Barnard  issue,  we  all  need  to  pay 
attention  to  complex,  costly,  and  con- 
suming caregivers’  needs  and  the  often 
underwhelming  support  provided  by 
our  society.  By  the  way,  there  are  also 
good  support  groups  online. 

Lauren  E.  Storck  '66,  Ph.D. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Inspired  by  Anna 

I enjoyed  reading  Anna  Quind- 
len’s  keynote  address  at  Leadership 
Council  in  the  Winter  2004  issue.  She 

Barnard  Trivia 

What  year  did  Barnard’s 
centennial  class  graduate? 

6661  tjsmsuy 


LETTERS 


so  eloquently  phrases  the  contribution 
that  the  women’s  college  experience 
has  on  our  lives. 

Ashley  Reis  ’00 
Asheville,  JV.  C. 

CORRECTIONS 

In  “Adventures  in  Job  Hunting” 
(Winter  2004),  the  reference  to  the 
Barnard  Alumnae  Network  Database 
should  have  stated  that  alumnae  can 
search  the  database  for  free  at  the 
Office  of  Career  Development  or  pay 
$10  for  a stall'  member  to  perform  the 
search. 

The  obituary  of  Renee  Geen 
incorrectly  identified  the  professor  who 
sponsored  Geen’s  doctorate  as  Joseph 
Bedier.  Geen’s  sponsor  was  Jean  Hytier. 

In  “An  Artistic  Eye,”  the  image  of 
Roy  Lichtenstein’s  “Still  Life  with  Sil- 
ver Pitcher”  was  transposed;  the  pitch- 
er should  be  facing  the  left.  The  image 
of  Fernand  Leger’s  “The  Luncheon” 
was  incorrectly  identified  as  part  of  the 
collection  of  Virginia  and  Bagley 
Wright  and  the  artist’s  first  name  was 
misspelled.  The  Leger  is  part  of  the 
collection  of  Samuel  and  Ronnie  Hey- 
man,  New  York.  In  the  sidebar  on 
curators,  Stephanie  Barron  ’72  should 
have  been  identified  as  the  chief  cura- 
tor of  modern  and  contemporary  art 
at  the  Los  Angeles  County  Museum  of 
Art,  not  the  Museum  of  Contempo- 
rary Art,  Los  Angeles. 

In  the  articles  about  Barnard’s 
historic  buildings  in  the  past  two  issues, 
we  misstated  the  name  of  the  Nation- 
al Register  of  Historic  Buildings.  The 
correct  name  is  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places. 

We  regret  the  errors. 
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PRESIDENT  S PAGE 


BY  JUDITH  SHAPIRO 


The  Lowdown  on 

the  Higher  Education  Act 

In  1965,  the  year  Congress  passed  the  Social  Security 
Act  Amendments  that  established  Medicare  and  ush- 
ered in  an  unprecedented  era  of  improved  health  and 
longevity  for  America’s  retired  and  elderly,  it  also 
passed  a less  known,  but  equally  transformative, 
piece  of  legislation — the  Higher  Education  Act  (HE A). 


This  law  heralded  a new  epoch  of  educational  opportu- 
nity and  expanded  horizons  for  America’s  youth.  When  Pres- 
ident Lyndon  Johnson  signed  the  act,  he  said  of  its  purpose: 
“A  high  school  senior  anywhere  in  this  great  land  of  ours  can 
apply  to  any  college  or  university  in  any  one  of  the  50  states 
and  not  be  turned  away  because  their  family  is  poor.” 

Now,  nearly  four  decades  later,  the  public  is  paying  close 
attention  to  White  House  proposals  and  Capitol  Hill  debates 
on  the  future  of  Medicare.  But  most  Americans  are  unaware 
that  in  Washington,  drastic  changes  are  also  being  proposed  for 
our  system  of  higher  education. 

Every  five  years,  Congress  must  reauthorize  the  HEA,  and 
this  year  the  responsibility  is  in  the  hands  of  the  1 08th  Congress. 
Previously,  the  HEA  renewal  process  served  mainly  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the 

D government  to 

rastic  changes  are  strengthen  and 

enhance  the 
programs  that 

system  of  higher  education.  provide  students 

with  need-based 

loans  and  grants.  This  time  around,  though,  we  are  witnessing 
a willful  failure  by  leading  members  of  Congress  to  focus  on 
strengthening  the  Pell  Grant  program  and  the  other  aid  pro- 
grams that  are  the  heart  of  the  HEA.  Replacing  that  vital  focus 
is  a drive  for  new  legislation  that  would  give  the  federal  govern- 
ment exceptional  control  over  the  institutional  policies  and 


being  proposed  for  our 


internal  workings  of  colleges  and  univer- 
sities, both  public  and  private.  If  these 
bills  pass  and  are  incorporated  into 
the  HEA,  decisions  on  curriculum 
development  and  faculty  hiring  at  a 
college  like  Barnard  will  be  subject 
to  federal  interference  and  control.  It 
is  a chilling  prospect. 

In  our  country,  the  saga  of  higher 
education  in  the  latter  half  of  the  20th  century  and  up  to  this 
moment  is  a great  success  story.  As  the  original  authors  of  the 
HEA  intended,  many  millions  of  Americans  have  received  col- 
lege and  graduate  degrees,  and  moved  on  to  professions  that 
were  wholly  inaccessible  to  their  parents  and  grandparents. 
Today,  whatever  her  level  of  academic  achievement,  her  special 
talents,  her  career  goals,  or  her  dreams  of  serving  society,  a high 
school  graduate  has  a variety  of  educational  options.  Across  the 
nation,  students  are  attending  schools  that  range  from  small  lib- 
eral arts  colleges  to  large  state  universities,  from  engineering 
schools  to  institutes  for  the  fine  arts,  from  highly  selective  four- 
year  institutions  to  open-enrollment  community  colleges. 

Regardless  of  its  individual  mission,  every  American  col- 
lege— public  or  private — is  already  highly  accountable  and 
heavily  regulated  in  virtually  every  sphere  of  its  organization 
and  practice.  It  must  follow  the  dictates  of  its  governing 
board,  and  meet  the  academic,  fiscal,  and  facilities  standards 

continued  on  page  64 
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THROUGH  THE  GATES 


Let  the  Games  Begin! 

Professor^  “ Reacting  to  the  Past ” class  wins  prestigious  award 


When  it  comes  to  re-enacting 
the  past  Barnard-style,  every- 
one seems  to  be  getting  into 
the  act-  literally — and  loving  it. 

What  Professor  Mark  Carnes,  Ann 
Whitney  Olin  Professor  of  History, 
began  in  1 996  as  a way  to  engage  stu- 
dents in  Barnard’s  First-Year  Seminar 
through  the  use  of  games  (complete 
with  roles,  rules,  and  victory  objec- 
tives), has  led  to  four  “Reacting  to  the 
Past”  courses  and  a number  of 
Barnard-sponsored  conferences,  with 
the  students  themselves  teaching  the 
“Reacting”  model  to  faculty  from  a 
dozen  colleges  across  the  United  States. 

Each  “Reacting”  course  consists 
of  two  or  three  games,  ranging  from 
Confucian  scholars  in  Ming  China  to 
Puritans  debating  the  fate  of  Anne 
Hutchinson,  who  was  accused  of 
heresy.  Reading  materials  provide 
the  history  of  each  event  as  well  as 
information  about  the  key  players  so 
students  can  understand  their  char- 
acters and  faithfully  present  their 
cases.  At  the  Barnard-sponsored 
“Reacting”  classes,  educators  also  go 
through  this  process  in  abbreviated 
versions  of  the  games. 

Impressed  with  what  “Reacting” 
has  accomplished,  the  TIAA-CREF 
Institute  in  March  awarded  the  class  the 
prestigious  2004  Theodore  M.  Hes- 
burgh  Award  for  educational  innova- 
tion and  faculty  development.  “Beyond 
the  obvious  public  recognition  benefit 
to  Barnard,  I am  also  extremely  happy 
that  the  creativity  and  perseverance  of 


Mark  Carnes  gets  this  sort  of  informed 
professional  validation,”  says  Provost 
Elizabeth  Boylan.  Carnes  plans  to  use 
the  award's  $30,000  cash  grant  to  run 
conferences  on  the  “Reacting”  model  at 
Barnard  and  other  campuses. 

What  makes  “Reacting”  such  an 
effective  learning  method? 

It’s  “motivational  magic,”  Carnes 
says.  “It  gets  students  to  plunge  into  the 
past  and  engage  with  difficult  materials.” 

Students  are,  in  fact,  among  the 
class’s  most  ardent  supporters  and  have 
been  instrumental  in  shaping  its  design 
and  spreading  it  to  other  institutions. 

“We  often  get  a lot  of  skepticism 
from  faculty  when  they  first  come  to  a 
conference  because  of  the  whole  notion 
that  college  students  shouldn't  be  play- 
ing games,”  says  Dana  Johnson  04, 


who  recruits  and  coordinates  faculty 
participants  of  training  conferences. 
“But  then  they  see  that  the  game  struc- 
ture gets  people  involved  and  engaged 
in  historical  debate.”  When  they  take 
the  games  back  to  their  students,  she 
continues,  “they’re  getting  results  they 
would  never  have  imagined.” 

Now  you  can  get  into  the  act,  too, 
during  a “Trial  of  Galileo”  session  at 
Barnard  on  June  19  and  20.  For  more 
information  on  the  session,  which  will 
be  hosted  by  Professor  Carnes  and 
sponsored  by  the  Alumnae  Association 
of  Barnard  College,  call  212-854-2005 
or  send  an  e-mail  to  alumnae 
affairs@barnard.edu.  For  more  infor- 
mation about  “Reacting,”  visit 
www.barnard.columbia.edu/ reacting. 

Debbie  Harmsen 
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Oh,  the  Places  You’ll  Go 

Veterinarian  shares  tales  of  pets  and  the  city  at  annual  senior  dinner 


With  “ Our  Roaring  20s ” as  the  theme  of  this  year’s  traditional  senior  class  banquet,  pearls  were  the 
accessory  of  choice. 


Keynote  speaker  Amy  Attas  ’80  (right)  with  her 
husband,  Stephen  Shapiro,  and  President 
Judith  Shapiro. 


Sporting  fringed  flapper  dresses  and  seqnined  headbands, 
members  of  the  Class  of  2004  got  into  the  Roaring  ’20s 
theme  of  their  senior  banquet  on  Feb.  26,  sponsored  by  the 
Alumnae  Association  of  Barnard  College.  Even  President  Judith 
Shapiro  got  into  the  spirit,  serenading  the  students  with  two  of 
the  decade’s  hits:  “What’ll  I Do?’"  and  “Bye-Bye  Blackbird." 

Noting  that  women  of  the  1920s  broke  away  from  the  tra- 
dition of  the  past,  Class  President  Catherine  Chung  '04  said  the 
class  chose  the  theme  “Our  Roaring  20s”  because  “we’re  on  the 
brink  of  so  many  changes  and  embracing  all  these  different 
changes,  from  disappointments  to  grand  moments  of  brilliant 
success.” 

The  evening’s  keynote  speaker,  Amy  Attas  ’80,  has  certainly 
had  her  share  of  both.  Attas  always  wanted  to  be  a veterinarian. 
“I  wrapped  Ace  bandages  on  my  stuffed  animals,”  she  said. 

She  was  rejected  the  lirst  time  she  applied  to  the  College  of 
Veterinary  Medicine  at  Cornell  University,  and  she  was  later  fired 
from  the  veterinary  practice  she’d  hoped  to  buy. 

But  she  was  convinced  she’d  chosen  the  right  path.  After 
earning  a master’s  in  animal  behavior  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  she  entered  its  school  of  veterinary  medicine  and 
went  on  to  found  CityPets,  the  largest  house-call  private  veteri- 
narian practice  in  Manhattan.  Her  practice  serves  more  than 
5,000  of  the  city’s  dogs  and  cats;  clients  include  Billy  Joel  and 
Kevin  Kline,  as  well  as  Barnard  alumnae  Erica  Jong,  Joan  Rivers, 
and  Suzanne  Vega. 

Attas — who  shares  her  home  with  her  husband,  Stephen 
Shapiro,  and  two  rescued  pug  dogs — is  an  outspoken  advocate  on 
pet  welfare.  She  is  on  the  board  of  the  Veterinary  Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  NYC  and  is  involved  with  The  Humane  Society  of  the 
United  States.  “It  always  comes  back  to  education,  which  is  why 
I was  so  pleased  to  come  back  to  Barnard,”  she  said. 

-Mem  Rosenberg  '78 
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Barnard  Talent  on  Exhibit  at  The  Met 

Faculty , alumnae  contribute  to  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  show 


The  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art’s  major  summer  exhibi- 
tion, “Childe  Hassam,  Ameri- 
can Impressionist,"  is  in  many  ways 
a Barnard  production.  The  show, 
which  opens  June  10  and  runs 
through  Sept.  1 2,  is  the  first  scholar- 
ly retrospective  in  a museum  since 
1972  of  Hassam's  work.  The  exhib- 
it showcases  works  by  Hassam,  who 
is  recognized  as  America’s  leading 
Impressionist  painter,  and  will 
include  oil  paintings,  watercolors, 
prints,  and  pastels. 

H.  Barbara  Kallman  Weinberg 
'62,  the  Alice  Pratt  Brown  Curator 
of  American  Paintings  and  Sculp- 
ture at  the  Metropolitan,  serves  as 
the  curator  of  the  exhibition  and  is 

the  principal  author  of  the  scholarly  catalogue  (which  was 
edited  by  Carol  Levy  Fuerstein  ’58). 

Other  alumnae  who  work  at  the  museum  include  Hilde 
Limondjian  '58,  general  manager,  concerts  and  lectures; 


Childe  Hassam,  “ The  Victorian  Chair, 
1906.  Oil  on  wood,  30  ^8  x 25  inches. 


Doralynn  Pines  '69,  associate  direc- 
tor for  administration;  and  Robie 
Rogge  ’68,  publishing  manager,  spe- 
cial publications. 

And  although  they’ve  decided  to 
remain  anonymous,  two  alumnae 
have  lent  some  of  their  own  Hassam 
works  to  the  exhibition. 

Weinberg  will  give  three  lectures 
about  Childe  Hassam:  "Hassam  in 
the  City,”  May  11;  “Hassam  in  the 
Country,”  May  18;  and  “Hassam  at 
Poet  Celia  Thaxter’s  Salon  on  Apple- 
dore  Island  in  Maine,”  May  25.  Sask- 
ia  Hamilton,  director  of  Women 
Poets  at  Barnard  and  an  assistant 
professor  in  the  English  department, 
will  participate  in  the  May  25  lecture. 
The  Alumnae  Association  of 
Barnard  College  is  sponsoring  a tour  of  the  exhibition  on  June 
22.  For  details,  call  212-854-2005  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
alumnaeafTairs@barnard.edu. 

— MR 


WHEN  WILL  A WOMAN  BE  PRESIDENT? 

Political  pundits  say  cash  and  a strong  support  system  are  essential 


f a woman  is 
ever  going  to 
set  up  shop  at 
| 1600  Pennsylva- 

nia Ave.,  it's  going 
to  take  a network 
of  friends  support- 
ing her,  increased 
visibility  for  fe- 
male politicians,  and  a strong  will  to  fly  in 
the  face  of  the  culture's  seeming  double 
standard  for  women,  noted  political  insid- 
ers at  the  March  8 panel  at  Barnard, 
"What  Will  It  Take  for  a Woman  to  Win  the 
White  House?" 

"We  need  to  encourage  each  other's 


Carol  Moseley 
Braun 


ambition,”  said  Marie  C.  Wilson,  co-founder 
and  president  of  the  White  House  Project/ 
Women's  Leadership  Fund  and  author  of 
Closing  the  Leadership  Gap:  Why  Women 
Can  and  Must  Help  Run  the  World  (Viking 
Press,  2004). 

Eleanor  Clift,  co-author  with  Tom 
Brazaitis  of  Madam  President:  Women  Blaz- 
ing the  Leadership  Trail  (Routledge,  2003) 
and  Newsweek  contributing  editor,  pointed 
to  difficulties  in  fundraising  and  trying  to  bal- 
ance work  with  family  responsibilities. 
Women  also  tend  to  take  failure  more  per- 
sonally, she  added. 

Another  deterrent:  The  media  and  the 
public  judge  women  on  personal  attributes 


such  as  their  "hair,  hemline,  and  husband," 
said  Carol  Moseley  Braun,  a former  U.S.  sen- 
ator and  former  ambassador  to  New  Zealand 
who  campaigned  for  the  2004  Democratic 
presidential  nomination. 

It  would  validate  the  authority  and 
increase  the  visibility  of  women  politicians  if 
more  were  to  appear  on  the  Sunday  morning 
news  shows,  Wilson  said.  It  would  also  help 
to  have  more  women  on  congressional  com- 
mittees deemed  "tough,"  such  as  defense, 
said  Moseley  Braun. 

The  panel,  in  celebration  of  Internation- 
al Women's  Day,  was  moderated  by  Presi- 
dent Judith  Shapiro. 

—DH 
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GLOBALIZATION.  TRADE.  AND  POLITICS 

Clinton's  former  U.S.  Trade  Rep.  Mickey  Kantor  on  trade  agreements 


Mickey  Kantor 


With  33  percent  of  our  economy 
in  imports  and  exports,  "trade 
affects  our  jobs  and  our  stan- 
dard of  living,"  Mickey  Kantor,  former  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Commerce  and  former  U.S. 
Trade  Representative,  said  at  Barnard  on 
Jan.  29.  "We're  going  to  have  globalization 


whether  we  like  it  or  not." 

"Trade  has  had  an  enormous  positive 
effect  on  poverty  worldwide  since  World 
War  II,"  he  told  the  audience  during  a lecture 
titled  "The  Politics  of  Trade:  The  2004  Elec- 
tion and  America's  Trade  Agenda." 

A partner  at  the  law  firm  Mayer, 
Brown,  Rowe  fr  Maw  LLP,  Kantor  has  deep 
Barnard  connections:  Married  to  Heidi 
Hoeck  Schulman  '68  and  father  of  Leslie 
Kantor  '89,  he  was  the  recipient  of  the  Col- 
lege's Frederick  A.P.  Barnard  Award  in  1 996. 

As  the  U.S.  Trade  Representative  dur- 
ing the  Clinton  administration,  Kantor  was 
the  chief  negotiator  to  the  117-nation 


Uruguay  Round  to  create  the  world's  largest 
trade  pact.  He  also  worked  on  200  agree- 
ments to  expand  trade,  including  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA). 

"There's  so  much  commerce  going 
on,"  he  said.  "Look  at  NAFTA.  People  say 
it's  cost  jobs,  but  that's  not  true.  It's  raised 
the  standard  of  living.  It's  been  good  for 
our  country  and  also  been  good  for  Mexi- 
co." However,  "you  can't  ignore  the  fact 
that  every  trade  agreement  has  some  neg- 
atives." His  advice  for  the  nation's  next 
president:  Audit  every  trade  agreement 
and  see  what's  working  and  what's  not. 

— MR 


You  Are  Cordially  Invited  To  ... 

President  Shapiro’s  dinner  parties  are  a beloved  ritual  for  seniors 


Just  relax  and  enjoy  yourselves,  the 
hostess  tells  her  guests.  “Dinner’s 
ready  whenever  you  are.” 

While  this  could  have  been  any 
gathering  in  a crowded  city  apartment,  it 
took  place  at  the  home  of  President 
Judith  Shapiro.  Her  dinners  for  graduat- 
ing seniors,  which  she  began  hosting 
about  seven  years  ago,  have  become  an 
eagerly  anticipated  and  beloved  campus 
ritual.  President  Shapiro  hosts  about  five 
to  six  dinners  each  year;  students  are 
invited  by  department. 

Faculty  members  and  administra- 
tors embrace  the  chance  to  interact 
with  students  informally.  A dinner  in 
November  that  brought  together  Eng- 
lish and  comparative  literature  majors 
with  language  and  arts  students  gave 
Gail  Archer — senior  lecturer-  in  music, 
director  of  Barnard’s  music  program, 
and  director  of  the  Barnard-Columbia 


President  Judith  Shapiro  and  a 
student  catch  up  over  dinner. 


Chorus — a chance  to  meet  with  other 
arts  majors.  “It’s  lovely,”  she  says. 

In  a living  room  cozily  appointed 
with  stuffed  bears  and  pillows  that  she 
embroidered,  President  Shapiro  spoke 
Portuguese  with  one  student,  chatted 


with  another  about  her  hometown, 
Miami,  and  sang  Spanish  Civil  War  and 
Brazilian  songs  with  yet  another  student 
and  professor. 

Simply  being  at  the  president’s 
apartment  was  exciting,  says  Shoshana 
Greenberg  ’04,  a music  major  and  co- 
editor-in-chief of  the  barnard  bulletin. 
“All  of  the  administrators  and  faculty- 
care  about  us  as  students,”  she  says. 

Barnard  is  “a  small  enough  school 
that  you  can  get  invited  to  the  presi- 
dent’s house  for  dinner,”  notes  Lynette 
Chiu  ’04,  an  English  major  with  a writ- 
ing concentration. 

Vrylena  Olney  ’04,  another  Eng- 
lish major  with  a writing  concentra- 
tion, says  dinner  is  another  reason 
that  she  appreciates  Barnard.  “This  is 
a nice  opportunity  to  feel  part  of 
your  school.” 

—MR 
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When  the  Government  Decides 

Medical  definitions  of  male,  female  limit  access  to  government  services 


For  most  people,  deciding  whether 
to  check  the  “M”  or  the  “F”  box 
on  a government  form  doesn’t 
require  much  thought.  For  a transgen- 
der person,  however,  it  often  does. 
Which  box  applies  to  someone  whose 
gender  identity  doesn't  conform  to  soci- 
ety’s expectations  of  the  gender  that  the 
person  was  medically  assigned  as  birth? 

Activist  and  attorney  Dean  Spade 
'97.  who  attended  Barnard  as  Jane 
Goldschmidt,  would  argue  that  exten- 
sive gender  discrimination  results  from 
the  U.S.  government’s  expectation  that 
all  people  will  fit  neatly  into  one  of 


these  two  boxes. 

Since  many  government  sendees 
segregate  people  by  gender,  transgender 
individuals  often  find  that  they  have  lim- 
ited access  to  government-sponsored 
medical  services,  drug  treatment  pro- 
grams, and  homeless  shelters,  for  exam- 
ple. They  can  also  face  physical  safety 
issues,  Spade  said  at  Barnard  on  Feb.  26. 

Spade’s  lecture,  “ ‘Compliance’  is 
Gendered:  Transgender  Identities  and 
Social  Welfare,”  was  sponsored  by  the 
Barnard  Center  for  Research  on 
Women.  Spade  founded  the  Sylvia 
Rivera  Law  Project  in  2002  to  provide 


legal  services  to  low-income  transgen- 
der, transsexual,  intersex  (individuals 
whose  bodies  are  difficult  to  classify  as 
male  or  female  using  under  current 
medical  descriptions),  and  gender  vari- 
ant people. 

Working  within  the  legal  commu- 
nity, Spade  educates  government  work- 
ers, lawyers,  and  providers  of  social 
services  about  the  transgender  commu- 
nity. In  the  transgender  community, 
“gender  discrimination  is  part  of  a dai- 
ly struggle  toward  gender  self-determi- 
nation and  equal  rights,”  Spade  said. 

— ; Jennifer  L.  Hanson 


Assessing  the  impact  of  social 
justice:  Left  to  right , Maria  Ongoco 
’06  and  Inga  Veksler  ’05. 

Libby  Raffel  05  found  a way  to  double 
the  investment  of  her  time  as  an  intern 
at  the  nonprofit  advocacy  group  Glob- 
al Resource  Action  Center  for  the  Environ- 
ment. By  enrolling  last  fall  in  "Theorizing  Civic 
Engagement  in  New  York  City,"  a new  Ameri- 
can studies  seminar  taught  by  Kathryn  Jay,  an 
assistant  professor  of  history,  Raffel  not  only 
gained  experience  in  the  work  world,  but  she 
also  fulfilled  a class  requirement. 


STARRING  IN  "THE  INTERN' 

Students  in  civic  engagement  class  compare 
theory  to  real  life  at  NYC  nonprofits 


In  addition  to  working  eight  to  1 0 hours 
a week  as  an  intern  at  a local  school  or  organ- 
ization, students  keep  a journal  about  their 
experiences,  write  a paper  analyzing  the 
organization  where  they're  interning,  and  par- 
ticipate in  a weekly  class  discussion  (both  in 
person  and  online)  of  assigned  readings  such 
as  The  Call  of  Service:  A Witness  to  Idealism 
by  Robert  Coles  (Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  1994) 
and  Crazy  for  Democracy:  Women's  Grass- 
roots Movements  in  the  U.S.  and  South  Africa 
by  Temma  Kaplan  (Routledge,  1 996). 

"Lots  of  students  at  Barnard  volunteer 
directly  with  organizations  and  the  class 
gives  them  a space  to  reflect  on  what 
they're  doing  in  a systematic  and  thoughtful 
way,"  says  Jay,  who  directs  the  American 
studies  program  and  the  NYC  Civic  Engage- 
ment Project.  She  modeled  the  class  after 
"Theorizing  Women's  Activism,"  a women's 
studies  class.  "The  internship  experience 
makes  the  class  discussion  of  theoretical 


topics  such  as  social  justice,  civic  responsi- 
bility, and  community  empowerment  that 
much  richer,"  she  says. 

Students  interned  at  schools,  health 
centers,  and  organizations  such  as  the  City 
Parks  Foundation,  Human  Rights  Watch,  and 
New  Immigrant  Community  Empowerment. 

Raffel,  who's  interested  in  working  in 
the  nonprofit  sector,  says  she  "loved  being 
able  to  see  how  a nonprofit  organization 
functions  and  then  take  that  experience 
and  share  it  with  other  students  in  the 
classroom." 

"This  class  is  so  important  and  long 
overdue  for  Barnard  and  Columbia,"  Raffel 
says.  "We  live  in  New  York,  home  to  such  a 
diverse  group  of  people  of  different  ethnici- 
ties and  economic  backgrounds.  As  a uni- 
versity, we  cannot  afford  to  and  it  is  not 
morally  right'  to  separate  ourselves  from 
the  community  in  which  we  live." 

—MR 
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GOT  SOME  ADVICE  FOR  ALAN  GREENSPAN? 

Barnard  and  Columbia  students  win  big  at  College  Fed  Challenge 


Members  of  the  Barnard! Columbia  team  after  taking  first  place  in  the 
2003  College  Fed  Challenge. 


The  persistence  of  one  Barnard 
student  in  establishing  a New 
York  college  version  of  the  Fed 
Challenge  has  paid  off  in  invaluable 
experience  for  students  the  past  three 
years.  Now  it's  also  brought  a return  of 
$50,000. 

Last  November,  a five-member 
Barnard/Columbia  team  beat  11  other 
teams  to  win  the  College  Fed  Challenge, 
sponsored  by  the  New  York  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  (NYFRB).  The  $50,000 
prize,  donated  by  Moody's  Foundation, 
was  shared  among  the  winning  students 
and  the  Barnard  and  Columbia  economics 
departments. 

At  the  College  Fed  Challenge,  each 
team  makes  recommendations  on  what  the 
Federal  Open  Market  Committee  of  the  Fed- 
eral Reserve  should  do  about  short-term 
interest  rates:  Should  the  federal  funds  tar- 
get rate  be  raised,  left  unchanged,  or  low- 
ered, and  by  how  much?  After  making  their 
presentation  (20  minutes  maximum),  teams 
field  questions  from  the  judges. 

"The  question-and-answer  part  really 
made  us  think  on  our  feet,"  says  Melissa 


Thompson  '05,  who  was  on  the  2003  team. 
Others  on  the  winning  team,  coached  by 
adjunct  economics  instructor  Steven 
Malin — a senior  economist  at  the  NYFRB— 
were  Devaughn  Fowlkes  CC  '04,  Ken  Harada 
CC  05,  Victoria  Shenderovich  GS  '04,  and 
Jenny  Tolochko  04. 

"They  were  outstanding,”  says  Parastu 
Malik  ‘04,  who  got  the  New  York  program  off 
the  ground  in  2001.  "They  hit  the  nail  on  the 
head  for  every  question  the  judges  asked." 


Malik,  who'd  learned  a lot  from  doing 
the  Fed  Challenge  in  high  school,  was  dis- 
mayed that  there  wasn't  a similar  program  for 
college  students.  She  took  up  the  matter  with 
the  NYFRB  s director  of  educational  services, 
only  to  be  told  "No."  But  she  didn't  give  up. 

"She  was  very  persistent,"  David 
Weiman,  Alena  Weis  Hirschorn  '58  Profes- 
sor of  Economics  and  department  chair 
recalls.  "She  approached  me  and  asked 
whether  the  department  would  help  put 
together  a team  and  coach  the  students." 
Malik  also  talked  to  students  to  gauge  their 
interest  and  went  to  the  Office  of  Career 
Development  to  show  the  program's  bene- 
fits of  applying  theoretical  knowledge  to  cur- 
rent economic  conditions. 

With  more  data  in  band  and  the  support 
of  Barnard,  Malik  went  back  to  the  NYFRB. 
Her  proposal  was  approved,  and  she  went  on 
to  train  the  2001  and  2002  Barnard/Columbia 
teams. 

If  you  have  expertise  in  the  financial  mar- 
kets and  would  like  to  help  future  teams,  call 
Professor  Weiman  at  212-854-5755  or  send 
him  an  e-mail  at  dweiman@barnard.edu. 

—DH 


Voices  in  the  News 

"Lately  I've  been  obsessing  about  the  destructive  imagination. 
What  do  you  do  about  the  imagination  that  ended  up  in  the  bomb- 
ing of  the  Twin  Towers,  the  imagination  that  allowed  the  building 
of  Auschwitz,  or  the  imagination  some  kids  have  which  comes 
from  a terrible,  dark  childhood?" 

— Maxine  Meyer  Greene  '38,  philosopher-in-residence  at  the 
Lincoln  Center  for  the  Arts  in  Education  and  professor  emeritus  of 
philosophy  and  education  at  Teachers  College,  on  the  meaning  of 
"awakening  the  imagination" in  the  face  of  the  terrors 
of  current  times  (Independent  School,  Winter  2004). 
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THROUGH  THE  GATES 

I 

THE  STAGES  BEFORE  THE  STAGE 


Hollywood  insiders  on  bringing  the  written  word  to  life 


The  creative  process  in  Tinseltown:  Great  idea;  let’s  change  it. 


The  process  that  turns  novels  into  films 
and  plays  sometimes  involves  bruised 
egos  more  than  it  does  brilliant 
artists.  In  a worst-case  scenario,  the  final 
product  may  leave  the  novelist  wondering 
why  the  screenwriter  butchered  the  book, 
the  screenwriter  upset  that  the  actor  didn't 
use  the  scripted  lines,  the  producer  mad  that 
it  was  so  over-budget,  and  critics  disdainful 
of  the  casting. 

At  "Bringing  the  Written  Word  to  Life," 
the  third  annual  Barnard  panel  in  Los  Angeles, 
industry  insiders  talked  about  the  many  dilem- 
mas involved  in  making  a written  work  into  a 
film  or  play.  Held  in  December  at  the  Roy  and 
Edna  Disney/CalArts  Theater  at  the  Walt  Dis- 
ney Concert  Hall,  the  panel  was  moderated  by 
Laura  Zucker  72,  executive  director  of  the  Los 
Angeles  County  Arts  Commission. 

Zucker  began  by  asking  novelist  Cristi- 
na Garcia  79  how  much  input  she  had  when 
her  first  novel,  Dreaming  in  Cuban  (Ballan- 
tine  Books,  1993),  was  adapted  for  an  Off 
Broadway  production.  "Uh  ...  zero,"  Garcia 
said  pointedly,  eliciting  laughter  from  the 
audience.  Surprisingly,  she  didn't  mind,  but 
said  she  wouldn't  have  chosen  to  emphasize 
the  same  aspects  of  the  book. 

When  adapting  a work,  screenwriter 
and  producer  Naomi  Foner  Gyllenhaal  66  said 
she  tells  writers,  "You  have  your  book  and 
nobody  can  do  anything  to  it.  It's  yours  forever. 


But  in  order  for  a good  film  to  be  made  out  of 
it,  you  need  to  be  able  to  allow  me  and  the 
other  people  making  this  movie  the  freedom 
to  work  with  it  and  change  it,  and  in  exchange 
I will  work  hard  to  keep  the  spirit  of  it  intact." 

Director  Jamie  Babbit  '93  also  needs  to 
respond  to  the  material  to  make  a film,  even  if 
that  means  changing  it.  After  a friend  wrote  a 
screenplay  that  piqued  Babbit's  interest. 
Babbit  asked  if  she  could  change  the  charac- 
ters to  two  lesbians  in  their  80s — "a  few 
minor  changes,"  Zucker  noted.  Although  the 
initial  response  was  "absolutely  not,"  the 
friend  later  agreed  to  the  changes  as  long  as 
she  could  rewrite  the  script  herself.  The 
result  was  Babbit's  short  film  "Stuck." 

A studio's  desire  to  use  particular  actors 
is  another  factor  that  can  drastically  alter  a 
film,  said  casting  director  and  producer  Heidi 
Levitt  '83,  who  cast  such  films  as  "JFK,"  "The 
Joy  Luck  Club,"  and  "Nurse  Betty." 

As  an  actor,  "Gilmore  Girls"  star  Lauren 
Graham  ‘88  said  she  strives  to  integrate 
these  different  visions.  For  a part  in  "One 
True  Thing,"  she  read  the  book  by  Anna 
Quindlen  74  ("because  I only  work  with 
Barnard  grads,"  she  quipped),  which  differed 
from  the  film  adaptation.  "I  want  the  inner 
life,  descriptions,  the  tone  and  all  the  other 
things  you  can  possibly  get,"  she  said.  (Read 
more  about  Graham  on  page  28.) 

— Laura  Shin 


SPRING 

CALENDAR 

Commencement,  May  18,  2:30  p.m. 
Presentation  of  Barnard  degree  candi- 
dates, Lehman  Lawn  (tickets  required). 
Columbia  University  Commencement 
exercises  will  be  held  on  the  Columbia 
campus  on  May  19  at  10:30  a.m. 

Reunion,  June  3 through  6.  Join  us  for 
thought-provoking  panel  discussions, 
alumnae  readings,  film  screenings,  family 
programs,  faculty  talks,  and  opportunities 
to  meet  friends  and  classmates.  Call  800- 
869-506 1 or  visit  wwvv.barnard.edu/ alum 
for  more  information. 

“Reacting  to  the  Past”  Session  on 
the  Trial  of  Galileo,  June  19  and  20, 

Barnard  College.  Here’s  your  chance  to 
re-enact  history  in  an  abbreviated  ses- 
sion of  this  aw'ard-winning  role-playing 
game  with  creator  Professor  Mark 
Carnes.  Sponsored  by  the  Alumnae 
Association  of  Barnard  College.  Call 
212-854-2005  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
alumnaeafFairs@barnard.edu  for  more 
information. 

Guided  Tour  of  “Childe  Hassam, 
American  Impressionist,”  June  22, 
The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art. 
Sponsored  by  the  Alumnae  Association 
of  Barnard  College.  Call  2 1 2-854-2005 
or  send  an  e-mail  to  alumnaeaffairs 
@barnard.edu  for  more  information. 

Smart  Women,  Smart  Money, 

June  23.  Keynote  remarks  by  Sallie 
Krawcheck,  CEO  of  Citigroup ’s  Smith 
Barney  unit.  Breakfast  sponsored  by  the 
careers  committee  of  the  Alumnae 
Association  of  Barnard  College.  Call 
212-854-2005  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
alumnaeaffairs@barnard.edu  for  more 
information. 
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SYLLABUS 


BY  JO  KADLECEK 


All  About  Health 

Barbara  Woike’ s psychology  seminar  delves  into  our  attitudes  and  behaviors 


hy  do  people  suffer?  What’s  the 
connection  between  stress  and 
illness?  Do  alternative  methods 
of  healing  work? 

These  are  some  of  the  ques- 
tions that  students  confront  each 
week  in  the  seminar  on  health 
psychology  (PSY  3773)  taught  by  Barbara  Woike,  asso- 
ciate professor  of  psychology.  The  course,  which  exam- 
ines how  biological,  psychological,  and  social  factors  are 
related  to  health  and  illness,  began  eight  years  ago  when 
Woike  first  joined  the  Barnard  psychology  department. 
As  psychologists  became  more  interested  in  health, 
Woike  became  intrigued  with  how  the  mind  influences 
the  body.  It  concerned  her  that  there  was  such  a low 
percentage  of  people  who  seemed  to  understand  the 
connection  between  their  attitudes  about  health  and 
their  actual  behavior. 

“There’s  so  much  information  out  there  about 
how  to  live  healthy  lives,”  Woike  says,  “but  we  find 
having  more  information  is  often  not  enough  to  help 
people  change.  There  are  many  mediating  factors  that 
determine  a person’s  attitudes  and  behaviors  about 
health.” 

Each  week,  one  of  the  1 5 or  so  students  in  the  class 

continued  on  page  64 


SELECTED  READINGS 


"Binge  Eating  As  an  Escape 
from  Self-Awareness" 

byT.  F.  Heatherton  and  R.  R 
Baumeister  (in  Psychological 
Bulletin,  1 10) 

Healing  and  the  Mind 

by  Bill  Moyers  (Main  Street 
Books,  1995) 


Health  Psychology 

by  Richard  O.  Straub  (Worth 
Publishers,  2002) 

How  to  Survive  Your  Doc- 
tor's Care:  Get  the  Right 
Diagnosis,  the  Right 
Treatment,  and  the  Right 
Experts  for  You 
by  Pamela  F.  Gallin 


(Lifeline  Press,  2003) 

How  We  Die:  Reflections  on 
Life's  Final  Chapter 

by  Sherwin  B.  Nuland 
(Vintage,  1995) 

Molecules  of  Emotion:  The 
Science  of  Mind-Body 
Medicine 


by  Candace  B.  Pert  (Simon  & 
Schuster,  1999) 

"Social  Networks  and 
Social  Support" 

by  T.  A.  Wills  and  M.  F.  Fegan 
(in  Handbook  of  Health  Psy- 
chology, eds.  Andrew  Baum, 
Tracey  A.  Revenson,  Jerome 
E.  Singer,  2001) 
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'Change  Begins  with  Me” 

A scholarship  student  describes  what  Barnard  has  allowed  her  to  accomplish 


I Jflhandi  once  said,  ‘You  must  become  the  change  you 
Uwish  to  see  in  the  world,’  ” quotes  Rachel  Abileah  04, 
an  environmental  science  and  human  rights  major  who 
describes  herself  as  a peacemaker  dedicated  to  building  com- 
munity. “And  I agree  that  change  begins  with  me.” 

During  her  four  years  at  Barnard,  Abileah  has  nurtured  all 
kinds  of  communities,  both  here  and  abroad.  Financial  assis- 
tance from  the  College,  including  scholarships,  internship  fund- 
ing, and  research  support  through  the  Centennial  Scholars 
honors  program,  have  helped  Abileah  pursue  her  goals.  “I’ve 
had  so  many  experiences  where  I've  been  somewhere  in  the 
world  and  realized,  ‘It’s  because  of  Barnard  that  I’m  here.’  It 
makes  me  feel  very  lucky." 

Helping  to  build  environmentally  conscious  communities 
is  one  of  Abileah’s  chief  objectives.  During  her  semester  in  Ari- 
zona studying  earth  science  at  Biosphere  2,  she  worked  with  res- 
idents of  communities  in  the  Sonoran  desert  to  create  a grass- 
roots organization.  Amigos  Naturales,  dedicated  to  local 
environmental  protection  and  education.  She  traveled  to  Bali 
for  the  U.N.’s  World  Summit  on  Sustainable  Development  as  a 
youth  delegate  for  SustainUS,  and  to  El  Salvador  to  construct 
homes  after  the  devastating  earthquakes  of  2001 . 

Abileah  became  interested  in  environmental  issues  while 
growing  up  in  Half  Moon  Bay,  Calif.  “It’s  a small  town  sur- 
rounded by  redwoods  and  ocean,  and  I watched  a lot  of  devel- 
opment take  place  there — everything  from  major  chain  stores 
to  new  housing  for  Silicon  Valley  people  seeking  a ‘rural’ 
lifestyle.  As  I saw  my  own  community  change,  I wanted  to  learn 
more  about  responsible  development.” 

At  Barnard,  Abileah  promotes  mental  health  as  a 


co-founder  of  Students  Against  Silence,  an  organization  edu- 
cating the  Barnard  and  Columbia  communities  about  suicide 
and  depression.  For  her  final  Centennial  Scholar  project,  she 
organized  a campus-wide  “Healing  Slam,”  a gathering  of  stu- 
dents and  New  York  City  artists. 

After  graduation,  Abileah  plans  to  work  with  nonprofit 
organizations  dedicated  to  environmental  justice  and  to  write. 
Eventually,  she’d  like  to  pursue  a graduate  degree.  Looking  back 
on  what  she  has  accomplished  during  her  Barnard  years, 
Abileah  expresses  gratitude  for  the  financial  support  she 
received.  “I’m  extremely  thankful,  because  it  really  made  my 
being  here  possible,”  she  says.  “I  couldn’t  have  gone  to  a school 
of  this  caliber  without  it.  I view  it  as  a wonderful  opportunity.” 

Abileah  receives  scholarship  support  from  the  C.  V Starr 
Fund,  established  by  The  Starr  Foundation. 

— -Amy  E.  Hughes 


ANNOUNCING  THE 


BARNARD  FUND  SCHOLARS 


For  many  deserving  students  whose  families 
cannot  afford  a Barnard  education,  scholar- 
ships open  the  door  to  undreamed-of  possibilities. 
The  Barnard  Fund  Scholars  program  connects 
donors  with  students  who  need  tuition  assistance. 
By  making  a gift  of  $10,000  or  more  to  The 
Barnard  Fund,  a donor  can  create  a one-year 
scholarship  for  an  individual  student.  Donors 


THE 

BARNARD 

FUND 

SCHOLARS 


receive  a written  report  about  their  scholars  and  are 
invited  to  meet  them  at  the  annual  Torchbearers 
Reception,  an  event  celebrating  the  ties  that  bind 
generations  of  Barnard  alumnae  and  students.  For 
more  information  about  The  Barnard  Fund  Scholars, 
please  call  The  Barnard  Fund  office  at  212-854-2001 
or  866-257-1889  (toll-free),  or  e-mail 
thebarnardfund@barnard.edu. 
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A Picture-Perfect  Match 

A new  partnership  with  The  International  Center  for  Photography 
gives  Barnard  students  access  to  unparalleled  resources 


Where  does  reality  end  and  artifice  begin?  This  question  is 
the  driving  force  behind  “Alchemy,”  a series  of  artistic 
images  created  by  visual  arts  major  Maggie  Ress  ’05.  Ress 
uses  computer  software  to  create  striking  photographs  of 
environments  that  never  existed  in  real  life.  “With  computer 
technology,  you  can  create  a per- 
fect photo  of  a perfect  world,”  she 
says.  “It  used  to  be  that  you  could 
capture  reality  with  a photo- 
graph. Now  that  we  can  alter  that 
reality  so  radically,  what  does  that 
mean  for  art?” 

Ress  is  exploring  these  ques- 
tions at  The  International  Center 
for  Photography  (ICP),  one  of  the 
world’s  foremost  institutions  ded- 
icated to  photography  education 
and  exhibition.  She  and  several 
other  Barnard  students  are 
expanding  their  artistic  skills  at 
ICP  thanks  to  a new  collaborative 
partnership  that  gives  them  access 
to  advanced  courses,  extensive 
photo  labs,  digital  media  facilities, 
and  photography  equipment  at 
the  center. 

“It’s  not  a one-size-fits-all  pro- 
gram- it’s  individually  tailored,” 
says  Joan  Snitzer,  senior  lecturer  in 
art  history  and  director  of  the  visu- 
al arts  program  at  Barnard.  “This 
is  one  of  the  many  reasons  why  the 
partnership  is  so  beneficial.  Indi- 
vidual students  present  proposals 
regarding  what  they  would  like  to 
study,  and  we  work  with  ICP  to  find 
the  best  course  options.” 

Student  interest  in  photography  has  increased  significant- 
ly at  Barnard  in  recent  years,  paralleling  a renewed  apprecia- 
tion in  our  culture  for  photography  as  fine  art.  However, 
Barnard’s  modest  facilities  can  only  accommodate  traditional 


black-and-white  development,  and  Columbia’s  dark  rooms  and 
photo  labs  are  only  available  to  students  enrolled  in  the  Uni- 
versity’s photography  courses,  which  have  lengthy  waiting  lists. 

“This  program  provides  Barnard  students  with  access  to 
incredible  resources,”  says  Ana  Luisa  Ahern  ’04,  another  par- 
ticipant in  the  Barnard-ICP  pro- 
gram. “We  have  full  use  of  ICP’s 
state-of-the-art  darkroom  and  dig- 
ital facilities,  and  we’re  learning 
from  photography  professors  who 
are  at  the  apex  of  their  fields.” 

Although  the  participants 
have  wide-ranging  interests,  they 
meet  weekly  at  Barnard  to  discuss 
and  critique  each  other’s  work 
under  the  guidance  of  Lecturer  in 
Art  History  John  Miller.  “I  see  my 
role  as  getting  a discussion  going 
about  their  personal  investment  in 
photography,”  Miller  explains. 
“We  explore  how  their  images 
operate  in  a broader  cultural  con- 
text— what  they  represent,  what 
they  mean  as  art,  what  their  rela- 
tionship to  the  viewer  might  be.” 

Tony  Milbank,  a generous 
supporter  of  the  College,  played  a 
principal  role  in  spearheading  the 
partnership  and  provided  key 
funding  for  its  initiation.  “I  find  it 
gratifying  to  be  instrumental  in  the 
coupling  of  two  pre-eminent  New 
York  institutions  such  as  Barnard 
and  ICP,”  Milbank  says.  “The 
facilities  and  teaching  staff  avail- 
able at  ICP  are  extraordinary 
assets  that  would  be  difficult  and  unnecessarily  expensive  to 
replicate  at  Barnard.  At  the  same  time,  Barnard  students  bring 
to  ICP  an  intellectual  curiosity  and  commitment  to  excellence 
that  are  beneficial  to  all  who  teach  and  study  there." 

— AEH 


“Alone  in  the  Sunroom,  ” a computer-generated 
creation  by  Maggie  Ress  ’05. 


A color  photograph  by  Ana  Luisa  Ahem  ’04. 
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Barnard  Receives  Sherman  Fairchild 
Grant  for  New  Science  Equipment 


A 1500,000  grant  from  the  Sherman  Fairchild  Foundation 
will  underwrite  the  purchase  of  several  new  instruments  for 
two  science  laboratories,  effectively  creating  the  first  interdis- 
ciplinary laboratory  environment  at  the  College.  The  state-of- 
the-art  equipment  will  be  utilized  by  students  in  the  neuro- 
science and  behavior  program  and  by  biology,  psychology, 
chemistry  and  environmental  science  students. 

“Undergraduate  research  is  a central  component  of  the 
science  curriculum  at  Barnard,  at  every  academic  level,”  says 
Assistant  Professor  of  Biological  Sciences  John  Glendinning. 
“Because  interest  in  the  neuroscience  and  behavior  program 
has  grown  exponentially  in  recent  years,  we  feel  very  fortunate 
to  have  received  this  grant.  The  new  equipment  will  allow  our 
students  to  master  the  latest  laboratory  methods  and  carry  out 
their  research  more  effectively.” 

The  new  equipment  will  benefit  about  150  undergraduates 
each  year.  Four  fluorescence  microscopes,  which  are  widely 
used  by  scientists  across  many  sub-disciplines,  will  allow  stu- 
dents to  observe  and  document  cellular  processes  in  real  time 
and  in  exquisite  detail — capabilities  that  are  currently  unavail- 
able in  Barnard’s  labs.  Six  neurophysiology  workstations  with 
intuitive  interfaces  and  powerful  analytical  capacity  will  dra- 
matically enhance  students’  ability  to  analyze  physiological  phe- 
nomena. The  grant  will  also  underwrite  the  acquisition  of  a 
microelectrode  puller  and  a High  Pressure  Liquid  Chromato- 
graph (HPLC).  A technician  will  maintain  the  labs  and  train 
students  how  to  use  the  instruments. 

Emma  Fried-Cassorla  '04,  a neuroscience  and  behavior 
major,  says  that  the  new  equipment  will  alleviate  many  of  the 
problems  students  now  encounter  when  conducting  their 
research.  “I’ve  had  the  chance  to  work  in  a genetics  lab  and  a neu- 
robiology lab  and  have  also  served  as  a teaching  assistant  in  both 
the  physiology  and  neurobiology  lab  classes,”  she  explains. 
“These  lab  classes  help  students  gain  insight  into  the  physiologi- 
cal processes  of  all  kinds  of  organisms.  But  the  current  data 
acquisition  systems  are  hard  to  use,  and  the  results  can  be  con- 
fusing to  interpret.  By  converting  to  a more  user-friendly  system, 
students  won't  have  to  spend  so  much  time  manipulating  the 
computer  system  to  get  needed  data. 

“Several  students  in  my  thesis  class  have  had  to  commute 
uptown  in  order  to  get  results  on  an  HPLC  because  one  was  not 


available  for  general  student  use  at  Barnard,”  she  says.  “Hav- 
ing an  additional  HPLC  in  our  lab  will  make  a huge  difference.” 

The  neuroscience  and  behavior  major,  first  offered  in  1 999, 
was  created  to  take  advantage  of  cross-disciplinary  opportuni- 
ties in  psychology  and  biology  and  recent  advances  in  both 
fields.  Students  may  choose  a behavior  concentration,  which 
emphasizes  the  behavioral  aspects  of  neuroscience,  or  a cellu- 
lar concentration,  which  focuses  on  cellular  and  molecular 
dynamics.  Most  graduates  of  the  program  pursue  careers  in  sci- 
entific research  or  medicine. 

AEH 
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BY  MERRI  ROSENBERG  ’78 


Conducting  Business 

Jeanine  Tesori  ’83  can  boast  of  many  accomplish- 
ments: an  Obie  as  composer  for  the  Off 
Broadway  musical  “Violet”;  Tony  nominations 
for  the  incidental  music  she  composed  for 
Lincoln  Center’s  “Twelfth  Night”  in  1998  and  for 


the  full  score  of  “Thoroughly  Modern  Millie”  (which  won 
the  Tony  for  best  musical  in  2002);  as  well  as  scoring  the  Dis- 
ney films  “The  Emperor’s  New  Groove  II,”  “Lilo  & Stitch 
II,”  and  “Mulan  II.”  A steady  fixture  on  Broadway,  Tesori 
was  the  orchestra  conductor  for  “The  Secret  Garden,”  as 
well  as  a dance  and  music  arranger,  an  orchestrator,  and  a 
composer  for  many  other  projects.  Recently,  she’s  received 


Composer  and  conductor  Jeanine  Tesori  ’83  scores 
with  audiences  and  colleagues. 


critical  praise  for  composing  the  score  to  “Caroline,  or 
Change”  (libretto  by  Tony  Kushner  CC  ’78).  The  musical, 
which  first  ran  at  The  Public  Theater,  was  at  press  time 
scheduled  to  open  May  2 on  Broadway.  In  addition,  she’s 
the  proud  mother  of  Siena,  6,  her  daughter  with  Broadway 
conductor  and  composer  Michael  Rafter. 

When  first  arriving  at  Barnard,  she  says,  “I  wanted  to 
do  music  on  my  own  terms,  and  not  have  to  perfect  any  tech- 
nique.” It  wasn’t  until  she  took  a summer  job  as  a musical 
director  at  the  Stage  Door  Manor  camp  in  upstate  New 
York — where  she  was  responsible  for  some  50  shows — that 
she  realized  what  she  was  meant  to  do. 

Returning  to  Barnard,  she  switched  her  major  from  pre- 
med  to  the  program  in  the  arts,  and  immersed  herself  in  the 
music  department,  studying  theory  and  developing  her  skills. 
“The  program  in  the  arts  gave  me  a lot  of  freedom,”  she 
explains.  Tesori  also  took  a lot  of  dance  classes,  which  made 
her  comfortable  in  mixed  meters  and  gave  her  an  ease  of 
keeping  time  in  space.  As  an  undergraduate,  Tesori  even 
managed  to  work  as  a conductor  for  some  Off  Broadway 
productions.  It  wasn’t  until  after  she  graduated  that  she  got 
involved  with  an  on-campus  show — she  was  tapped  to  write 
the  Columbia  varsity  show.  Besides  her  collaboration  with 
Kushner,  Tesori  works  with  TV  writer  and  producer  Alexa 
Junge  ’85,  who’s  based  on  the  West  Coast. 

“One  reason  I feel  so  strongly  about  Barnard  is  that  it 
gave  me  the  idea  of  female  leadership.  It  was  taken  for 
granted,”  she  says.  And  Tesori  has  applied  her  style  of 
leadership  to  conducting  and  composing.  “I  know  what  it’s 
like  to  feel  faceless  and  nameless  in  the  pit,”  she  says.  “I 
want  people  to  feel  like  they  are  part  of  a community.” 


PHOTO  BY  SUSAN  JOHANN  ©2003 


Spring  2004  Barnard  15 


BOOKS,  ETC 


FICTION 


Down  Rivers 
of  Windfall  Night 

by  Frances  Garrett  Connell  '71 
Xlibris,  2003,  $22.94/$33.29 


The  Dew  Breaker 

by  Edwidge  Danticat  '90 
Knopf,  2004, 122.95 

The  Right  Address 

by  Carrie  (Doyle)  Karasyov  '94 
and  Jill  Kargman 
Doubleday,  2004,  $21.95 


The  Honey  Wall 

by  Karen  Latuchie  ’77 
W.  W.  Norton,  2004,  $23.95 


The  Sight  of  the  Stars 

by  Belva  (Offenberg)  Plain  '37 
Delacorte  Press,  2003,  $25.95 

Clearing  the  Aisle 

by  Karen  Schwartz  '93 
Simon  & Schuster,  2004,  $ 1 3 
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Referred  Pain 

by  Lynne  Sharon  Schwartz  '59 
Counterpoint,  2004,  $24 

The  Forgotten  Island 

by  Sasha  Troyan  '85 
Bloomsbury,  2004,  $23.95 


POETRY 


The  Rest  is  Silence: 

Poems  by  Frances  Garrett 
Connell 

by  Frances  Garrett  Connell  '71 
Xlibris,  2003,  $19.54/$29.69 

Out  of  My  Heart 

by  Elena  (Albala)  Gojich  ’45 
Simon  & Northrop  of  Cal  Inc., 
2003 

Sudden  Rain 
(“Plutsemdiker  Regn”) 

by  Gitl  Schaechter-Viswanath 
’79,  translations  from  Yiddish 
by  Jeffrey  Shandler  Zackary 
Berger 

Israel  Book  Publishing  House, 
2003,  $15 


GENERAL 

NONFICTION 


Kayaking  the  Northwest 
Passage:  Along  the  Route 
of  Lewis  and  Clark 

by  Philip  Babiak,  edited  by 
Shirley  (Miller)  Babiak  '50 
Xlibris,  2003,  $17.84/$27.89 

Odessa  Memories 

translated  by  Antonia 
(Woronyn)  Bouis  ’67 
University  of  Washington 
Press,  2004,  $40 

Pushkin’s  “Poltava”: 

A Literary  Structuralist 
Interpretation 

by  Virginia  M.  (Valesio) 

Burns  ’60 

University  Press  of  America, 
Inc.,  2004,  $37/$56 


Bioethics  Mediation: 

A Guide  to  Shaping 
Shared  Solutions 

by  Nancy  Neveloff  Dubler  '64 
and  Carol  B.  Liebman 
United  Hospital  Fund,  2004, 
$39.95 

Bushwomen:  Tales  of  a 
Cynical  Species 

by  Laura  Flanders  ’85 
Verso,  2004,  $22 


The  Fire  This  Time: 

Young  Activists  and  the 
New  Feminism 

edited  by  Vivien  Labaton  ’96 
and  Dawn  Lundy  Martin 
Anchor  Books  Original,  2004, 
$14.95 

America’s  Cosmetic 
Doctors  & Dentists 

by  Wendy  (Lipke)  Lewis  ’79 
and  John  L.  Connolly 
Castle  Connolly  Medical  Ltd., 

2003,  $29.95 

AP  Calculus  AB/BC: 
Preparing  for  the 
Advanced  Placement 
Examinations 

by  Maxine  (Rosman) 

Lifshitz  ’63 

AMSCO  School  Publications, 

2004,  $15 

Dispute  Processing  and 
Conflict  Resolution: 

Theory,  Practice  and  Policy 
(Collected  Essays  in  Law) 


by  Carrie  Menkel-Meadow  ’7 1 
Ashgate  Publishing  Company, 
2003,  $122.95 

What’s  Fair:  Ethics  for 
Negotiators 

by  Carrie  Menkel-Meadow  ’71 
and  Michael  Wheeler 
Jossey-Bass,  2004,  $55 

Ten  Steps  to  Raising 
Great  Kids 

by  Sherry  (Hyman)  Miller  ’6 1 
Available  from  sherry@ 
sherryart.com,  2003,  $10 

Antiques  Roadshow  20th 
Century  Collectibles 

by  Carol  (Lincofl)  Prisant  ’60 
Workman  Publishing,  2003, 
$19.95/$34.95 


Burn  Unit:  Saving  Lives 
After  the  Flames 

by  Barbara  (Kelman) 

Ravage  ’67 

Da  Capo  Press,  2004,  $26 

Israeli  and  Palestinian 
Identities  in  Dialogue: 

The  School  for  Peace 
Approach 

by  Rabah  Halabi,  translated  by 
Deborah  Reich  ’73 
Rutgers  University  Press,  2004, 
$21.95 

The  Art  of  Aging 

essays  by  Laura  Kruger,  Ayana 
Friedman,  and  Yitzhak  Brick, 
edited  by  Jean  Bloch  Rosensaft 
’73 
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catalog  for  exhibition  at 
Hebrew  Union  College- 
Jewish  Institute  of  Religion 
Museum,  Sept.  2,  2003, 
through  June  25,  2004 
The  American  Jewish  Joint 
Distribution  committee 
JDC-Eshel,  Israel,  2003 


Thirty  Pieces/ Thirty 
Years:  Sculpture  by  Ann 
Sperry 

essays  by  Laura  Kruger,  Nor- 
man J.  Cohen,  Pepe  Karmel, 
edited  and  foreword  by  Jean 
Bloch  Rosensaft  ’73 
catalog  for  exhibition  at 
Hebrew  Union  College-Jewish 
Institute  of  Religion  Museum, 
Feb.  20  through  June  26,  2003 
Hebrew  Union  College^Jewish 
Institute  of  Religion 


THIRTY  PIECES /THIRTY  YEARS 

sculpture  by  Ann  Sperry 


Winning  Every  Times  How 
to  Use  the  Skills  of  a 
Lawyer  in  the  Trials  of 
Your  Life 

by  Lis  Wiehl  ’83 
Ballantine  Books,  2004, 124.95 


Understanding  Breast 
Cancer  Genetics 
by  Barbara  T.  (Prostkofi) 
Zimmerman  ’68 
University  Press  of  Mississippi, 
2004,  $12/128 


FACULTY  BOOKS 


Frances  Hodgson  Burnett: 
The  Unexpected  Life  of 
the  Author  of  The  Secret 
Garden 

by  Gretchen  Holbrook  Gerzi- 
na,  professor  of  English  and 
director  of  Pan-African  studies 
Rutgers  University  Press,  2004, 
$29.95 

Twentieth  Century 
Sprawl:  How  Highways 
Transformed  America 
by  Owen  D.  Gutfreund,  assis- 
tant professor  of  history  and 
urban  studies  and  director  of 
the  urban  studies  program 
Oxford  University  Press,  2004, 
$35 

Elenisima:  ingenio  y figura 
de  Elena  Poniatowsk  a 

by  Michael  K.  Schuessler,  assis- 
tant professor  of  Spanish  and 
Latin  American  cultures 
third  edition,  Editorial  Diana, 
2004 


CDs/ 

PERFORMANCES 


When  I Was  Made 

written  and  performed  by 

Edie  Cary  ’96 

Edie  Gary,  2003,  $15.98 


Gennaro  ... 

From  Cool  to  Hot 
lyrics  and  some  of  the  music 
by  Gloria  (Richman) 
Rinderman  ’56  and  Richard 
Rinderman 

Rymar  Publishing  Co.,  2003, 
$12.97 

Available  at  www.cdbaby.com 

Sea  Tides  & Time 

songs  featuring  Alys 
Terrien-Oueen  ’71  on  piano 
www.firestarduo.com,  2003, 
$16 


EXHIBITIONS 


Affinity 

paintings  by  Barbara 
Hirschowitz  and  Kaaren 
Hirschowitz  Engel  ’83 
2 1 st  Street  Studios, 
Birmingham,  Ala., 
October  2003 


Collaborative  Works 
paintings  by  Trish  Tallon- 
Blanchard,  Laura  Young,  and 
Kaaren  Hirschowitz  Engel  ’83 
Art  & Invention  Gallery, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  November 
2003 


FILM  AI\ID 
TELEVISION 


Peep 

and  the  Big 
Wide  World 

producer  Marisa  Wolsky  ’89; 
WGBH-TV  managing  director, 
Betsy  Groban  ’73;  intern, 
Susanna  Diliiplane  ’05 
produced  by  WGBH  and  9 
Story  Entertainment  in 
cooperation  with  TV-Ontario 
premieres  on  The  Discovery 
Kids  Channel,  2004 


THEATER 


The  Woman  Upstairs, 
music  by  Brian  Lowdermilk, 
lyrics  by  Kathleen  (Kait) 
Kerrigan  ’03 

workshopped  in  the  Boston 
Birth  of  a Musical  festival, 
May  2004 


CORRECTION: 


The  title  of  the  children’s  book  by 
S.  Ruth  Lubka  ’70  is 
Pupniks;  The  Story  of 
Two  Space  Dogs.  It  was  mis- 
printed as  Pupkins  in  the  Winter 
2004  issue.  We  regret  the  error. 


To  submit  a listing  to 
"Books,  etc.," 
send  an  e-mail  to 
classnotes@barnard.edu 
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Expat  Alumnae  and  the 
Romance  of  Living  Abroad 

B v Li  n d a R a v i n L o d ding  ’84 

Writers  from  Ernest  Hemingway  to 
Peter  Mayle  have  fueled  our  fan- 
tasies of  the  romance  of  living  abroad, 
but  for  those  who  actually  make  a home 
overseas,  raise  a family,  pursue  their 
career,  and  live  their  life — is  the  romance 
everlasting?  Barnard  has  always  encour- 
aged perspectives  well  beyond  the  Broad- 
way gates,  so  it5s  no  surprise  that  1,250 
alumnae  live  outside  the  United  States. 


For  these  women,  a life  overseas  has  meant  facing  cul- 
tural challenges,  forging  a new  professional  identity, 
and  deciding  how  best  to  give  their  children  a sense  of 
cultural  cohesion. 

Hilary  Dayton  '89  remembers  well  the  day  she 
left  the  United  States  in  1997.  “As  the  taxi  headed 
toward  JFK  Airport  1 looked  out  the  back  window. 
New  York  City  was  blurring  by  and  I thought  to 
myself:  'I  must  be  insane.’”  With  her  freshly  minted 
passport  in  hand,  Dayton  packed  in  her  mega-city  life 
to  go  live  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  where  her  German 
fiance  had  taken  root. 

Seven  years  later,  from  her  home  in  Geneva,  Day- 
ton  recalls  how  difficult  that  decision  had  been.  Two 
weeks  before  moving  overseas,  she'd  been  promoted  to 
director  at  the  public  relations  firm  where  she  was 
working.  She  barely  spoke  French,  had  passed  through 
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Geneva  only  once,  and  had  no  idea  of  the  life  that  waited  for  her. 

"When  1 first  moved  to  Geneva  I felt  completely  isolated,” 
she  says.  Her  biggest  problem  was  that  she  wasn't  fluent  in  French. 
“My  ability  to  communicate  was  proportional  to  my  well-being.” 

When  in  Rome 

The  pull  to  live  overseas  comes  from  many  sources.  Some 
move  abroad  as  an  escape,  some  want  to  accompany  a partner  or 
spouse,  while  others  seek  self-fulfillment  or  professional  growth. 
Regardless  of  their  motivation,  what’s  common  about  the  expa- 
triate experience  is  discovering  that  many  of  the  cues  and  under- 
iving assumptions  that  one  might  have  about  the  world  around 
her  suddenly  no  longer  apply. 

In  1986  Christine  Herring  Bruscagii  '82  was  read}’  for  a 


change  and  a challenge,  far  away  from  New  York.  Her  Italian  hus- 
band, a professor  of  Renaissance  studies,  offered  the  perfect 
refuge  in  Florence,  Italy.  Nevertheless,  she  found  it  difficult  adjust- 
ing from  “the  most  happening  city  on  the  planet  to  an  ancient 
idyll  in  the  Old  World.” 

Everyone  who  moves  abroad  experiences  a period  of  cul- 
tural adjustment.  Frequently  the  difficulties  derive  from  the  day- 
to-day  chores — navigating  the  transportation  system,  searching 
for  muffin  tins,  or  negotiating  with  the  plumber  in  the  local 
dialect. 

Beth  Knobel  ’84,  who  has  lived  in  Moscow  since  1992,  found 
that  simply  acquiring  the  day’s  necessities,  proved  daunting.*; 
“When  I first  moved  to  Mosco#fcbmmunism  had  fallen  buthap- 
italism  hadn’t  really  arrived.  Stores-  were  pretty  bare  and  when 
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something  came  in,  there  was  a long  line  to  buy  it.” 
Knobel  relates  how  a Russian  friend  gave  her  a shop- 
ping lesson  at  GUM,  the  famous  department  store  in 
Red  Square.  “She  taught  me  how  to  get  in  one  line,  save 
my  place,  and  get  into  another  line.  She  could  manage 
to  be  in  three  lines  simultaneously!” 

For  Nancy  Herring  '79,  who  for  six  years  also  lived 
in  Moscow,  learning  how  to  get  around  town  was  a sur- 
prising experience.  “It’s  hitchhike  for  hire,”  she  explains. 
Every  day  she  thumbed  her  way  to  work,  first  negotiat- 
ing a price  with  a driver  and  then  getting  into  a car  with 
a stranger.  W hile  her  New  York  psyche  set  oil  alarm  bells 
at  this  risky  way  of  traveling,  Herring  says  that  the  sys- 
tem actually  worked  quite  well.  “It  helped  me  practice 
my  Russian  and  get  a clear  view  of  just  what  free-mar- 
ket  adjustments  had  done  to  people.” 


weekend,  the  city  trains  are  packed  with  people 
clamoring  to  get  to  the  country  and  hang  out  with 
their  grandmothers  in  the  garden,  have  a picnic  with  their 
I high  school  friends  and  do  laundry  with  their  moms.” 


When  adjusting  to  life  as  a Peace  Corps  volunteer  in 
Slovakia  in  1997,  Jessica  Houghton  '97  found  that  the 
smallest  things  proved  to  be  the  most  difficult.  “I  was 
always  getting  myself  into  trouble  or  giving  offense.  I'd 
walk  into  a shop  without  a basket-  -a  big  faux  pas  since 
they  assume  you’re  trying  to  steal.  I overcame  these  chal- 
lenges by  learning  about  them  the  hard  way.” 

Once  the  basics  are  more  or  less  mastered,  expats 
are  able  to  appreciate  the  motivations,  limitations,  and 
expectations  of  their  host  community. 

Houghton  was  struck  by  the  Slovaks’  lack  of  mate- 
rialism and  desire  for  simplicity.  “Their  expectations  are 
limited.  People  give  each  other  practical  gifts  like  sham- 
poo and  hangers,”  she  says.  “Every  weekend,  the  city 
trains  are  packed  with  people  clamoring  to  get  to  the 
country  and  hang  out  with  their  grandmothers  in  the 
garden,  have  a picnic  with  their  high  school  friends,  and 
do  laundry  with  their  moms.”  Houghton  explains  that 
during  communism,  work  was  a dangerous  place 
because  you  could  get  caught  expressing  the  wrong  opin- 
ions. “Home  was  where  you  could  feel  safe.” 

Although  Rachel  Bressel  Eisen  '84  had  lived  in 
Israel  with  her  family  while  growing  up,  returning  with 
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her  own  family  six  years  ago  still  presented  an  adjust- 
ment. It  was  made  easier  by  the  friendships  forged 
with  other  alumnae  also  living  there.  Even  so,  Eisen 
says  she  had  to  come  to  grips  with  cultural  differences, 
such  as  the  more  spirited  communication  styles  in  the 
Middle  East. 

Terri  Smith  Shreve  ’8 1 grew  up  in  an  expat  fam- 
ily, so  when  her  husband  was  offered  the  opportuni- 
ty to  open  his  law  firm’s  office  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia, 
they  jumped  at  the  chance.  While  living  a global  life 
had  made  her  more  sensitive  to  cultural  nuances,  she 
still  had  to  learn  the  ropes.  “I  quickly  understood 
that  it’s  rude  to  use  your  left  hand  in  public — some- 
thing I never  do  anymore  even  when  visiting  the 
United  States,”  Shreve  says.  “I  also  learned  that 
Indonesians  cannot  say  ‘no,’  so  I needed  to  learn 
how  to  interpret  what  ‘yes’  really  means.” 

Among  the  most  striking  differences  that  Shreve 
encountered  was  the  way  Indonesians  find  it  perfecdy 
acceptable  to  ask  extremely  personal  questions,  such  as 
what  form  of  birth  control  you  use.  “This  can  be  dis- 
concerting at  first,”  she  says,  “but  you  get  used  to  it  and 
they’re  just  being  friendly.” 

While  learning  the  local  language  and  mastering 
the  basics  helps  make  life  smoother,  as  Shreve  says,  “the 
longer  I live  here,  the  more  I realize  I will  never  really 
understand  Indonesia.” 

After  12  years  in  Indonesia,  Shreve  concedes 
“acknowledging  one’s  limitations  is  a big  step  in 
adjusting.” 
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r me,  being  in  Israel  has  actually  given  me  oppor- 
tunities thfet  I wouldn’t  have  had  in  the  New  York 
area.  In  the  past  decade,  many  dancers  have  immigrated  to 
Israel  from  the  former  Soviet  Union,  and  they  have  been 
willing  to  work  with  a wider  group  of  dancers  than  they 
might  have  previously” 


The  Portable  Profession 

Living  overseas  can  be  a professional  spring- 
board, a divergent  career  path,  or  a chance  to  recre- 
ate one’s  professional  and  creative  life  anew. 

Herring,  now  li\ing  in  the  United  States,  original- 
ly relocated  to  Moscow  in  1996  for  professional 
advancement.  In  America,  she  was  a junior  portfolio 
manager.  In  Russia  she  advanced  to  senior  portfolio 
manager  for  a U.S.  fund  investing  in  Russia  and  intro- 
duced some  of  the  first  mutual  funds  there.  Knobel,  also 
in  Moscow,  recognizes  the  opportunities  that  being- 
abroad  has  afforded  her — she’s  the  Moscow  bureau 
chief  for  CBS  News.  “I  can’t  think  of  another  CBS 
bureau  that  has  such  a young  chief  or  where  I would  get 
to  do  so  much — report,  produce,  manage,”  she  says. 

Just  when  Eisen  was  hanging  up  her  toe  shoes, 
relocating  to  Israel  gave  her  dance  career  a new  stage. 
“For  me,  being  in  Israel  has  actually  given  me  oppor- 
tunities that  I wouldn’t  have  had  in  the  New  York 
area.  In  the  past  decade  many  dancers  have  immi- 
grated to  Israel  from  the  former  Soviet  Union,  and 
they  have  been  willing  to  work  with  a wider  group  of 
dancers  than  they  might  have  previously.” 

When  she  moved  to  Israel  over  25  years  ago, 
Joyce  Rosman  Brenner  ’61  found  an  avenue  for  her 
calling.  Trained  as  a social  worker,  she  eventually  set 
up,  along  with  10  other  women,  The  Counseling  Cen- 
ter for  Women,  Israel’s  only  feminist  therapy  center, 
in  Ramat  Gan  and  Jerusalem.  She  has  parlayed  this 
into  an  active  role  in  furthering  women’s  rights.  Bren- 
ner achieved  international  notoriety  when  she  was 

continued  on  page  65 
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rachael  chong  ’04 


hen  Rosalia  Wing  Ki  Wong 
’07  arrived  at  Barnard  last  fall 
for  Orientation,  it  was  the  first 
time  that  she’d  been  to  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Wong,  who  grew  up  in  Hong 
Kong,  was  nonplussed  by  the  fact  that 
she’d  be  so  far  from  her  family. 

After  attending  a boarding  school 
in  Hong  Kong,  she  wanted  to  be  in  a big 
city,  and  was  thinking  about  London  or 
New  York  for  college.  A talk  by  a 
Barnard  admissions  officer  at  her  high 
school  persuaded  her  to  come  here. 

“The  classes  are  interesting,  I really 
love  the  dance  department,  and  I love 


the  fact  that  Barnard  is  in  the  city,”  she 
says.  A dancer  who  takes  advanced  cal- 
culus and  astronomy  classes,  Wong 
hopes  to  earn  a Ph.D.  in  physics.  Class- 
es and  activ  ities  keep  her  busy.  “My  par- 
ents complain  that  I don’t  call  enough.” 

arnard,  justifiably,  prides  itself  on 
the  diversity  of  its  student  body. 
The  College’s  2,260  students  rep- 
resent every  state,  as  well  as  27 
countries.  Currently,  about  15  percent 
of  the  students  are  international,  with 
4 percent  international  citizens.  (The 
distinction,  says  Dean  of  Admissions 


International  Students 
Thrive  at  Barnard 


bv  Merri  Rosenberg  ’78 
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“I’m  very  happy  here. 

The  last  three  years  have  been  the  happiest  of  mv  life.” 

adelie  tilebalieva  '05 


Jennifer  Gill  Fondiller  '88,  is  that  international  stu- 
dents might  be  U.S.  citizens  who  live  overseas.) 

“I  love  advising  the  international  students,” 
says  Christina  Kuan  Tsu  ’83,  an  assistant  dean  of 
studies  who’s  the  international  students  adviser  as 
well  as  the  pre-law  adviser.  “They’re  such  an  inter- 
esting group.  They’ve  lived  in  many  countries  and 
they’re  just  fascinating.” 

Most  of  Barnard’s  international  students 
attended  international  or  American  schools 
abroad,  “so  they’re  used  to  being  independent,” 
Kuan  Tsu  says.  Many  come  from  Canada  and 
Asia,  including  Mongolia  and  mainland  China. 
Other  countries  represented  include  Argentina, 
Brazil,  Costa  Rica,  France,  Germany,  Mexico, 
Russia,  and  the  United  Kingdom.  Their  parents 
frequently  are  diplomats  or  work  for  internation- 
al organizations  or  global  corporations. 

The  College  makes  every  effort  to  smooth 
their  way:  Kuan  Tsu  helps  them  with  their  con- 
cerns, such  as  visas,  and  there  are  regularly  sched- 
uled social  events  to  give  the  students  a support 

“I  wanted  to 

study  something 
completely 
different  from 
music.” 

y u m i c h o ’04 

network.  Last  fall,  for  the  first  time,  Orientation 
materials  included  a special  handbook  and  pack- 
et for  international  students.  The  College  also 
hosted  a private  lunch  for  them.  Still,  Kuan  Tsu 
explains,  “It’s  important  for  them  to  be  acclimat- 
ed to  the  entire  community.  They  like  to  get 
together  with  American  students.” 

The  Multicultural  & International  Student 
Association,  which  began  in  March  2003,  is 
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another  example  of  how  the  College  sup- 
ports its  international  students.  “There  are 
over  250  students  from  both  sides  of  Broad- 
way,” says  Rachael  Chong  '04,  the  group’s 
founder  and  president.  The  group  has 
“evolved  to  promote  multiculturalism,  with 
the  idea  that  America  is  part  of  an  inter- 
national community,”  she  says. 

A political  economy  major  and  envi- 
ronmental science  and  psychology  minor, 
Chong  was  born  in  Australia  and  moved 
to  Beijing  with  her  family  when  she  was 
I 0.  Her  father  was  born  in  Malaysia;  her 
mother  was  born  in  Hong  Kong  and  is  an 
Australian  diplomat.  Chong  spent  her 
senior  year  of  high  school  at  the  Taipei 
American  School  in  Taipei,  Taiwan,  after 
her  family  moved  there. 

“I  chose  Barnard  because  I wanted  a 


very  diverse  school  to  mimic  my  high 
school,”  she  says.  Originally  thinking  she 
wanted  to  study  the  sciences  (she  even  spent 
the  second  semester  of  her  sophomore  year 
at  Biosphere  2 in  Arizona),  she  changed  her 
mind  after  interning  at  environmental  and 
business  firms.  Now  focused  on  develop- 
mental economics,  Chong  will  be  working 
at  UBS  in  its  investment  banking  division 
after  graduation. 

International  students  are  assigned  an 
academic  adv  iser  like  everyone  else,  but 
also  have  access  to  Kuan  Tsu  to  help  nego- 
tiate any  visa  or  immigration  problems 
that  may  arise.  For  example,  after  students 
have  been  admitted  and  are  planning  to 
attend  Barnard,  Kuan  Tsu  works  closely 
with  the  admissions  office  to  help  these 
students  apply  for  their  student  visas.  She 


has  written  letters  to  help  Muslim  students 
who  want  to  re-enter  the  United  States, 
and  to  help  parents  who  may  be  having 
problems  receiving  visas  to  visit  their 
daughters  here,  such  as  the  mother  of  a 
Russian  student  who  hadn’t  seen  her 
daughter  in  two  years. 

Such  support  has  become  increas- 
ingly important  with  the  political  realities 
that  have  emerged  after  9/11.  One  stu- 
dent, echoing  the  perspective  of  others, 
appreciated  that  “with  the  climate 
change  after  9/11,  I felt  very  supported 
and  taken  care  of.” 

As  one  might  expect,  the  politics  of 
the  post-9/ 1 1 world  do  intrude  on  the 
international  student  experience  at 
Barnard.  After  9/11,  the  number  of  appli- 
cations from  international  students 
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0 V G advising  the  international  students.” 

Christina  kuan  t s u '83 


decreased  for  a year  because  it  was  harder 
for  students  from  many  countries  to  secure 
a visa,  Fondiller  says.  Similarly,  applicants 
from  Asia  have  been  affected  by  the  SARS 
epidemic.  As  those  who  weren’t  able  to 
attend  classes  didn’t  have  grades  for  the 
entire  term,  “we  needed  to  be  aware  of 
this  when  evaluating  their  applications.” 

Even  so,  this  year  there  has  been  a sev- 
en and  a half  percent  increase  in  interna- 
tional students  applying  to  Barnard. 

“The  College  has  made  concerted 
efforts  to  attract  students  from  all  different 
areas,  including  Europe,  Asia,  Mexico, 
and  Canada,”  Fondiller  says. 

One  way  is  through  attendance  at  var- 
ious conferences,  where  Barnard  admis- 
sions counselors  can  meet  with  high  school 
guidance  counselors  from  schools  through- 
out Europe  and  other  countries,  including 
India  and  Africa.  And  once  the  applica- 


tions arrive  on  campus  there  are  admis- 
sions officers  who  are  “trained  to  read 
international  transcripts  and  coordinate 
visa  issues,”  Fondiller  says. 

In  the  past  few  years,  college  repre- 
sentatives have  traveled  to  Asia  to  talk  to 
prospective  students  and  have  worked  with 
alumnae  in  Hong  Kong,  Seoul,  and  Tokyo 
who  can  speak  to  local  high  school  students 
and  their  parents.  In  the  past  two  years,  the 
admissions  office  has  joined  forces  with 
Janet  Alperstein  ’92,  assistant  dean  of 
studies  and  dean  for  study  abroad,  to 
involve  Barnard  students  who  are  studying 
abroad  in  a similar  outreach  effort. 

“We  can’t  be  everywhere,”  Fondiller 
says,  adding  that  she  tries  to  meet  with 
Barnard  students  whenever  she’s  on  an 
overseas  trip.  “We’re  trying  to  be  creative 
and  quite  innovative  in  our  outreach  efforts.” 

In  fact,  the  enhanced  study  abroad 


program  helps  Barnard  attract  interna- 
tional students. 

“It’s  an  asset  for  international  students 
to  study  abroad  while  an  undergraduate 
because  Barnard  has  recently  approved  a 
lot  more  study  abroad  programs,”  says 
Shelene  Gomes  ’04,  who  spent  one  semes- 
ter in  Mexico  and  another  in  Cairo. 
Gomes,  who’s  from  Trinidad  and  Tobago, 
is  an  anthropology  major  and  women’s 
studies  minor  who  plans  to  pursue  gradu- 
ate studies  in  social  anthropology  in  Cairo 
in  the  fall  and  then  in  London  in  2005. 

Since  the  spring  of  200 1 , the  College 
has  increased  the  number  of  approved 
study  abroad  programs  from  100  to  300, 
Alperstein  says.  “Everyone  should  explore 
study  abroad.” 

During  her  site  visits  to  the  pro- 
grams that  Barnard  students  participate 
continued  on  page  66 
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A ctor  Lauren  Graham  ’88 
/ \ used  to  be  a tomboy  who 
X A.rode  horses;  now  she 
loves  New  York  and  sits  for  hours 
getting  her  hair  and  makeup 

done.  She  was  raised  by  her  dad; 

. 

now  she  plays  a single  mom  on 
TV.  She  has  had  long  periods  of 
unemployment  as  an  actor.  And 
now?  She  works  14-hour  days. 


Her  versatility  is 
not  only  necessary  for 
acting  in  general,  but 
has  also  been  essential, 
in  particular,  for  the  role 
she  accepted  on  March 
16,  2000 — her  birth- 
day— to  star  as  Lorelai 
Gilmore  in  The  WB’s 
smart,  sassy,  fast-paced, 
hour-long  dramedy 
“Gilmore  Girls.”  The 
biographies  of  Graham 
and  her  character  con- 


is  the  bookish 
Rory.  Yet  her  con- 
vincing portrayal 
of  Lorelai’s  con- 
tradictions— chic 
but  childish,  sar- 
castic but  sensi- 
tive — has  earned 
her  a Golden 
Globe  nomination 
for  best  actress  in  a 
drama  series  and 


trast  sharply.  Lorelai  is  a 
single  mother  who  had  her  daughter,  Rory  Gilmore  (Alexis  Bledel), 
at  1 6;  Graham  started  college  at  1 7 and  has  no  children.  Lorelai 
has  an  overbearing  mother;  Graham,  whose  mother  moved  to 
England  to  pursue  a singing  career  when  Graham  was  5,  didn’t 
have  a mother  living  with  her  until  her  father  remarried  when 
Graham  was  1 4. 

Despite  these  differences,  the  first  few  minutes  of  any 
episode  of  “Gilmore  Girls”  make  clear  that  the  show’s  trademark 
banter  exists  because  of  another  defining  Graham  trait:  the  fast 
clip  of  her  tongue.  In  an  episode  that  aired  last  winter,  Lorelai 
and  her  daughter  are  walking  down  the  street  in  their  small  town, 
Stars  Hollow,  Conn.  Rory  is  teaching  her  mom  that  the  plural 
of  “cul-de-sac”  is  “culs-de-sac,”  which,  to  Lorelai,  sounds  wrong 
and  therefore  should  be  wrong.  To  prove  her  point,  when  they 
show  up  at  the  local  diner  and  start  talking  with  owner  Luke 
Danes  (Scott  Patterson),  she  goads  her  daughter  by  throwing 
words  like  “rooms-mate,”  “pans-cake,”  and  “mens-u”  so  naturally 
into  her  quick  stream  of  words  that  you’re  amazed  she  doesn’t  trip 
over  them.  It’s  a classic  “Who’s  the  mom  here?”  moment,  because 
Rory,  whose  maturity  always  makes  her  seem  like  Lorelai’s  best 
friend  rather  than  her  daughter,  just  ignores  her.  Lorelai  eventu- 
ally drops  it  when  she  realizes  she  won’t  get  the  attention  she 
wants.  Just  like  a kid. 

Graham  admits  that  the  character  with  which  she  relates  best 


two  Screen  Actors 
Guild  nomina- 
tions for  outstand- 
ing performance  by  a female  actor  in  a drama  series.  And  the 
show,  which  started  off  in  the  rocky  timeslot  opposite  “Friends” 
on  Thursday  nights,  has  now  lasted  four  seasons  and  attracts 
nearly  5 million  viewers  after  being  moved  in  the  fall  of  2001  to 
Tuesday  night  airtime. 

The  success  of  “Gilmore  Girls”  is  a welcome  change  for  Gra- 
ham, who  was  in  four  failed  sitcoms  (“Conrad  Bloom,”  “Good 
Company,”  “M.YO.B.,”  and  “Townies”)  right  up  until  she  got  the 
role  as  Lorelai,  which  she  auditioned  for  and  got,  incidentally,  in 
one  day.  “I  had  been  involved  in  a lot  of  different  shows  by  then,” 
she  says  by  phone  from  The  WB’s  Burbank  studios  on  her  lunch 
break.  “But  that  was  the  kind  of  part  I wanted.  You  know,  an 
hour-long  show  tends  to  be  a slighdy  more  realistic  world.  Even 
though  I love  half-hour,  I love  TV  comedy;  I wanted  to  do  a char- 
acter that  was  a little  more  complex  than  what  I’d  had.  Sometimes 
you  get  a more  generic  kind  of  character  in  television,  and  I loved 
that  this  was  someone  who  had  all  this  rich  back-story—  -so  she 
had  justification  to  be  sarcastic  and  tough.” 

Rich  stories  have  been  irresistible  to  Graham  from  a young- 
age,  before  she  knew  she  wanted  to  be  an  actor.  “I  was  involved 
in  theater  from  the  time  I was  little,”  she  says  of  her  time  grow- 
ing up  in  northern  Virginia.  “I  was  always  doing  talent  shows 
and  whatever  we  had  going  on  at  school  and  summer  camp.  I 

continued  on  page  67 
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No  Shortage  of 

Opinions  Here 

Students  Tackle  Diversity  Issues  at  ' Beyond  the  Box"  Conference 

By  Jo  Kadlecek 


An  urban  studies  major , 

Mercedes  Montagnes  '05  felt  there  was  a need  for  "broader 

discussion  about  patterns  of  inclusion  and 


But  an  hour-long  conversation  with  some  friends  over  lunch  or 
dinner  wasn’t  what  she  had  in  mind.  Montagnes,  who  sees  the- 
ater as  a vehicle  for  social  change,  wanted  to  do  something  on  a 
much  larger  scale. 

So  did  Zoe  Duskin  ’05.  Duskin — an  American  studies  major 
with  a concentration  in  race  politics  and  an  education  minor  — 
has  placed  multicultural  issues  at  the  forefront  of  her  life, 


exclusion  in  our  political  system." 

whether  she’s  making  decisions  about  college,  her  planned  teach- 
ing career,  or  extracurricular  activities. 

So  Montagnes  and  Duskin  decided  to  bring  the  sixth 
“Beyond  the  Box”  diversity-'  conference  to  Barnard  in  November. 
At  the  conference,  about  200  students  from  leading  national  lib- 
eral arts  colleges  attended  workshops  on  topics  such  as  disabilities, 
socio-economic  class,  white  privilege,  socialization,  and  religion. 


Brainstorming  ways  to  foster  an  environment  where  everyone  feels  welcome. 
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Left  to  right: 

Conference  co-chairs 
Mercedes  Montagnes  '05 
and  Zoe  Duskin  '05  with 
Sonny  Ago,  director  of 
the  Office  for 
Multicultural  Affairs. 


Founded  at  Swarthmore  College  six  years  ago,  these  stu- 
dent-organized conferences  provide  a forum  for  discussing 
issues  of  diversity  and  identity.  Campus  leaders  exchange 
strategies  for  success  as  well  as  address  difficult  issues.  The 
conference  at  Barnard  drew  students  from  Amherst,  Dart- 
mouth, Wesleyan,  and  Wellesley,  among  other  schools. 

Working  closely  with  Sonny  Ago,  director  of  Barnard’s 
Office  for  Multicultural  Affairs,  and  Gloria  Anderson, 
another  multicultural  affairs  staff  member,  Duskin  and 
Montagnes  led  a steering  committee — comprising  more 
than  a dozen  Barnard  students  representing  various  back- 
grounds— that  developed  the  conference’s  theme  (“Person- 
al Stories  to  Collaborative  Solutions”)  and  agenda.  “This 
conference  is  a powerful  idea  to  me  because  it’s  about  bring- 
ing together  all  different  components  of  Barnard  to  have  an 
impact  on  our  community  members,  and  at  the  same  time 
bringing  these  other  schools  here  to  have  a conversation 
with  each  other,”  Duskin  said. 

“Our  collective  mission,  and  the  work  you  begin  this 
weekend,  is  how  to  ...  alter  the  environments  on  our  campus- 
es so  that  all  students,  staff,  and  faculty,  regardless  of  the  iden- 
tities that  they  embrace,  feel  equally  expected  to  thrive,  suc- 
ceed, and  contribute,”  Dean  of  the  College  Dorothy  Ur  man 
Denburg  ’70  said  at  the  opening  reception. 

One  of  the  themes  that  emerged  from  “Beyond  the 
Box”  was  that  students  experience  mixed  messages  about 
diversity.  During  a workshop  on  “Internationalism  or 
Nationalism:  Multiculturalism  and  the  International  Per- 
spective,” led  by  members  of  Barnard’s  Multicultural  & 
International  Student  Association,  one  student  expressed 


Above:  Linda  Zhang 
'07.  Right:  "Beyond 
the  Box"  steering 
committee  member 
Martha  Schlatter  '04, 
who  led  a session 
on  "Reducing 
Hierarchies, 
Realizing  Diversities." 
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Debating  issues  of  identity,  minority  representation,  marginalization,  and  educational  equity. 


concern  about  groups  becoming  exclusive.  “Diverse  student 
groups  are  good  for  students  to  connect  because  of  their 
common  roots,  but  the  danger  is  that  they  can  become  a bub- 
ble that  keeps  students  from  exploring  other  groups  as  well.” 

“A  major  problem  on  campuses  is  we  have  diversity,  but 
that  does  not  mean  we  are  unified,”  another  student  said. 
"In  fact,  there’s  often  division  within  groups,  even  though 
there’s  a general  commitment  to  multiculturalism.”  Multi- 
culturalism  and  the  rising  tide  of  internationalism  needs  to 
be  viewed  as  everyone’s  issue,  even  though  many  white  stu- 
dents don’t  see  it  as  theirs,  another  student  pointed  out.  Par- 
ticipants in  the  workshop  agreed  that  issues  common  to  all 
campuses  were  raising  awareness,  providing  opportunities 
for  expression  for  all  groups,  creating  clear  goals  for 
groups,  mutual  support,  and  constant  review  of  why  the 
groups  exist  at  all. 

In  another  workshop,  “I’m  Just  Me  . . . Or  Am  I?  The 
Cycle  of  Socialization,”  Lee  Anne  Bell,  Ed.D.,  director  of 
Barnard’s  education  program,  teamed  up  with  Suraiya 
Baluch,  Ph.D.,  associate  director  of  the  Rosemary  Frankel 
Furman  ’58  Counseling  Center,  and  led  participants  in 
role-playing  exercises  to  show  the  effects  of  labeling  other 
people.  "Many  of  us  grew  up  with  conflicting  messages:  We 
were  told  to  accept  people,  but  not  everyone  was  ‘accept- 
able’ in  our  circles,”  Bell  said.  “We’re  all  unique  and  want 
to  be  treated  as  such,  but  we  live  in  a society  where  labels 
are  often  attached  to  social  groups  and  some  are  given  dif- 
ferent value  than  others.  The  powerful  and  painful  stories 
of  socialization  often  are  contradictory,  but  maybe  part  of 

Above.  Natasha  Bruss  '05,  left,  and  Sunanda  Sachatrakul  '05,  right, 
lead  a session  on  "Internationalism  or  Nationalism: 

Multiculturalism  and  the  International  Perspective." 

Left:  Lee  Anne  Bell,  director  of  BarnardS  education  program,  leads  a 
session  on  the  cycle  of  socialization. 
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the  process  of  coming  to  terms  with  these  issues  is  to 
uncover  these  stories.” 

Some  students  said  they  felt  that  the  responsibility  for 
raising  awareness  at  their  schools  had  fallen  on  their  shoul- 
ders entirely,  and  they  wanted  more  involvement  from  their 
school’s  administration.  Others,  however,  suggested  the  stu- 
dent body  at  their  schools  should  be  more  involved  in  main- 
taining their  administration’s  clear  and  consistent  commit- 
ment to  diversity.  For  example,  when  the  question  arose 
about  how  to  foster  an  environment  where  everyone  feels 
welcome,  students  said  that  events  such  as  discussions  on  dis- 
crimination, cross-cultural  celebrations,  and  film  forums  had 
been  held  at  their  campuses.  Some,  though,  quickly  identi- 
fied the  limits  of  these  events,  pointing  out  that  many  are  only 
attended  by  people  of  color,  and  not  by  white  students.  “Peo- 
ple don’t  mind  partying  and  celebrating,  but  when  it  comes 
down  to  the  hard  issues,  the  life  and  death  issues,  well,  whites 
usually  don’t  attend  these  functions,”  one  student  said. 

Montagues  and  Duskin  believe  the  conference  offers 
progress  toward  challenging  students  to  “build  alliances 
across  identity  groups.” 

“The  conference  is  proactive  in  helping  people  reclaim 
their  voices,”  Duskin  said. 

Carol  Chuang  ’07  said  she  attended  the  conference  to 
learn  how  to  take  advantage  of  the  diversity  at  Barnard. 
“I  think  diversity  is  something  people  take  for  granted,  but 
the  conference  gives  us  ideas  for  change.” 

continued  on  page  66 

Top:  Alexis  Gumbs  '04  of  the  Social  Justice  Empowerment 
Initiative  leads  a session  on  activism.  Right:  Taking  a break  between 
discussions.  Below:  Roleplaying  with  Lee  Anne  Beil  and  Suraiya 
Baluch  of  the  Rosemary  Frankel  Furman  '58  Counseling  Center. 


A A B C NEWS 


The  Alumnae  Association 

of  Barnard  College 

There  are  more  than  29,000  Barnard  alumnae  throughout  the  world.  All  of  us 
belong  to  Barnard’s  alumnae  association.  Established  in  1895  by  alumnae  to 
support  the  College,  the  AABC  connects  alumnae  to  Barnard  and  to  each 
other.  The  home  for  alumnae  on  Barnard’s  campus  is  the  Vagelos  Alumnae 
Center,  located  in  the  historic  Deanery. 


One  of  the  most  precious  aspects  of  a 
Barnard  education  is  our  global  network 
of  interesting,  intelligent  alumnae.  Listed 
on  the  opposite  page  are  the  presidents  of 
alumnae  clubs.  Whether  you’re  interested 
in  career  networking,  cultural  events,  or 
academic  talks,  the  Barnard  club  in  your 
region  has  something  to  offer.  Highlights 
of  recent  regional  events: 


The  Barnard  Club  of  Connecticut’s  October  wine  tasting  and  tour  of 
McLaughlin  Vineyards  in  Sandy  Hook,  Conn. 


Connecticut 

The  Barnard  Club  of  Connecticut  is  con- 
tinuing its  great  tradition  of  monthly  net- 
working meetings  where  alumnae  discuss 
career  and  lifestyle  issues.  The  free  meet- 
ings at  local  public  libraries  feature  speak- 
ers on  a variety  of  topics,  including  work- 
life  balance  and  fashion  in  the  workplace. 

If  you’re  interested  in  learning  more,  con- 
tact Joanne  Tuminski  Kabak  ’69  at 
jot923@aol.com. 

London 

The  Barnard  Club  of  Great  Britain  got  the  new  year  off  to  a wonder- 
ful start  with  an  event  at  the  Atlantic  Bar  and  Grill  in  Soho.  More  than 
40  alumnae  and  friends  gathered  in  January  to  mingle  and  discuss  the 
club  plans  for  the  coming  year.  A new  club  board  was  formed  in 
November  2003,  and  Ali  Kapelow  Somers  ’98  was  appointed  president. 
There  are  more  than  200  alumnae  in  Great  Britain.  Future  club  activ- 
ities include  afternoon  teas,  tours  of  London  museums,  and  evening 
happy  hours. 

North  Texas 

More  than  100  alumnae  live  in  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth  area,  and  the 
Barnard  Club  of  North  Texas  is  growing.  Co-presidents  Alham  (Ally) 


Abbasi  ’97  and  Marcy  Berman  '96  are  developing  new  programs  and 
events.  Last  year,  the  group  held  a kickoff  social  event  and  assembled 
alumnae  for  a guided  tour  of  the  Meadows  Museum  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

San  Francisco 

The  Barnard  Club  of  Northern  California  joined  forces  with  the 
Columbia  Club  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  to  present  “Expand- 
ing Horizons:  A Professional  Development  Seminar.”  The  program 
included  panels  on  entrepreneurship  and  developing  leadership  skills. 
More  than  1 00  alumnae  from  the  university  community  attended  this 
January  event.  Panelists  included  Anne-Marie  Fowler  ’90,  Toby  Levy 
’72,  and  Susan  Shargel  ’68.  Special  thanks  go  to  Margot  Kong  ’92, 
Sharon  Perlman  ’89,  and  Julie  Rubinstein  ’96  of  the  club  board  for  all 
of  their  organizational  efforts. 
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ARIZONA 

Barnard  Club  of  North  Central  Arizona 
Renee  Klausner  Gerstman  ’82 
rgerstman@gzlawaz.com 

Barnard  Club  of  Tucson 
Sarah  Golden  Schulman  ’68 
sarahjaneschulman@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Barnard  Club  of  Los  Angeles 
Marcia  Zylber  Gordon  ’77 
mzgordon@buchalter.com 

Barnard  Club  of  Northern  California 
Julie  Rubinstein  ’96 
julesr@alum.barnard.edu 

Barnard  Club  of  San  Diego 
Janice  Tobias  Lutz  ’93 
janice.lutz@alum.barnard.edu 

COLORADO 

Rocky  Mountain  Barnard  Club 
Sarah  Killeen  ’96 
sarahearlekilleen@yahoo.com 

CONNECTICUT 

Barnard  Club  of  Connecticut 
Susan  Sommer  Klapkin  ’76 
msklapkin@aol.com 

FLORIDA 

Barnard  Club  of  South  Florida 
Marion  Bachrach  Wolfson  ’57 
ustwo@bellsouth.net 

GEORGIA 

Barnard  Club  of  Atlanta 
alumnaeaffairs@barnard.edu 

ILLINOIS 

Barnard  Club  of  Chicago 
Lisa  A.  Farrington  ’85 
mblf@aol.com 

MARYLAND 

Barnard  Club  of  Central  Maryland 
Miriam  Scharfman  Zadek  ’50 
mzadek@alum.barnard.edu 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Barnard  Club  of  Boston 
Hannah  Razdow  Simon  ’58 
hannah.simon@comcast.net 

MICHIGAN 

Barnard  Club  of  Greater  Detroit 
Sharon  Smith  ’90 
sharonks@umich.edu 

MINNESOTA 

Barnard  Club  of  Upper  Midwest 
Linda  Masters  Barrows  ’73 
lindab  7 3@aol  .com 

NEW  JERSEY 

Barnard  Club  of  Greater  Northern 
New  Jersey 

Marilyn  Umlas  Wachtel  ’6 1 
marilynwachtell8@alum.barnard.edu 

Barnard  Club  of  Monmouth  County 
New  Jersey 

Renee  Becker  Swartz  ’55 
rswartz@shore.co.monmouth.nj.us 

NEW  MEXICO 

Barnard  Club  of  New  Mexico 
Cynthia  Barber  ’6 1 
cbarber@alum.barnard.edu 

NEW  YORK 

Barnard  Business  and  Professional  Women 
Suzanne  B.  Konowitz  ’78 
suzanne@bbpw.org 

Barnard  Club  of  New  York 
Marilyn  Rich  Rosenblatt  ’52 
blattcda@aol.com 

Barnard  Club  of  Long  Island 
Mary  Lee  Keats  Morris  ’65 
mlmorris@optonline.net 
Shulamith  (Sue)  Stromer  Talansky  ’75 
suet555@aol.com 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Barnard  Club  of  Philadelphia 
Debra  Markowitz  ’93 
dmarkowitz30@hotmail.com 


Susan  Frosten  ’85 
frosten@philadelphia.edu 

Barnard  Club  of  Pittsburgh 
Tybe  Brett  ’76 
tybeabrett@msn.com 

TEXAS 

Barnard  Club  of  Houston 
Sigrid  Caroline  Schroder  ’77 
barnardclubhoust@aol.com 

Barnard  Club  of  North  Texas 
Ahlam  (Ally)  Abbasi  ’97 
alia  1 23@sbcglobal.net 
Marcy  Berman  ’96 
marmarlaw@hotmail.com 

WASHINGTON  D.C. 

Barnard-In-Washington 
Monika  Krizek  Griffis  ’83 
biwclub@aol.com 

WASHINGTON  STATE 

Barnard  Club  of  Seattle 
Eloise  Ashby  Andrus  ’52 
andrus@sprintmail.com 

International: 

Barnard  Club  of  Toronto 
Carol  Burtin  Fripp  ’64 
cbf@tvo.org 

Barnard  Club  of  Great  Britain 
Ali  Kapelow  Somers  ’98 
barnardclubgb@yahoo.co.uk 

Barnard  Club  of  Paris 
Anna  Latella  Lascar  ’69 
anna.lascar@twobirds.com 


For  a complete  list  of  regional  clubs  and  repre- 
sentatives, visit  www.barnard.edu/alum  and 
click  on  “Alumnae  Classes  & Groups.”  If  your 
area  doesn’t  appear  on  the  list  on  the  Web  site 
and  you’d  like  to  serve  as  a regional  represen- 
tative or  help  to  organize  a new  club,  please 
contact  Alumnae  Affairs  at  212-854-2005  or 
alumnaeaffairs@barnard.edu. 
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CLASS  NOTES 


We  received  a sad  message  from 
Matthew  Collins  that  his  mother,  Ethel 
Quint  Collins,  passed  away  Dec.  16. 
After  a short  stint  in  the  workplace  Ethel 
devoted  herself  to  motherhood  and 
homemaking.  In  the  late  1930s  she 
worked  as  a “spy”  for  the  B’nai  Brith  in 
New  York  City,  attending  Nazi  Bund 
meetings  and  rallies,  where  her  name 
and  looks  wouldn’t  give  her  away  as 
being  Jewish.  Throughout  her  long  life 
she  took  an  active  interest  in  Barnard 
affairs  and  was  proud  to  be  an  alumna. 


from  Wellesley  and  Radcliffe  Colleges, 
respectively.  She  taught  at  several  schools 
and  colleges,  and  from  1946  until  1961 
she  worked  for  the  Army  Chemical  Corps 
in  Edgewood,  Md.,  and  she  was  the  first 
woman  to  receive  the  Secretary  of  the 
Army  Decoration  for  Exceptional  Civilian 
Service  in  1961.  Three  years  later,  she 
received  the  Army’s  highest  decoration  for 
exceptional  civilian  service.  She  retired  to 
Philadelphia  in  1966.  She  is  survived  by 
two  stepdaughters  and  two  stepsons. 

75TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 


We  are  sorry  to  report  the  loss  of  four 
classmates:  Barbara  Truby  La  Garde, 
Dec.  9,  2002;  Desmond  O’Donoghue, 
April  13,  2001;  Eleanor  Holleran 
Potvin,  June  15,  1998;  and  Alice 
Jacobson  Selover,  Oct.  1 1,  1987. 

Please  let  us  hear  some  good  news 
from  you! 

Sylvia  Kamion  Maibaum 
826  Greentree  Road 
Pacific  Palisades,  CA  90272 
310-454-0533 


Louise  Rosenblatt  Ratner  attributes 
her  good  health  and  long  life  to  nutrition, 
contemporary  medicine,  a happy  mar- 
riage, and  continuing  work  she  enjoys. 
She  spends  her  time  writing  professional 
and  social  correspondence  and  articles, 
exercising,  reading,  bird-watching,  and 
welcoming  visitors. 
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Joyce  Kosh  Kaiser’s  obituary  of  Harriet 
Wilinsky  Goodman  appears  on  page  62. 


We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Gabrielle 
Asset  Brieger  passed  away  at  98  on 
Dec.  21,  in  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 
Gabrielle  was  born  in  Yonkers,  N.Y.,  of 
French  parents.  She  received  a bachelor’s 
degree  in  physics  from  Barnard  and  sub- 
sequendy  two  master’s  degrees  in  physics 


Many  thanks  for  her  years  of  hard  work 
and  dedication  go  to  Anny  Birnbaum 
Brieger,  who  is  stepping  down  as  class 
correspondent.  We  also  thank  her  for  this, 
her  final  column. 

June  is  our  75th  reunion.  I urge  all 
remaining  class  members  to  attend.  Ours 
may  be  the  oldest  class  attending,  so  show 
your  love  of  Barnard.  Furthermore,  your 
appreciation  could  inspire  you  to  make  an 
increased  gift  to  The  Barnard  Fund.  Our 
College  needs  us  to  help  students  acquire 
the  wonderful  education  we  were  privi- 
leged to  have. 

We  mourn  the  loss  of  two  classmates 
who  passed  away  recently:  Rose 
Grundfest  Schneider  and  Helen 
Savery  Hungerford.  To  their  families 
our  heartfelt  condolences  as  we  share 
their  sorrow. 

Rose  attained  the  rank  of  professor  of 
pediatrics  and  human  biological  chem- 
istry and  genetics  at  the  University  of 
Texas  Medical  Branch  in  Galveston, 
Texas.  After  she  received  her  bachelor’s 
from  Barnard,  she  earned  a master’s  in 
bacteriology  and  immunology  from 
Harvard  Medical  School,  and  a doctorate 
in  pathology  from  Cornell  Medical 
College.  She  was  an  internationally  rec- 
ognized scientist,  whose  research  broad- 
ened the  understanding  of  potentially 
fatal  blood  disorders,  such  as  sickle-cell 
anemia.  She  is  survived  by  a daughter,  a 
son,  a brother,  and  four  grandchildren. 

Thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  serving 
Barnard  College.  I plan  to  be  at  reunion  (in 
my  wheelchair)  and  hope  to  see  you  then. 


It  is  with  great  sadness  that  we  report  the 
death  of  Dora  Breitwieser 
Stoutenberg,  a devoted  alumna  who 
served  as  class  correspondent  for  many 
years.  Dora  passed  away  at  92  on  Feb.  1 8 
in  Farmington,  N.Y.  For  many  years  she 
was  a teacher  at  Mooreland  Hill  School 
in  Kensington.  She  was  a past  president 
of  the  New  Britain  chapter  of  the 
American  Association  of  University 
Women,  a member  of  the  board  of  the 
YWCA,  and  a long-time  volunteer  with 
the  handicapped  swim  club  of  the 
YWCA.  She  sewed  as  a deacon  and  a 
moderator  of  South  Congregational-First 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Hartford  district  women’s  fellowship 
committee  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  Connecticut  Conference.  She  is 
survived  by  two  sons  and  daughters-in- 
law,  a sister,  six  grandchildren,  and  two 
great-grandchildren. 
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We  all  seem  to  be  aging  rapidly  and  sad  to 
say,  I must  report  that  many  of  our  class- 
mates have  passed  away.  They  include 
Fayette  Smith  Scheuch,  who  lived  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  passed  away  on 
March  7,  2003.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band and  daughter. 

Edythe  Arbus  Holzman  passed 
away  on  May  5,  2003.  She  is  survived  by 
her  daughter  Peggyanne  Semel  Kahn  ’66. 

Anne  Neumann  Blashuk  passed 
away  June  25,  1998.  Unfortunately  we 
have  no  further  information. 
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Frances  Rubens  Schoenbach  died 
Dec.  17,  2003,  in  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  A 
math  major,  she  was  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and 
graduated  with  honors.  Frances  graduat- 
ed First  in  her  class  from  Boston 
University  Law  School.  Widowed  at  age 
37,  she  raised  three  small  children.  At  59 
she  returned  to  law  at  the  appellate  divi- 
sion of  the  N.Y.  State  Supreme  Court, 
working  for  1 1 years  until  she  retired.  She 
is  survived  by  her  daughter,  two  sons,  and 
four  grandchildren. 

Alice  Kendikian  Carskadon's 
husband,  John,  notified  us  that  Alice 
passed  away  on  March  1, 2003. 

The  news  of  Dorothy  Glenz 
Warms’  passing  on  Nov.  26,  2002,  was 
told  to  us  by  daughters  Lizabeth,  Angel, 
and  Miggie. 

On  a happier  note,  Margaret  Boney 
Whitney  and  her  husband,  Thomas, 
answered  the  phone  at  their  retirement 
home  called  Foxhill  in  Westwood,  Mass. 
Their  two  daughters  work  nearby.  Pamela 
is  in  Boston  doing  home  health  work  and 
Leslie  works  for  ABT. 

Dorothy  Dannenberg  Sterling  is 
at  Wellfleet  at  Cape  Cod.  She  has  trouble 
with  her  sight  and  hearing  but  has  a new- 
book  of  memoirs  coming  out  in  the  fall. 
Dorothy’s  daughter  is  a professor  at 
Brown  University,  her  son  teaches  at 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Medical 
School,  and  she  has  two  grandsons. 

I would  so  much  appreciate  hearing 
from  any  of  you — we  are  a small  group 
now,  but  it  is  wonderful  to  be  able  to  share 
our  mutual  past. 

Jane  Stein  Aberlin 
The  Atrium 
640  Ocean  Ave.,  Apt.  306 
Portland,  ME  04103 
207-761-2102 


As  you  have  no  doubt  noticed  in  the 
Winter  2004  issue,  we’ve  lost  some  more 
of  our  classmates. 

Suzanne  Strait  Fremon  died  Oct. 
21,  2003,  at  89.  She  came  from  a naval 
family  and  lived  in  Princeton,  N.J.,  for  the 
last  46  years.  At  Barnard  she  was  class 
president  and  editor  of  the  undergradu- 
ate newspaper.  In  1937,  she  married 
George  Fremon.  They  moved  to 
Charleston,  W.Va.,  where  their  four 
daughters  were  born.  Suzanne  sewed  on 
the  boards  of  many  community  organiza- 
tions. In  addition  to  writing  for  Parents 
and  The  New  York  Times , she  authored  a 
book  and  co-authored  two  more  with  her 
husband.  She  is  survived  by  her  four 
daughters. 


We  learned  that  Minna  Muller  died 
in  January  2003.  She  had  been  living  in 
Forest  Hills,  N.Y.,  but  we  lost  contact  with 
her  in  recent  years. 

Marion  Greenebaum  Epstein 
sent  in  a change  of  address  that  stated  she 
was  moving  to  a new  continuing  care 
retirement  community  near  her  former 
home.  She  says  that  leaving  the  house 
they  built  56  years  ago  for  a two-bedroom 
apartment  is  hard  but  makes  sense.  She 
still  records  for  the  blind  and  dyslexic, 
and  subscribes  to  the  local  theater  for 
plays,  concerts,  and  the  ballet. 

Marie  Leis  Pearce 
701  Market  St.,  Apt.  252 
Oxford,  Ml  48371-3569 
248-628-3589 
suttonpl@tir.com 


We  regret  that  the  news  of  Florence 
Ribakove  Bar-Ilan’s  grandson’s  mar- 
riage to  a granddaughter  of  Alice 
Aaronson  Zlotnick  ’53  was  not  reported 
in  the  last  issue.  Florence  also  tells  us  that 
she  was  blessed  by  a new  great-grand- 
daughter (giving  her  1 1 great-grandchil- 
dren in  all).  She  lives  alone,  enjoys  read- 
ing about  the  “varied  life  styles,  achieve- 
ments, joys  and  troubles”  of  alumnae  in 
Barnard. 

Adair  Brasted  Gould  and  her 

daughter,  Mary  Ellen  Kimble,  visited 
with  Laura  Werner  Wallerstein, 

whose  mother,  sisters,  and  daughters  all 
went  to  Barnard.  Adair  also  went  to 
Berlin,  Germany,  “and  then  a cruise  on 
the  Elbe  River  to  Prague.”  She  promised 
to  send  us  a report. 

I was  sorry  to  receive  a report  that 
Helen  Mern  Rustin  died  this  summer 
at  her  home  in  Goldsboro,  N.C.  She  had 
been  a schoolteacher  and  was  the  first 
woman  elected  to  the  School  Board  in 
Syosset,  N.Y  She  is  survived  by  her  three 
daughters,  two  grandsons,  and  a great- 
granddaughter.  We  send  our  deep  sympa- 
thy to  all  her  family. 

Although  this  has  been  a difficult  time 
for  me  health-wise,  there  were  several 
highlights.  My  son,  Peter  Gund  (CC  ’61), 
and  I attended  the  Columbia  University 
250th  anniversary  celebration.  Alma 
mater  sat  resplendent  under  a high-flying 
garland  of  blue-and-white  balloons  and 
South  Field  was  festive  with  decorations, 
entertainment,  and  food.  We  loved  shar- 
ing the  great  occasion.  During  the  day- 
time I participated  in  Leadership  Council 
at  Barnard  and  was  impressed  with  the 
idea  of  creating  a five-year  plan  for  our 
class. 


Another  highlight  was  my  visit  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  do  a program  about 
my  memoir,  Weather  of  the  Heart , for  the 
Barnard-in- Washington  Club  at  the 
home  of  Elizabeth  Buchanek  ’56  in 
Bcthesda,  Md.  The  event  was  elegantly 
arranged  by  program  chairman  Annie 
McCormick  ’91  and  was  a smashing  suc- 
cess. Thirty-five  D.C.  alums  came  and  lis- 
tened to  my  tales  of  our  life  under  the 
Bolsheviks,  and  bought  all  the  copies  of 
my  book  that  Annie  had  ordered. 

I was  also  thrilled  to  find  that  Alice 
Corneille  Cardozo  had  braved  the  bit- 
ter cold  to  attend,  and  we  had  a happy 
reunion.  While  in  the  area  I also  saw 
Dorothy  Botwen  Parker,  who’s  recov- 
ering from  recent  cataract  surgery. 

I hope  in  my  next  column  to  report 
that  I’m  in  better  health  and  that  I’ve 
heard  from  more  of  you! 

Nora  Lourie  Percival 
478  Greer  Lane 
Vilas,  NC  28692 
828-297-2828 
noralp@goboone.net 


Cynthia  Rose  Jensen  writes  that  she 
and  her  husband,  Bob  (C  ’38),  are  still  in 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  enjoy  being  part  of 
two  duplicate  bridge  groups  a month 
(once  in  a while  even  coming  in  first). 
She’s  also  part  of  a monthly  book  club 
and  enjoys  playing  piano. 


The  alumnae  office  has  received  the  fol- 
lowing note  from  Elspeth  Davies 
Rostow:  “I  continue  to  teach  graduate 
courses  on  the  presidency  and  U.S.  for- 
eign policy  in  the  LBJ  School  of  the 
LIniversity  of  Texas  at  Austin.  Interesting 
topics  these  days!” 

Frances  Boehm  Gross  is  now  the 

happy  great-grandmother  of  three  boys, 
all  children  of  her  granddaughter  Irene. 
Delightful  news,  always. 

Our  class  president,  Leonore 
Schanhous  Krieger,  recently  attended 
the  wedding  of  her  grandson  Michael. 

Edna  Holtzman  Senderoff  wrote 
to  us  about  the  passing  of  Ruth 
Frankfurter  Lehr  in  March.  In  a long 
and  fulfilling  career,  Ruth  devoted  herself 
to  early  childhood  education,  serving  as  a 
consultant  for  the  division  of  daycare, 
New  York  City  Department  of  Health. 
Prior  to  that  she  was  director  of  a nursery 
school  and  taught  English  as  a second 
language.  She  and  her  late  husband, 
George,  were  especially  supportive  of 
organizations  focusing  on  children  with 
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special  needs.  While  three  hip  surgeries 
impaired  her  mobility,  they  didn’t  limit 
her  range  of  activities:  volunteering  at  the 
hospital  for  special  surgery,  attending 
Carnegie  Hall  concerts,  and  playing 
piano.  Ruth  remains  part  of  the  heart 
and  spirit  of  her  class.  Our  profound 
sympathy  goes  out  to  her  daughter, 
Nancy,  and  her  grandchildren. 

Barbara  Lake  Dolgin 
150  West  End  Ave.,  Apt.  18-D 
New  York,  NY  10023 


212-874-3234 

bldolgin1@rcn.com 
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Cozette  Utech  Chazotte  lives  in 
Westfield,  NJ.,  and  loves  to  play  bridge 
every  Thursday.  She  also  enjoys  phone 
calls  from  her  granddaughter,  who  lives  in 
North  Carolina  with  her  son. 

I was  fortunate  to  speak  with 
Dorothy  Stockwell  Webster  on  her 
86th  birthday!  She’d  be  delighted  if  you 
were  to  drop  her  a note. 

Sarita  Blagden  Choate  stays 
active  by  attending  yoga  lessons  at  the 
local  senior  center,  and  is  on  several 
fund-raising  committees.  She  enjoys 
going  to  concerts  by  the  Indian  Hill 
Symphony,  and  recently  went  to  Boston 
to  see  the  Rembrandt  show. 

Marion  Halpert  Bijur  continues  to 
work  as  a writer  in  Stamford,  Conn. 

Jane  Bell  Davison  lives  in  New 
York  in  the  same  house  in  the  same  town 
that  she’s  lived  in  for  40  years,  and  she 
put  a new  roof  on  her  house  three 
months  ago.  She  stays  in  touch  with 
Muriel  Albigese  Mathez,  who  lives 
near  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  N.J.  She 
hopes  to  get  her  grandchildren  who  live 
in  Holland  to  come  to  the  United  States 
for  college. 

Dorothy  Zirn  Blauth  of  White 
Plains,  N.Y.,  is  excited  to  report  that  she 
now  has  a third  great-grandchild! 

We  send  condolences  to  Ruth 
Cummings  McKee  and  her  family. 
Ruth’s  son-in-law  passed  away  just  before 
Christmas.  She’s  looking  forward  to  a 
visit  from  her  other  daughter  and  son-in- 
law  in  early  March.  She  then  plans  to  go 
on  a cruise  on  the  Mississippi  River  later 
that  month. 

We  are  also  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
passing  of  classmates  Audrey  Caruso 
Hartell,  Dorothy  Mountford 
Hartshorn.  Ruth  Aronson  Meyer, 
and  Dorothea  Oldoerp  O’Neill. 

Martha  Ankeney  Schaffer 
636  Prospect  St. 


Westfield,  NJ  07090-3931 
908-232-1840 


Time  seems  to  be  flying  by  faster  than 
ever — we’re  only  a year  from  our  65th 
reunion!  It’s  definitely'  not  too  early  to  be 
making  plans,  and  your  class  officers 
would  like  to  hear  from  you.  We  hope  as 
many  of  you  as  possible  will  attend  and 
help  with  the  preparations.  Please  send 
your  ideas  to  Florence  Dubroff 
Shelley  (14  Brookridge  Road,  New 
Rochelle,  NY  10804,  914-632-4945)  or  to 
Ann  Landau  Kwitman  (177  E. 
Harsdale  Ave.,  Hartsdale,  NY  10530, 
914-723-8919). 

Unfortunately  there  are  two  deaths  to 
report.  Ruth  (Joy)  Sedgwick 
Chapman  died  Jan.  1 3,  2004.  Joy  is  sur- 
vived by  three  children  and  four  grand- 
children. Word  has  also  been  received, 
belatedly,  of  the  death  of  Virginia  Hall 
Dupuis  on  July  28,  2001.  She  has  no 
immediate  survivors. 

Carolyn  Brackenridge  Guyer  lost 
her  husband,  Paul,  last  summer  after  60 
years  of  marriage.  We  send  our  deepest 
sympathy,  of  course,  but  are  glad  to  hear 
that  Carolyn  enjoys  living  in  Bethany 
Village,  a retirement  community  in 
Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 

June  Rossbach  Bingham  Birge  is 
the  co-author,  with  Dr.  Gerald  Neuberg, 
of  a doctor-patient  discussion  column 
appearing  monthly  in  the  Riverdale  Press. 
Called  “Doctor  and  Patient,”  it’s  a dia- 
logue covering  issues  of  concern  to 
patients  who  feel  their  doctors  aren't  real- 
ly responding  to  their  needs.  June  comes 
by  her  medical  knowledge,  she  says,  by 
virtue  of  her  eight  decades  as  a patient, 
from  grandchildren  who  are  doctors,  and 
her  volunteer  work.  June  is  the  founder  of 
Trained  Liaison  Comforters,  which  places 
volunteers  in  waiting  rooms  of  intensive 
care  units  to  help  patients’  families. 

From  Caroline  Duncombe  Pelz 
comes  the  usual  happy  melange  of  news 
about  family  visits  on  the  West  Coast  and 
hometown  activities  in  Berlin,  N.Y 

Flora  Ehrsam  Dudley 
437  Melbourne  Ave. 

Mamaroneck,  NY  10543-2730 


914-698-1273 


Athena  is  improving  daily,  but  we  miss 
her  journalistic  nose  for  news.  Your  class- 
mates want  to  hear  from  you! 

Virginia  Smith  Hoag,  along  with 
several  others,  sent  a sad  notice  received 
from  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Smith  Neill’s 


son,  William.  Betty  had  moved  to  be  with 
her  daughter  Barbara  in  Santa  Rosa  and 
died  from  complications  following  a 
spinal  fracture  the  day  after  Christmas. 
Virginia  says  she’ll  miss  Betty,  as  they’d 
been  friends  since  high  school.  Virginia 
herself  stays  busy  volunteering  at  the  hos- 
pital and  traveling  up  and  down  the  West 
Coast  visiting  her  large  family. 

Alice  Kliemand  Meyer  and  Betty 
Clifford  Macomber  are  still  hoping  to 
arrange  a mini-reunion  in  New  York 
sometime  this  fall.  Anyone  interested, 
please  e-mail  me.  I’ll  be  sure  to  forward  it. 

Alice  is  still  serving  on  the  Governor’s 
Board  on  Higher  Education.  She  and  her 
husband  visited  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia  for  the  first  time  last  summer. 
Alice  also  says  she  has  heard  from  Doris 
Prochaska  Bryan  that  she  and  her  hus- 
band have  been  doing  a lot  of  traveling, 
including  a trip  to  Russia. 

We’re  glad  to  hear  that  Vera  Arndt 
Bush's  husband  is  recovering  well  from 
serious  surgery 

Barnard  has  sent  notice  of  the  deaths 
of  two  more  of  our  classmates  whose 
addresses  had  been  lost  for  several  years. 
Mary  Janvrin  LaGuardia  died  in 
October  2002,  and  Margaret  Lavender 
Betzel  died  last  November.  Both  are  sur- 
vived by  sons  and  daughters  to  whom  we 
extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

My  bright  spot  of  news  is  that  my 
entire  immediate  family  (but  one  grand- 
son who  is  in  the  Middle  East  with  the 
Marines)  joined  my  husband,  Milton,  and 
me  here  at  Crescent  Beach  for  a reunion 
between  Christmas  and  New  Year’s. 

— -Jane  Ringo  Murray 
Athena  Capraro  Warren 
21  Village  Hill  Road 
Williamsburg,  MA  01096-9706 
413-268-7551 

Jane  Ringo  Murray 
8090  Highway  A1A  South,  Apt.  503 
St.  Augustine,  FL  32080-8365 
904-471-1539 
jmurray22@juno.com 


Rosalie  Geller  Altman  of  Boynton 
Beach,  Fla.,  attended  the  AABC  reception 
honoring  President  Judith  Shapiro  on  Jan. 
25.  The  reception  was  for  alumnae  in  the 
Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  area.  Rosalie  reports 
that  it  was  a delightful  gathering  held  at 
the  lovely  home  of  Emilia  Fanjul  ’68. 

Joan  Brown  Wettingfeld  continues 
to  write  for  the  Queens  Publishing 
Company,  which  serves  her  local  Long 
Island  area.  A highlight  for  Joan  this  win- 
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ter  was  the  Black  and  White  Ball  held  by 
the  Bayside  Historical  Society  at  Fort 
Totten,  N.Y  Joan  has  served  on  the  board 
of  the  society  since  1964  and  in  that  role, 
she  was  a participant  in  the  presentation 
of  the  Founder’s  Award  to  the  Mayor  of 
New  York  City,  Michael  Bloomberg. 

Doris  Bayer  Coster  reports  that 
she’s  working  on  a second  book,  which 
will  be  a reminiscence  of  her  years  in  Italy 
as  the  wife  of  a foreign  service  officer. 

Glafyra  Fernandez;  Ennis  mod- 
estly states  that  she  was  lucky  at  the 
International  Open  Tournament  in  bad- 
minton held  in  January  in  Orange 
County,  Calif.,  where  she  attained  a gold 
medal  in  singles,  a silver  in  doubles,  and 
a bronze  in  mixed  doubles.  She  also 
recently  led  a literary  workshop  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  at  the  American 
Literary  Translators  Association. 

We  regret  to  report  the  deaths  of  four 
of  our  classmates.  Ruth  Swid  Weil  died 
in  October  2002  and  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  a son,  and  a daughter.  Mary 
Merner  Paulsen  passed  away  in  August 
2003,  survived  by  two  daughters  and  two 
sons.  Edna  Henze  Talbert  died  in 
November  2003  and  is  survived  by  her 
husband  and  a daughter.  Nancy  Swan 
Anderson  died  in  November  2003  and  is 
survived  by  her  husband  and  three  sons. 
Our  sympathies  to  all  the  families  of  our 
deceased  classmates. 

We  also  offer  condolences  upon  the 
death  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Robert  A. 
Harper,  to  Flora  Bridges  Harper  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

Your  correspondent  visited  Boca 
Raton,  Fla.,  where  she  got  together  with 
Mabel  Schubert  Foust  and  Virginia 
Rogers  Cushing  and  Virginia’s  hus- 
band, Ben.  The  Cushings  had  just  com- 
pleted an  Elderhostel  study  program  and 
were  en  route  to  Key  West,  Fla.  Mabel  is 
the  editor  of  the  newsletter  for  the  San 
Remo  Club  in  Boca  Raton  and  does 
weekly  volunteer  work  at  the  Church 
Mouse  Thrift  store  affiliated  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Bethesda-by-the- 
Sea  in  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  where  the  Rev. 
Roscoe  F.  Foust,  her  late  husband, 
served. 

While  in  Florida,  the  Cushings  visited 
with  Eleanor  Webb  Carnie  at  her 
attractive  retirement  residence  in 
Gainesville. 


-BHC 


Barbara  Heinzen  Colby 
1200  North  Nash  St.,  Apt.  1118 
Arlington,  VA  22209-3644 


Virginia  Rogers  Cushing 


921  Schooner  Circle  60TH 
Annapolis,  MD  21401-6846 


Elizabeth  Lesser  sent  a note  with  the  sad 
news  that  her  mother,  Marcia 
Freeman  Lesser,  died  in  her  home  in 
Grafton,  Vt.,  on  Jan.  10,  2004,  at  82. 
Marcia  received  her  bachelor’s  at 
Barnard  and  her  master’s  in  education  at 
Post  College.  She  married  Gilbert  R. 
Lesser  in  1947  and  taught  junior  high 
school  English  for  many  years  on  Long 
Island.  Later,  she  tutored  in  the  Grafton 
Public  School.  She  was  active  in  her  com- 
munity as  the  editor  of  the  Grafton  News, 
and  as  a member  of  the  Grafton 
Democratic  Caucus,  the  Grafton 
Women’s  Community  Club,  and  Grafton 
Cares.  She  is  survived  by  her  brother,  her 
loving  daughters,  eight  grandchildren, 
two  nieces,  and  one  nephew.  Elizabeth 
writes  that  Marcia  “loved  Barnard  so 
much  and  was  always  so  proud  to  have 
gone  there.” 

We’re  sorry  to  report  that  Betsy 
Barron  Kalaidjian  passed  away  in 
November  2003.  The  Vero  Beach  Press 
Journal  obituary  reports  that  Betsy 
worked  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Hospital  in  San 
Diego  during  World  War  II.  Later  in  life 
she  was  a deacon  of  the  Ridgeview 
Community  Church  in  West  Orange, 
N.J.  and  a volunteer  at  the  Hospital 
Center  at  Orange  in  Orange,  N.J.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  one  daughter, 
two  sons,  and  four  grandchildren. 

Elfriede  Thiele  Kelso  tells  us  that 
she  enjoys  lunches  and  get-togethers  with 
other  alumnae  and  she  was  amazed  at 
reunion  by  the  changes  to  the  campus 
since  the  1940s. 

After  a long  term  of  outstanding  serv- 
ice, Martha  Jane  Livesay  Whiteside 
decided  last  spring  to  step  down  as  class 
correspondent.  We  are  highly  apprecia- 
tive of  Martha’s  many  excellent  contribu- 
tions. The  position  is  an  important  one, 
with  responsibility  for  receiving  and  gath- 
ering news  of  classmates,  writing  the 
Class  Notes  column,  and  covering  mini- 
reunions and  reunion. 

This  is  a call  for  volunteers.  The  cor- 
respondent need  not  live  in  the  New  York 
area,  since  her  work  can  be  conducted  by 
mail  and  e-mail.  The  position  fills  a real 
need  and  is  a great  way  to  keep  in  touch 
with  classmates. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  write  to 
Carol  Hawkes,  President,  Class  of 
1943,  c/o  Vagelos  Alumnae  Center, 
Barnard  College,  3009  Broadway,  New 
York,  NY  10027-6598. 


REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Robertina  (Ina)  Campbell  and 
Francoise  Kelz  spoke  to  familiar  voices 
all  over  the  country  as  callers  for  the  annu- 
al phonathon.  Those  voices  included 
some  who  don’t  think  they’ll  make  it  to 
reunion:  Doris  Landre  and  L.  J.  (Jane) 
Nestler  Diaz  are  experiencing  eye  prob- 
lems; Shirley  Sexauer  Harrison  is 
contending  with  a medical  problem  and 
the  distance  between  New  York  and 
Wisconsin,  where  she  recently  resettled; 
Fern  Albert  Atkin  has  concerns  about 
unsteadiness;  Alice  Eaton  Harris  has 
comfortably  relocated  to  a senior  living 
facility;  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  looks 
mighty  wide  to  Irene  Herzfeld 
Baxandall. 

Francoise  also  tells  us  she  spent  most 
of  December  on  the  high  seas,  stopping 
in  Bonaire,  Venezuela;  St.  Lucia;  St. 
Thomas;  and  the  Bahamas.  In  mid- 
March  she’s  scheduled  to  be  in  Belgium, 
Luxembourg,  France,  and  finally 
Dortmund,  Germany,  for  the  2004  World 
Championships  in  figure  skating. 

Jacqueline  Levy  Gottlieb  wrote 
that  she  enjoys  living  in  Arizona,  cultural 
events,  new  litters  of  puppies,  dog  shows, 
and  travel. 

Regretfully,  I have  to  report  that 
Maria  Haller  Scott  died  in  November 
2002  and  Marion  Mantinband 
Himes  in  June  1999.  We  have  no  further 
information. 

As  you  are  aware,  we’ve  embarked 
upon  a drive  to  fund  a memorial  scholar- 
ship to  honor  our  classmates;  this  is  in 
addition  to  The  Barnard  Fund.  It  would 
be  wonderful  if  each  of  us  participated. 

Please  send  some  news  of  what  you’ve 
been  doing. 

Martha  Messier  Zepp 
204  N.  Lewis  St. 

Staunton,  VA  24401 
540-886-1708 
martha.zepp@verizon.net 


By  now  you’ve  most  likely  received  a let- 
ter with  details  about  the  May  13  mini- 
reunion at  the  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History  in  New  York,  on  which 
I’ll  report  on  in  the  next  issue. 

Althea  (Nicky)  Knickerbocker 
Dean  got  her  family  home  in  Douglaston 
Manor,  N.Y,  renovated  free  of  charge.  It 
took  only  three  weeks  for  the  film  crew  of 
“Mona  Lisa  Smile”  to  gut,  paint,  paper, 
retile,  panel,  and  refinish  the  first  floor  of 
her  house.  The  scenes  were  a dinner 
party  given  by  Kirsten  Dunst’s  character 
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"On  Monday  morning , March  1,  it  was  via  a Paris  radio  [station]  that  we 
learned  of  the  departure  of  President  Aristide. " 

Sister  Marjorie  Raphael,  SSM,  (Marjorie  Wysong  '45)  writes  about  the  revolt  in  Haiti  from  her  perspective  as  a resident, 
on  the  "Alumnae  Essays”  message  board,  part  of  Barnard's  alumnae  online  community. 

Share  your  views  and  personal  experiences  with  other  alumnae,  find  long-lost  classmates  in  the  directory,  advertise  your  business 
or  service,  and  take  advantage  of  Barnard's  permanent  e-mail  forwarding  by  joining  the  alumnae  online  community — just  connect! 

WWW.BARNARD.EDU/ALUM 


and  a tea.  If  you  saw  the  movie,  you  were 
a “guest”  in  Nicky’s  home. 

Sally  Mather  Gibson  writes  that 
she  and  her  husband,  John,  traveled  to 
Denmark  for  the  World  Scout 
Foundation’s  47th  World  Baden-Powell 
Fellowship  event,  where  the  King  of 
Sweden  recognized  their  granddaughter 
as  the  family’s  1 1 th  Baden-Powell  fellow; 
then  on  to  France  and  New  York.  In  May, 
Sally  will  be  granted  an  honorary  doctor- 
ate by  Franklin  & Marshall  College. 

Hope  Simon  Miller  and  her  hus- 
band, Arthur,  spent  the  winter  holidays  in 
Alaska  visiting  their  son,  daughter-in-law, 
and  granddaughter.  Hope  was  recendy 
honored  at  the  United  Nations  for  57 
years  of  involvement. 

We  heard  from  Sister  Marjorie 
Raphael,  SSM,  (Marjorie  Wysong), 
who's  working  at  a convent  in  Haiti.  “On 
Monday  morning,  March  1 , it  was  via  a 
Paris  radio  [station]  that  we  first  learned 
of  the  departure  of  President  Aristide. 
Pandemonium  followed,  some  gasoline 
stations  burned,  banks  and  homes  bro- 
ken into  and  looted,  as  well  as  stores, 
including  the  music  store  across  the 
street  from  my  bedroom.  Holy  Trinity 
Cathedral  and  our  convent  were  spared. 
The  gunfire  around  us  was  fierce.  A 
group  of  seven  ‘Wise  Ones,’  one  from 
each  of  several  churches  and  social  and 
political  organizations,  have  been 
appointed  to  choose  an  interim  Prime 
Minister  and  prepare  for  eventual  elec- 
tions. The  task  ahead  is  formidable.” 
You  can  read  more  of  her  extraordinary 
account  of  the  country’s  revolution  by 
visiting  Barnard’s  alumnae  online  com- 
munity. Go  to  www.barnard.edu/alum 
and  click  on  “Visit  Barnard’s  Alumnae 
Online  Community,”  then  “Message 
Boards.”  Look  for  a message  board  titled 
“Alumnae  Essays.” 

Condolences  to  our  class  fund  chair, 
Ruth  Carson  West,  and  her  husband, 
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Charlie,  upon  the  loss  of  their  son, 
Walter,  who  died  suddenly  on  Jan.  24  in 
Tucson,  Ariz.  He  is  survived  by  his  par- 
ents, wife,  and  son. 

We  offer  our  sincerest  apologies  that 

Marjorie  Miller  Roth  was  mistakenly 
listed  in  the  Winter  2004  issue’s  “In 
Memoriam.” 

Annette  Auld  Kaicher 
5 Seymour  Place 
White  Plains,  NY  10605-3519 
akaicher@bestweb.net 


Ingrid  Lange  Burkhard  informs  us 
from  Carmel,  N.Y,  that  she’s  on  her  way  to 
recovery  after  a bout  with  long-term 
trigeminal  neuralgia  and  gamma  knife  sur- 
gery. Her  children  and  grandchildren  (four 
in  college)  have  been  a great  comfort  to  her. 

Gloria  Callen  Jones,  our  class  pres- 
ident, writes  from  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
“When  you  read  the  alumnae  magazine, 
you  want  to  take  classes  there  again.  My 
favorite  was  art  history  with  Professor 
Julius  Held.”  All  of  her  children  are  in  the 
arts:  one  daughter  is  at  the  Lhiiversity  of 
North  Carolina’s  Ackland  Museum  in 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C.;  another  daughter  has 
an  art  gallery  in  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  her 
youngest  daughter  has  a “one-on-one” 
radio  program;  and  her  son  is  a musician 
in  Nashville.  Gloria  is  involved  with  gar- 
den conservation — documenting  impor- 
tant gardens  or  archives  of  gardens  at  the 
Smithsonian  and  the  Garden  Club  of 
America.  Her  husband,  Herbert,  runs 
Lundall  Farm  with  his  brother. 

We  are  saddened  to  report  that  Jean 
Boeder  Wetheril’s  husband  of  65  years 
passed  away  in  December  2003.  Jean 
lives  in  Beverly,  N.J.,  and  promises  to 
cariy  on  her  husband’s  work  with  the 
Burlington  County  Art  Guild,  the 
Burlington  County  Historical  Society, 
and  their  church.  You  have  all  our  sym- 
pathy, Jean. 


Susan  Weaver 
Beaver  Meadow  Road 
Marshfield,  VT  05658 
802-426-3371 


Our  class  president,  Jeanne  Bergquist 
Flagg,  sends  news  of  the  mini-reunion 
on  Nov.  1 1 at  the  New  York  City  Public 
Library,  which  was  organized  by 

Meredith  Nevins  Mayer  and  attended 
by  1 0 alumnae. 

Nancy  Harris  Brach  writes  that 
although  she  retired  from  leading  the 
National  Council  on  Alcoholism  and 
Drug  Abuse  in  New  Jersey,  she  contin- 
ues in  the  field  as  a state-level  volunteer 
and  also  volunteers  at  Planned 
Parenthood,  a halfway  home  for  recov- 
ering female  addicts  and  their  children, 
and  a local  chamber  music  society. 
Nancy  lost  her  husband  of  52  years  last 
May,  “But  not  before  he  read  the  newly 
published  book,  Radical  Acceptance , by  his 
daughter  Tara.” 

Pearl  Siegel  Sloane  just  moved  to  a 
beautiful  ocean-view  apartment  in  Delray 
Beach,  Fla.,  but  says  she’ll  always  be  a 
New  Yorker  at  heart. 

The  Palm  Beach  mini-reunion  was  in 
February  and  Marilyn  Mittelman 
Check  reports  that  it  was  a splendid  time 
and  everyone  looked  terrific.  She, 
Georgia  Rubin  Mittelman,  Georgia's 
husband  Gene,  and  Nancy  Nachman 
Kops  went  to  a reception  in  Palm  Beach 
for  President  Judith  Shapiro  that  was  very 
well  attended. 

Mary  Roush  Baxter  writes  from 
Charlottesville,  Va.,  that  Marion  Gluck 
Rothman  has  moved  to  a ranch  house  in 
Charlottesville,  where  she  regularly 
attends  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Virginia’s  Miller  Center  of  Public  Affairs, 
and  enjoys  walking,  running,  and  playing 
golf  and  bridge. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  announce  the 
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death  on  Feb.  18,  after  a year’s  illness,  of 
the  co-editor  of  this  column,  Aline 
Crenshaw  Desbonnet.  Aline,  born  in 
France,  came  to  New  York  at  the  out- 
break of  World  War  II,  and,  after  gradu- 
ating from  Barnard,  returned  to  Paris  to 
work  at  a center  for  American  students 
abroad,  then  as  a translator  for  the  U.S. 
Treasury  Department.  Returning  to  the 
United  States  in  1949  with  her  husband, 
Pierre,  she  raised  two  sons,  and  in  1963 
began  a 40-year  career  teaching  French, 
first  in  Long  Island  schools,  then  in  1988 
as  an  adjunct  professor  of  French  at 
Hofstra  University.  For  her  many  varied 
professional  activities  she  was  awarded  in 
1996  from  the  French  government  the 
“Chevalier  dans  l’Ordre  des  Palmes 
Academiques.”  She  is  survived  by  a sister, 
two  sons  and  their  wives,  and  a grandson. 
Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  her  survivors. 

We  regret  to  report  that  Beverly 
Lawler  McClellan  passed  away  on 
Nov.  23,  2003.  After  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  in  1975,  she  got  her  master’s  in 
counseling  and  founded  Widows  in 
Search  of  Effective  Recovery,  was  admin- 
istrative coordinator  of  the  Counseling 
Center  of  Southern  Westchester,  and 
trustee  of  the  Center  for  Preventative 
Psychiatry.  She’s  survived  by  five  children 
and  five  grandchildren. 

We’ve  lost  two  other  classmates: 
Barbara  Ellis  Mordvinoff  on  July  10, 
1998,  and  Lucille  Bromilow  Pierce 
on  June  30,  2003.  Lucille  is  survived  by 
two  sons  and  a daughter.  We  extend  our 
sympathy  to  the  families  of  these  friends. 

As  briefly  mentioned  in  the  last 
issue,  Clare  Ann  Stein  passed  away  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  December  2003, 
of  a heart  ailment.  Clare  was  a sur- 
geon, who  received  her  medical  degree 
from  New  York  University.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  a sister,  and 
three  brothers. 

— BWR 

Betty  Warburton  Rizzo 
40  Earle  Place 
New  Rochelle,  NY  10801-2017 
914-636-4205 
bettrizzo@aol.com 


We’re  happy  to  have  several  letters  from 
classmates.  Marianne  Crocker 
Klarer  writes  from  San  Rafael,  Calif., 
that  thinking  of  the  Columbia  University 
Chapel  Choir  with  Lowell  Beveridge  dur- 
ing this  holiday  season  brought  back  won- 
derful memories  of  our  experiences 
together  as  a cappella  singers. 

Dedicated  mountain  biker  Genevieve 


(Lawrie)  Trevor  Nomer  in  Kerrville, 
Texas,  writes  that  she  has  twice  bicycled 
the  Mineral  Belt  Trailway — a 12-mile 
paved  loop  path  that  circles  Leadville, 
Colo.  Another  trip  last  summer  took 
Lawrie  camping  and  bicycling  62 1 miles  in 
seven  states  over  a six-week  period.  She 
also  writes  that  her  daughter,  Louise,  was 
married  in  October  at  a North  Texas  lake- 
side resort. 

After  30  years  living  in  Adanta,  Ga., 
Patricia  Froelich  Holmes  and  her 

husband,  Chuck,  have  moved  to  the  heart 
of  downtown  Seatde,  Wash.,  to  be  near 
their  children. 

Our  latest  travels  took  us  to  the  won- 
derful Galapagos  Islands.  We  swam  and 
snorkeled  through  pristine  waters  side  by 
side  with  sea  lions  and  turdes,  with  small 
sharks  bottom-feeding  below  our  flip- 
pered  feet.  A high  point  was  rescuing  a 
125-pound  sea  turde  that  had  slipped 
over  the  side  of  a huge  sand  dune  after 
laying  her  eggs. 

In  conclusion,  we’re  sorry  to  report 
the  deaths  of  several  of  our  classmates: 

Ruth  Edmonds  Barnhouse  died  May 
5,  1999;  Mary  Barbour  Hobbs  died 
June  12,  2003,  leaving  a daughter;  Edith 
Kermit  Roosevelt  died  July  22,  2003, 
leaving  a daughter.  Our  condolences  to 
their  families  and  friends. 

Frances  Jeffery  Abramowitz 
43  Berkshire  Place,  Apt.  2 
Hackensack,  NJ  07601 

55TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

I was  asked  to  speak  to  a number  of  you 
regarding  our  gift  to  The  Barnard  Fund 
and  enjoyed  doing  so.  Helen 
McLaughlin  has  a condo  in  Spring 
Lake,  N.J.,  at  the  Essex  and  Sussex. 
Martha  Howe  Gogel  has  a farm  in 
Illinois,  where  she  grows  corn  with  the 
intention  of  converting  it  to  ethanol  to 
be  used  as  an  additive  to  gasoline. 
Dorothy  Jean  Horsfall  Detiere 
recendy  attended  the  227th  anniversary 
celebration  of  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps. 
Jean  was  a Marine  during  World  War  II 
and  was  the  only  woman  Marine  at  the 
celebration.  Charlotte  Taylor  now 
lives  in  Kennett  Square,  Pa.,  the  “mush- 
room capital  of  the  world,”  where  she 
volunteers  to  improve  the  conditions  of 
the  mushroom  workers.  Jeanne 
Verleye  Smith  lives  in  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  and  is  still  an  avid  bridge  player  and 
hopes  to  find  three  other  people  at 
reunion  for  a game.  Katherine  Hill  is 
a retired  remedial  and  enrichment 
teacher  in  Ramsey,  N.J.,  where  she  has 


done  hospital  volunteer  work. 

I thank  the  following  people,  who  sent 
news  along  with  their  contributions  to 
The  Barnard  Fund.  Stasha  Furlan 
Seaton  is  writing  about  her  experiences 
during  World  War  II.  Evelyn  Boxhorn 
Becker  and  her  husband  now  live  in 
Sedona,  Ariz.,  and  have  been  landscaping 
their  yard.  Evelyn  is  a Master  Gardener 
connected  with  the  local  University  of 
Arizona  Cooperative  Extension  Office 
and  is  on  call  for  advice  about  gardening. 
The  Beckers  have  six  grandchildren  and 
three  great-granddaughters.  Marlies 
Wolf  Plotnik  and  her  husband,  Gene, 
are  now  happily  living  in  a condo  in 
Hartsdale.  They  plan  to  remain  in 
Westchester  to  be  close  to  their  children 
and  four  grandchildren.  Mildred 
Joachim  Kafka  traveled  recently  to 
Russia  and  the  Baltic  area.  Projected  voy- 
ages include  Hawaii,  California,  and  the 
Mediterranean.  She  has  six  grandchil- 
dren, ages  5 to  18.  Ruth  Crane 
Friedberg,  a musician,  traveled  to 
Bolivia  and  Mexico  for  a conference  con- 
cerning American  Song.  Her  second 
grandchild  is  expected  in  April.  Patricia 
Plummer  Cornell  moved  to  a retire- 
ment community  in  Bloomfield,  Conn., 
after  46  years  in  the  same  house,  and  she 
hopes  to  attend  reunion. 

A number  of  our  classmates  have 
passed  away.  Mary  Ferris  Stetson  died 
on  March  6,  2002.  Janet  Lewis  Elovitz 
died  on  May  14,  2003.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband  and  two  sons.  June  Caudill 
Kirchgessner  died  on  June  3,  2003. 
June  lived  in  Brewster,  Mass.,  and  is  sur- 
vived by  a son  and  two  daughters.  Sara 
Lewis  Rugg  died  Aug.  15,  2003,  and  is 
survived  by  her  two  daughters. 
Elizabeth  Long  Burr  died  on  Sept.  9, 
2003.  Two  daughters  and  four  sons  sur- 
vive her.  Our  condolences  to  all  these 
families. 

— TDD 

Yvette  Delabarre  DeFelice 
31 1 Main  St. 

Ridgefield  Park,  NJ  07660-1535 
201-641-0668;  fax:  201-814-0247 
yd31 1@aol.com 

Rosary  Scacciaferro  Gilheany 
1 1 Glenside  Trail 
Califon,  NJ  07830-4008 
gilheany@goes.com 


Beverly  Beck  Fuchs  writes  that  she 
and  her  husband,  Vic,  are  still  active 
although  “retired.”  Besides  having  four 
children  and  nine  grandchildren,  she’s  on 


Spring  2004  Barnard  41 


UPCOMING 
NEW  YORK  EVENTS 

Barnard  College  Club  of 
New  York 

Annual  meeting  and  new 
members  reception,  May  18, 
5:45  p.m.  to  7:15  p.m.. 
Midtown  Executive  Club. 

For  more  information,  call  Norma 
Glaser  Justin  '52  at  718-884- 
0655,  or  visit  our  Web  site, 
www.  barnard.  edu/alum/groups/ 
bccny.html 

Barnard  Business  and 
Professional  Women 

Our  year-end  dinner  will  be 
held  June  7 and  is  open  to 
members  and  non-members. 

Visit  www.bbpw.org  or  call  our 
event  hotline  at  212-479-7969 
for  details. 


the  senior  coordinating  council  of  Palo 
Alto,  Calif.,  and  gives  workshops  in  pub- 
lic speaking  and  on  successful  retirement. 
Vic  does  research  with  Stanford  on  the 
cost  of  healthcare.  When  visiting  Beijing 
recendy  they  enjoyed  spending  time  with 
Nancy  Huang  Wu  ’54  and  her  husband, 
Philip,  both  members  of  the  Chinese 
Academy  of  Sciences.  In  May  2003, 
Beverly  and  Vic  enjoyed  meeting  with 
Basilia  Welch  Smith  and  her  husband, 
Wilfred  Abel  Smith,  in  their  London 
home.  Beverly  says  you  can  find  contact 
information  for  regional  representatives 
and  clubs  around  the  world  at 
www.barnard.edu/alum  (click  on 
“Alumnae  Classes  & Groups”). 

Marjorie  (Peggy)  Lange  spent  a 
weekend  in  September  in  Concord,  N.H., 
attending  The  Highland  Games.  She 
writes  that  they  caught  the  tail  end  of 
Hurricane  Isabel  on  Friday  but  the  rest  of 
the  weekend  was  sunny  and  warm  with 
bagpipe  music,  highland  dancing,  and  big 


burly  guys  throwing  cabers. 

Martha  (Marty)  Greene  Lewis 

and  her  husband,  Leroy,  live  in 
Pennsylvania  and  winter  in  Rio  Veide, 
Ariz.,  which  they  feel  is  “worth  the 
trouble.” 

Last  spring  Irma  Socci  Moore  and 

her  husband,  Frank,  went  on  an 
Elderhostel  program  to  Siena,  Italy.  For 
two  weeks  they  were  immersed  in  the  his- 
tory and  culture  of  Siena  and  Tuscany. 
Irma  was  busy  last  fall  with  League  of 
Women  Voters  activities,  especially  candi- 
date meetings  in  Eastchester,  where  she 
says  there  was  a lively  primary  and  now 
an  equally  lively  election. 

Marie  Noyes  Murray’s  daughter, 
Kathryn,  was  married  in  May  to  Henry 
Alton  Whidock  in  a ceremony  on  the 
banks  of  Chesapeake  Bay  at  Recdville,  Va. 

Helen  Anderton  Reed  is  still  active 
in  community  issues  as  well  as  state  and 
local  politics.  She  had  a great  time  visiting 
Gettysburg  and  Williamsburg  last  fall  for 
a refresher  course  in  the  Revolutionary 
and  Civil  Wars. 

Marie  Sarafianos  Sichrovsky  is 

having  a “marvelous  time”  taking  courses 
in  the  continuing  education  program  of 
the  New  York  Botanical  Gardens.  She  got 
an  “A+”  in  her  course  last  spring.  It’s 
“great  for  the  morale  to  know  that  the  lit- 
tle gray  cells  still  are  churning  away  and 
that  the  aging  knees  can  manage  the  field 
work  around  the  gardens,”  she  says. 

June  Feuer  Wallace  and  her  hus- 
band, David,  celebrated  their  50th  wed- 
ding anniversary  in  June  with  a clambake 
for  60  and  a trip  on  the  schooner 
Ernestina,  which  left  from  New  Bedford 
harbor  for  a few  hours’  sail.  Susan 
Bullard  Carpenter  and  her  husband, 
John,  and  Irma  Meincke  Bonilla  and 
her  husband,  John,  helped  them  celebrate. 

Evi  Ellis  Wohlgemuth  writes,  “I’m 
still  teaching  politics  in  a desultory  fash- 
ion and,  since  I’m  hardly  overworked, 
enjoy  it.”  She  lives  in  central  London  with 
most  of  her  friends  and  her  son  within  a 
few  minutes’  walk  and  would  be  happy  to 
see  some  of  her  classmates  there. 

Rhoda  Collisner  Gensler  and  her 
husband,  Herman,  celebrated  their  55th 
anniversary  in  October.  They  have  two 
children  and  six  grandchildren.  The 
Genslers  are  living  in  a continuing  care 
retirement  community  on  the  Virginia 
side  of  the  Potomac,  “being  pampered 
while  we  cope  with  the  health  vicissitudes 
of  old  age  and  with  a social  environment 
beyond  our  expectations  at  this  time  of 
life.”  Washington  has  become  their  home. 
Their  older  son  recently  married 


Marjorie  Brand  ’79. 

Ruth  Irwin  Aney,  “scientist 
retired,”  is  “living  happily  with  cat  and 
boyfriend”  in  Newport  Beach,  Calif. 

—GSR 

Zelma  McCormick  Huntoon 
78  Broadway 
Northport,  ME  04849 
zhuntoon@aol.com 

Gloria  Spamer  Rennert 
4103  Theall  Road 
Rye,  NY  10580 


We  regret  that  we  never  offered  our  con- 
dolences to  the  families  of  Wanda 
Marcinies  Boyd  June  24,  2001)  and 
Quinera  Goudswaardt  King  (Nov.  1 , 
1965).  We  hope  they  find  comfort  in  the 
memories  of  their  loved  ones.  We  hope 
that  it’s  not  too  late  to  send  our  condo- 
lences to  the  family  of  Janet  Arenovski 
Field,  who  passed  away  on  Nov.  28. 

Anneke  Baan  Verhave 
134  Colonial  Way 
Falmouth,  MA  02540-4314 
averhave@adelphia.net 


In  a recent  telephone  conversation, 
Darragh  Miller  Ellerson  reminisced 
about  her  move  to  Montpelier,  Vt.,  in  the 
1950s.  At  that  time,  Darragh ’s  husband, 
Dr.  David  Ellerson,  was  the  only  pediatri- 
cian in  Montpelier.  Darragh  worked  in 
her  husband’s  office  for  a number  of 
years.  Now  retired,  she  spends  her  time 
painting,  “doing  lots  of  volunteering,” 
and  enjoying  her  six  grandchildren.  She 
also  coaches  runners.  When  we  expressed 
surprise,  she  said  she  had  a long  history  of 
running  and  in  her  early  years  as  an  ath- 
lete she  ran  in  races  in  which  she  was  the 
only  woman  in  the  state  to  run. 

Darragh’s  best  friend  in  college  was 
Joan  Breon  Foth,  so  after  talking  with 
Darragh  we  called  Joan,  an  artist  of 
renown  in  the  Southwest.  Joan  lived  for 
many  years  in  Kansas,  during  which  time 
she  received  an  honorary  doctorate  from 
Washburn  University.  She  moved  to 
Sante  Fe  in  1985,  pardy  because  it  offered 
a friendlier  milieu  for  her  work  but  most- 
ly, she  says,  because  she  passionately  loves 
the  landscape. 

Mary  Lee  Fuhr  Baranger  writes 
from  Tucson  that  she’s  still  teaching  New 
York  City  history  through  architecture. 
She  lectured  in  May  2003  on  the  Phillips 
collection  when  that  traveling  exhibit  was 
on  view  at  the  Phoenix  Museum.  Mary 
Lee  also  makes  “long  trips  to  see  family 
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and  art  in  France.” 

Rachel  Solomon  Kruskal  writes 
that  her  son.  Dr.  Benjamin  Kruskal,  and 
his  wife,  Rabbi  Susan  Kruskal,  gave  her 
and  her  husband,  Joseph,  “one  of  the  best 
gifts  ever”  with  the  birth  of  their  sixth 
and  seventh  grandchildren  at  the  close  of 
2002.  Rachel  and  Joseph  keep  busy;  he  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  the  A.C.L.U.- 
NJ.,  she,  working  with  a theater  group. 
“I’ve  recently  been  appointed  to  our  local 
arts  council,”  she  adds. 

We  reached  Maria  Arena  Cutrone, 
now  retired,  who  lives  in  a retirement 
community  in  Manorville,  N.Y.  She’s 
active  in  community  affairs  and  volun- 
teers at  a bookstore  run  by  the 
Dominican  Sisters.  Sadly,  when  we  spoke 
Maria  was  mourning  the  loss  of  her  14- 
year-old  grandson,  Calvin  Kohart,  who 
had  died  in  a boating  accident  three 
months  earlier.  Our  sincere  condolences 
go  to  Maria  and  her  family. 

Virginia  (Ginny)  Otis  Locke 
writes  from  California  that  she  was  in 
New  York  in  November  to  attend  the 
20th  anniversary  celebration  of  Help 
Our  Neighbors  Eat  Year-round 
(HONEY),  the  charity  she  founded  when 
she  lived  in  New  York.  HONEY  is  a 
neighborhood-based  food  collection  and 
distribution  program  serving  poor  and 
elderly  people  in  midtown  Manhattan. 
HONEY  has  received  quite  a few  awards 
over  the  years,  including  Our  Town’s 
OTTY  (1985),  the  Mayor’s  Volunteer 
Service  Award  (1986),  and  the  City  of 
New  York’s  Certificate  of  Recognition 
(1993). 

We  remember  when  Ginny  asked  the 
manager  of  her  Manhattan  supermarket 
if  she  could  place  a box  near  the  checkout 
counters  with  a sign  inviting  customers  to 
donate  one  can  of  food  to  feed  the  neigh- 
borhood poor.  From  this  modest  initiative, 
the  full-fledged  HONEY  program  grew. 

Margaret  (Peggy)  Collins  Maron 
220  E.  31st  St. 

Brooklyn,  NY  11226-5504 
pegmaron@aol.com 


We  recently  learned  of  the  passing  of 
three  of  our  classmates:  Yu  Yao  Chang 
in  August  2002,  Janina  Bagniewska 
Flourens  in  December  1993,  and  Joyce 
Cowie  Sherman  in  December  1997.  If 
you  have  any  additional  information, 
please  let  us  know. 

Katherine  Hutchison  O’Neill 

writes  from  East  Lansing,  Mich.,  that  she 
became  a grandmother  when  Morgan 
Kelly  Boyd  was  born  in  April  2000.  Kate 


continues  to  work  as  a freelance  writer 
covering  dance  and  theater. 

Joan  Jacobs  Conn  is  enjoying  her 
retirement,  spending  a good  part  of  her 
time  outdoors  and  the  remainder  dedicat- 
ed to  dance,  theater,  and  sports  activities. 
She  still  lives  in  New  York. 

Barbara  Alworth  Swasey  has 
recently  retired  as  principal  of  the 
Sandshore  Elementary  School  in  Budd 
Lake,  N.J.,  where  she  has  spent  the  last  33 
years  in  various  capacities.  Now  that  she 
has  the  time,  she  plans  to  do  some  garden- 
ing and  volunteering  at  the  school.  She 
retired  with  the  thought  that  “teaching  was 
the  best  turn  her  life  could  have  taken.” 

After  the  capture  of  Saddam  Hussein, 
Phebe  Marr  was  interviewed  by  the 
Rocky  Mountain  News.  Phebe  has  spent 
more  that  40  years  as  a scholar  and  ana- 
lyst of  Southwest  Asia  and  as  a leading 
U.S.  specialist  on  Iraq.  She’s  just  complet- 
ed a second  edition  of  her  book  The 
Modern  History  of  Iraq.  Until  recently  she 
was  a fellow  at  the  Woodrow  Wilson 
Center  for  International  Scholars  and  a 
senior  fellow  at  the  Institute  for  National 
Strategic  Studies  at  the  National  Defense 
University.  After  Barnard  she  received  a 
doctorate  in  history  and  Middle  East 
studies  from  Harvard.  She’s  spent  much 
of  the  last  two  years  in  Doha,  Qatar, 
where  her  husband  is  on  the  faculty  of 
the  University  of  Qatar. 

Your  correspondent  has  been  busy 
traveling  from  Florida  to  California  and 
was  recently  able  to  catch  up  with  Elaine 
Tralins  Roeter  ’54.  My  husband,  Gene, 
and  I toured  the  Scandinavian  countries 
last  summer  and  have  plans  to  visit  India, 
South  Africa,  and  Italy  this  year. 

We  extend  condolences  to  Sonya 
Livshin  Gordon  on  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Michael.  Michael  was  a major 
architect  of  ERISA,  the  employment  secu- 
rity law  under  the  auspices  of  Sen.  Jacob 
Javits.  Sonya  said  he  was  a great  admirer 
of  Barnard  and  the  accomplishments  of 
its  graduates.  Both  Sonya  and  Michael 
attended  our  50th  reunion  last  May. 

Stephanie  Lam  Pollack 
30214  Cartier  Drive 
Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  90275-5722 
epoll30214@aol.com 


50TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

I hope  to  see  all  of  you  at  reunion!  You’ve 
probably  gotten  lots  of  mail  regarding 
this,  but  here’s  a recap  of  our  exciting 
plans  for  this  stellar  event:  Thursday, 


evening  cocktail  party  at  the  home  of 
Roland  and  Jeanine  Parisier  Plottel 

with  President  Judith  Shapiro;  Friday, 
evening  cocktail  party'  and  class  dinner  as 
the  College’s  guest;  Saturday,  evening  gala 
dinner,  many  daytime  activities  on  cam- 
pus planned;  and  ending  with  Sunday’s 
private  guided  tour  at  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art,  followed  by  a farewell 
luncheon  nearby. 

We’ve  located  “lost”  classmate,  Enid 
Ballinger  Stettner.  She  and  her  hus- 
band, Fred,  bought  a farm  in  the  Hudson 
Valley  40  years  ago.  She  subsequently 
gave  up  a career  as  a fashion  designer, 
and  began  creating  exotic  herb  and  fruit 
vinegars  made  from  homegrown  pro- 
duce. The  business  has  flourished  and 
now  involves  Fred,  their  daughter,  and 
her  husband,  who  also  gave  up  powerful 
careers  for  a lifestyle  change.  Today  her 
many  Wild  Thymes  products,  100  per- 
cent natural,  gluten  free,  low  calorie  and 
low  sodium,  are  sold  in  premier  specialty 
and  natural  food  stores  as  well  as  by  mail 
order  and  online.  Enid  was  thrilled  to 
hear  from  us,  and  she  hopes  to  come  to 
reunion. 

Freda  Rosenthal  Eiberson  is 

doing  a bit  of  traveling.  She  took  her 
grandson  to  Israel  this  past  summer,  and 
has  also  been  to  Taormina  in  Italy.  This 
June  she’ll  travel  to  reunion. 

Larissa  Bonfante  is  still  teaching  in 
the  classics  department  of  New  York 
University. 

Shirley  Henschel  is  still  gainfully 
employed,  but  no  longer  works  on 
Fridays.  She’s  redoing  her  Florida  condo 
with  hopes  of  spending  more  time  there. 

Dorothy  Cohn  Feldman,  from 
California,  has  already  made  hotel  reser- 
vations for  reunion,  and  is  “glad  to  report 
there’s  no  news.” 

Had  a lovely  conversation  with  Joy 
Ann  Robinson  Gristede.  Her  daugh- 
ter has  her  own  CPA  business  and  her  son 
is  a research  scientist  with  IBM  Watson 
Labs.  Each  has  one  child,  giving  joy  to 
Joy.  Her  husband  passed  away  several 
years  ago. 

Merrill  Skramovsky  Krainess 
found  her  recent  trip  to  Alaska  “a  soul 
expander.”  She’s  also  fulfilled  a long-held 
ambition  to  be  a chanteuse  for  a local 
French  dinner  fund-raiser. 

Phyllis  Henry  Jordan  writes  from 
California  that  she’s  just  lost  her  partner 
of  many  years.  Uncertain  what  the  next 
year  will  bring,  she’ll  probably  have  to  sell 
their  house  in  France,  but  will  come  to 
reunion  if  possible. 

I sadly  report  the  deaths  of  class- 
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mates  Nina  Chin  and  Elizabeth 
Hattauer  Holden.  Our  condolences 
to  their  families. 

Marlene  Ader  Lerner 
126  Kensington  Oval 
New  Rochelle,  NY  10805-2906 
acoustico@aol.com 


Stephanie  Mattersdorf  Asker  had 

the  distinction  of  speaking  at  the  opening 
ceremonies  of  the  Einstein  exhibit  on 
March  12  in  Ulm,  Germany.  The  muse- 
um in  Einstein’s  birthplace,  is  celebrating 
the  125th  anniversary  of  his  birth  with  an 
eight-month  exhibit.  Stephanie’s  father 
was  Einstein’s  accountant  and  she’s 
loaned  many  treasured  memorabilia  to 
the  museum  for  this  exhibit.  Stephanie 
recently  retired  from  her  position  as  pres- 
ident of  Elelping  Hands  Scholarship 
Fund,  a fund  she  and  her  husband  found- 
ed to  provide  scholarships  to  disadvan- 
taged children  to  attend  private  schools  in 
Florida.  She  and  her  husband  live  in  West 
Palm  Beach,  Fla.  They  have  four  children 
and  nine  grandchildren  ages  six  months 
to  25  years.  Until  retirement  Stephanie 
was  a psychotherapist  and  marriage 
counselor  for  28  years  and  published  a 
book  in  1999,  Plan  B:  How  to  Get  Unstuck 
from  Work,  Family  and  Relationship  Problems. 

Joyce  Glassman  Johnson’s  memo- 
ry-stirring book  Door  Wide  Open:  A Beat 
Love  Affair  in  Letters,  1956-58  (Viking  Press, 
2000)  was  staged  by  the  Bower)'  Poetry 
Club  at  the  Sanctuary  Theater  in  New 
York  in  2003.  The  book  developed  from 
letters  she  exchanged  with  Jack  Kerouac. 
Interviewed  for  an  article  in  the  theater 
section  of  The  Villager  (May  21,  2003), 
Joyce  expressed  amazement  that  all  the 
letters  she’d  written  Kerouac  had  been 
preserved. 

Pearl  Canick  Solomon  retired 
from  teaching  English  literature  at 
Columbia  University  and  continues  to 
write  fiction  as  a freelance  contributor  to 
several  magazines.  Her  husband, 
Seymour,  the  founder  and  owner  of 
Vanguard  Record  Co.,  died  two  years 
ago.  Pearl’s  son  Andrew  is  a painter,  and 
her  granddaughter,  Daisy,  is  4. 

Erica  Rosenzweig  Lindenstraus 
retired  from  her  full-time  practice  of  psy- 
chotherapy three  years  ago  but  still  does 
some  work  with  patients  in  stress  and 
phobia  management.  Living  in 
Washington  Heights,  she’s  near  her  son 
and  two  grandchildren.  New  retirement 
projects  include  learning  the  computer 
and  returning  to  the  piano. 

We  mourn  the  loss  of  Anabell 


Thornton  Harris,  who  died  of  cancer 
in  August  2003.  Anabell  was  a lecturer  in 
the  art  department  at  Smith  College  from 
1959  to  1964  and  again  from  1972  to 
1984.  In  1963  she  received  the  Reginald 
Taylor  Prize  from  the  British 
Archaeological  Association.  After 
Barnard,  she  earned  a master’s  degree  in 
art  history  from  the  University  of  London. 
She  is  survived  by  a daughter  and  a son. 

Renee  Becker  Swartz,  class  vice 
president  and  reunion  chair,  will  host  the 
next  reunion  committee  meeting 
October  27,  1 1:30  am  at  the  Vagelos 
Alumnae  Center. 

Joyce  Shimkin  Usiskin 
2 Bellflower  Court 
Princeton,  NJ  08540 
732-355-0915 
cliveu@aol.com 


Kathryn  Finegan  Clark 
374  Kintners  Road 
Kintnersville,  PA  18930 
kathrynfclark@earthlink.net 


There  are  8 million  stories  in  the  Naked 
City  and  Joan  Hyams  Geismar  seems 
determined  to  unearth  them.  In  1994, 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  found  her  on 
Manhattan’s  Lower  East  Side  digging  in  a 
trough  12  feet  below  street  level  looking 
for  a toilet.  Needless  to  say,  in  a city  (still) 
devoid  of  public  toilets,  I had  a bit  of  fun 
with  that  one.  Joan,  an  urban  archaeolo- 
gist, was  actually  searching  for  the 
remains  of  communal  privies  that  once 
served  tenement  neighborhoods. 

This  time,  The  New  York  Times  reported 
her  jumping  into  an  eight-foot  deep  trench 
in  Vinegar  Hill,  Brooklyn,  and  digging 
through  the  dirt  with  her  hands  looking  for 
human  bones.  A taste  for  the  macabre? 
Not  really.  Joan  was  looking  for  the 
remains  of  martyrs  from  the  American 
Revolution  who  died  on  British  prison 
ships,  and  were  originally  entombed  there. 
(She  found  a pig’s  thighbone.) 

From  Canada,  Eugenia  Noik 
Zimmerman  reports  two  big  changes 
since  retiring  in  1997.  She’s  become  a 
ballet  fanatic  with  a strong  book,  video, 
and  DVD  collection  (13  or  so  versions  of 
“Swan  Lake”?)  and  has  given  a paper  or 
two  on  the  subject.  “I  only  wish  it  could 
have  happened  decades  ago,  when  I was 
growing  up  in  New  York  in  the  late  1940s 
and  1950s;  could  have  been  seeing 
Balanchine  in  all  his  glory.”  She’d  love  to 
correspond  with  other  ballet  maniacs  (her 
contact  information  can  be  found  on 


Barnard’s  online  directory,  at 
www.barnard.edu/alum,  click  on  “Visit 
Barnard’s  Alumnae  Online 
Community”).  Secondly,  she  became  a 
homeowner — a two-bedroom  condo. 
“It’s  beautifully  situated  in  parkland,  near 
a bit  of  wilderness.” 

Helen  Kefeli  Smirensky  retired  in 
1996  as  a senior  librarian  from  the  New 
York  State  Library,  where  she  worked  as  a 
serials  cataloger  and  served  as  a liaison 
with  the  Library  of  Congress  on  the 
CONSER  project.  “Now  I like  to  spend 
time  with  my  three  grandchildren.  In  my 
spare  time  I knit  afghans  for  the  HUGS 
project  that  donates  blankets  to  sick  and 
abused  babies,  children,  and  adolescents. 
My  husband  and  I enjoy  operas,  ballets, 
and  concerts  in  the  summer  time.” 

Millicent  Alter 
172  W.  79th  St.,  Apt.  7-E 
New  York,  NY  10024-6402 
walkietalkie@alum.barnard.edu 

Judith  Jaffe  Baum 
150  W.  96th  St. 
New  York,  NY  10025-6469 
jbauminfo@aol.com 


Anne  Hendon  Bernstein  received  the 
American  Medical  Women’s  Association’s 
Bertha  VanHoosen  Award  in  recognition 
of  her  service  to  the  Association  as  the 
director  of  residents.  Anne  was  instru- 
mental in  raising  awareness  about  the 
need  for  improved  maternity  leave  provi- 
sions for  students  and  interns.  Anne  trav- 
eled with  her  infant  daughter  Lili  K. 
Bernstein  ’99,  now  a graduate  student 
studying  psychology,  all  over  the  country 
presenting  workshops  on  the  subject. 

And,  speaking  of  awards  and  honors, 
congrats  as  well  to  Vicki  Wolf  Cobb, 
whose  book  I Face  the  Wind  was  named  the 
Silbert  Honor  book  for  2004. 

We  heard  from  Marise  Suss 
Gottlieb,  who  sends  us  this  anecdote: 
“At  dinner  at  my  daughter’s  house  in 
Houston,  I was  introduced  to  another 
guest  and  was  told  she  went  to  school  in 
New  York.  After  a few  questions  I discov- 
ered that  she  is  a Barnard  alumna.  Much 
to  the  surprise  and  pleasure  of  all.” 

Annette  Baer  Klein  writes  that  she 
has  moved  to  a condo  after  selling  her 
house  in  Baltimore,  where  she  lived  for 
almost  40  years,  because  she  has  difficul- 
ty climbing  stairs. 

Shirley  Glassner  Muney  has 

retired  to  Tucson.  She  writes  that  she  has 
been  busy  playing  bridge  and  going  to 
meetings  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters 
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and  AAUW.  In  January  she  housed  some 
Kerry  volunteers  prior  to  the  state's  pri- 
mary, Feb.  3. 

Doreen  Zinn  Rothman,  Ph.D  . has 
been  made  a personal  and  supervising 
analyst  at  the  Psychoanalytic  Institute  of 
Northern  California.  Her  daughter, 
Jennifer,  practices  law  in  Southern 
California.  Doreen  enjoys  babysitting  her 
son’s  three  children  as  she  cuts  back  on 
her  practice  of  psychotherapy  and  psy- 
choanalysis. 

Finally,  Diana  Borut  Stein  has  been 
taking  care  of  her  90-year-old  mother 
and  writing  at  her  office  at  Mount 
Holyoke  College.  She  and  her  husband, 
Otto,  look  forward  to  a trip  to  Belgium 
and  Holland  in  the  spring.  She  also 
writes,  “I  should  correct  what  an  earlier 
issue  said.  I have  not  run  for  office  and 
am  only  active  in  politics  in  writing,  call- 
ing, and  supporting  candidates  that  I 
think  can  help  this  country.” 

It  struck  me  as  I wrote  this  column 
how  it’s  a microcosm  of  our  lives:  Honors 
and  awards  and  continuing  involvement 
in  the  working  and  professional  world  for 
some  and  retirement  for  others;  moves 
and  changes;  travel;  grandparenting; 
dealing  with  aging  parents;  getting 
involved  in  volunteer  work  and  politics. 
With  this  in  mind,  we’re  still  working  with 
Barnard  to  set  up  a listserv  to  “talk”  over 
cyberspace  about  retirement  issues. 
Hopefully  by  the  time  you  read  this  you ’ll 
already  have  received  an  invitation  to  join 
our  listserv!  Also,  as  we  go  to  press,  the 
class  officers  are  working  on  what  we 
hope  will  be  the  first  of  several  regional 
get-togethers,  the  first  on  May  6 at  the 
New  Jersey  home  of  Doris  Platzker 
Friedensohn  You  can  contact  Doris  at 
doris.friedensohn@worldnet.att.net  for 
more  information. 

— , HRS 

Marcia  Spelman  De  Freri 
7744  Spring  Creek  Drive,  Riverwalk 
West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33411 
marciadefren@msn.com 

Hannah  Razdow  Simon 
34  Webcowet  Road 
Arlington,  MA  02474 
hannah.simon@comcast.net 
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We  are  sad  to  report  the  death  of  Asuika 
Murano  Yanagihara  in  May  2003.  We 
send  out  condolences  to  her  husband, 
Tom  (SEAS  ’57).  Tom  met  Asuka  at 
Columbia.  He  writes  that  he  still  cherish- 
es “fond  memories  of  our  student  life 


together  during  that  time.” 

Judith  Spiegler  Adler  recently  cel- 
ebrated the  engagement  of  her  daughter, 
Danielle,  and  the  next  day,  her  mother-in- 
law’s  100th  birthday.  She  cares  for  her 
own  mother  and  her  aunt  and  helps  out 
on  occasion  with  her  grandchildren. 

Myriam  Jarblum  Altman  writes 
that  she  and  her  husband,  Herb,  are  still 
enjoying  their  judicial  positions,  but  are 
beginning  to  consider  life  after  retire- 
ment. Their  ninth  grandchild,  Hannah 
Stark,  was  born  in  Israel  on  Sept.  2. 

Judith  Schiff  has  been  inducted  as 
an  honorary  member  of  Yale  Senior 
Society,  Eiihu,  at  its  centennial  banquet  at 
the  Union  League  Club  in  New  York. 

Frances  Gold  Ackerman  and  her 
husband,  Calvin  (CC  ’56),  have  been  liv- 
ing in  Israel  since  1992,  close  to  their  chil- 
dren and  nine  grandchildren.  Two  more 
grandchildren  live  in  Manhattan  with  son 
Joel  (CC  ’88)  and  his  wife.  Fran  continues 
to  work  as  a psychotherapist  both  in  pri- 
vate practice  and  teaching. 

Sandra  Neumann  Cohen  writes 
from  San  Francisco,  where  she  is  a psy- 
chologist specializing  in  the  treatment  of 
adults  in  psychotherapy,  that  she  has  just 
become  a grandmother. 

Alice  Lotvin  Birney,  literary  manu- 
script specialist  for  the  Library  of 
Congress  since  1990,  works  with  collec- 
tions of  papers  including  those  of  alum- 
nae Zora  Neale  Hurston  ’28  and 
Margaret  Mead  ’23.  She  has  also  become 
a grandmother  for  the  first  time. 

Judith  Daynard  Boies,  semi-retired 
from  practicing  law,  has  found  time  to  re- 
involve herself  with  Barnard,  both  audit- 
ing courses  and  serving  on  the  fellowship 
committee  of  the  Alumnae  Association 
and  Project  Continuum:  Barnard  Women 
in  Transition.  She  and  her  husband  travel 
about  one  month  a year. 

Marilyn  Gold  Laurie  does  brand 
consulting  for  several  companies  and  her 
induction  into  the  Public  Relations  Hall 
of  Fame  has  led  to  speaking  engage- 
ments. She  has  joined  the  New  York 
Presbyterian  Hospital  Board  in  addition 
to  being  on  the  board  of  the  New  York 
City  Ballet  and  a Columbia  University 
trustee.  This  year  she’s  been  to  London, 
New  Orleans,  New  Zealand,  and 
Patagonia. 

Hope  that  life  is  treating  you  well 
wherever  you  are,  and  I look  forward  to 
seeing  you  all  at  our  45th  reunion. 

Betty  Ackerman  Clarick 
5700  Collins  Ave,,  Apt.  12-L 
Miami  Beach,  FL  33140-2303 
fax:  305-866-1488 


clarick@worldnet.att.net 

Renee  Strauch  Freed 
108  Homestead  Circle 
Ithaca,  NY  14850-6214 
reneefreed@msn.com 


Hallie  Ratzkin  Levie 
131  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  1 1 -A 
New  York,  NY  10024-3704 
levieh@aol.com 

Judith  Rose  Alpert,  M.D. 
130  E.  18th  St.,  Apt.  9-T 
New  York,  NY  10003-2471 
js.rose@verizon.net 


Elizabeth  McGuire  finders  is  an 
abstract  painter  represented  by  Charles 
Cowles  Gallery  in  New  York.  Her  daugh- 
ter, Camilla  Valentine,  married  James 
Brian  Bernfield  in  October. 

Nancy  Engbretsen  Lind,  happily 
and  romantically  wed  for  the  third  time 
and  living  in  Pomona,  N.Y,  has  retired 
from  college  teaching  and  is  seeking 
alumnae  in  the  Rockland  County,  N.Y., 
area  who’d  like  to  form  a book  group. 

I received  a note  from  Coppelia 
Huber  Kahn  telling  us  she  teaches 
English  at  Brown,  and  will  be  spending 
the  spring  in  Washington,  D.C.,  at  the 
Folger  Shakespeare  Library,  where  she’s 
teaching  a seminar  and  giving  the 
Shakespeare’s  Birthday  Lecture.  Her  son 
Gabriel,  is  moving  to  Rome  in  May  with 
his  wife  and  new  daughter,  Sara,  to  cover 
southern  Europe  for  The  Wall  Street 
Journal. 

Dena  Evans  Hopfl  writes  that  she 
is  busy  helping  Environment  2004, 
whose  mission  “is  to  swing  the  upcoming 
presidential  election  to  the  Democrats  by 
identifying,  educating  and  mobilizing 
voters  concerned  about  the  Bush  admin- 
istration cover-up  of  their  anti-environ- 
mental policies.”  Her  daughter,  Karen 
Hopfl-Harris,  is  chief  operating  officer 
of  the  organization. 

I recently  attended  “La  Boheme”  at 
the  San  Francisco  Opera  as  the  guest  of 
Mary  Varney  Rorty.  She  and  her 
philosopher  husband,  Richard  Rorty,  will 
be  in  Hamburg  in  the  spring  for  a few 
months. 

I published  a book  last  year  called  Ten 
Steps  to  Raising  Great  Kids.  (I  cite  my  chil- 
dren as  my  credentials!) 

— SHM 


Althea  Rudnick  Gliick 
8 Bancroft  Road 
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Wellesley,  MA  02481-5216 
agliick@attbi.com 

Sherry  Hyman  Miller 
332  Richardson  Drive 
Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 
sherry@sherryart.com 


Part  of  the  report  of  the  Boston  mini- 
reunion was  held  for  this  issue  due  to 
space  constraints. 

Rosalie  Miller  Zanderer  writes 
from  Cape  Cod,  “I  retired  four  years  ago 
and  have  been  having  a wonderful  time 
since.  It  has  been  a time  of  lots  of  study — 
thank  you,  Barnard;  piano;  Hebrew;  and 
Jewish  studies.  I am  preparing  for  a bat 
mitzvah  next  May.” 

Carolyn  Brown  Disco  and  her  hus- 
band celebrate  their  40th  anniversary  this 
year.  They  have  three  children:  Michele, 
39,  a theater  lighting  designer  in 
Manhattan;  Marilyn,  37,  a pharmacist  in 
North  Carolina;  and  William,  34,  a junior 
Benedictine  monk  in  Manchester,  N.H.  “I 
am  deeply  involved  in  Voice  of  the 
Faithful,  seeking  accountability  in  the 
Catholic  Church  for  the  sexual  abuse  of 
children  and  young  people.  Leila  Kern 
is  the  judge  who  ruled  in  favor  of  the 
release  of  the  Shanley  documents  by  the 
Archdiocese  of  Boston — a singular  event 
in  bringing  the  truth  to  light  about  clergy 
sexual  abuse.” 

Jean  Russell  (Rusty)  Miller  Rich 

has  been  a Barnard  alumnae  admissions 
representative  for  23  years,  and  is  chair- 


man of  her  church  craft  sale.  She’s  active 
in  her  local  church,  on  the  board  of  dele- 
gates, and  on  the  board  of  Chile  Mission 
partnership,  and  in  the  local  Peace  Corps 
group.  Both  of  her  daughters  have  moved 
back  home.  One  is  planning  a wedding 
and  a move  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  the  other 
is  producing  films. 

Andrea  Gargill  Gordon  retired  as 
school  library  director  at  Thayer 
Academy  in  2001  and  is  in  her  10th  year 
as  trustee  of  the  Milton  Public  Library. 
She  enjoys  spending  time  with  her  semi- 
retired  husband  of  43  years,  Marvin, 
their  children,  and  two  grandchildren. 

Susan  (Mary)  Huhn  Eustis  is  the 
president  of  a small  research  company, 
WinterGreen  Research,  which  special- 
izes in  software,  computer,  Internet,  and 
healthcare  markets.  Her  daughter  is  in 
the  physical  chemistry  doctorate  pro- 
gram at  Georgia  Tech,  and  her  son  man- 
ages a software  company  and  works  at 
Fenway  selling  souvenirs  for  the  Red  Sox. 

Leah  Salmansohn  DunaieF  s 
three  sons  are  married  to  three  wonder- 
ful women.  Her  fourth  grandchild  is  on 
the  way.  She  stays  involved  with  the 
community  through  local  newspapers 
and  magazines. 

Ellen  Torrance  is  an  officer  with 
three  Toastmasters  clubs  in  Lynchburg 
and  a mentor  for  a new  club.  She  enjoys 
masters  swimming  and  works  with  the 
sound  crew  and  as  an  usher  at  her  church. 

I’m  delighted  to  announce  the  birth  of 
Alexa  Hayden  Chambers  on  Dec.  29, 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Barbara 


Oilice  of  Career  Development 

Thinking  of  a career  change? 

Ready  to  re-enter  the  workforce? 


•Career  consulting, 
resume  & cover  letter 
review 

• Self-assessment 
inventories 

•Full-time  job  listings 


Open  12  months  a year. 
Career  Development  helps 
Barnard  women  explore, 
define  and  implement 
career  plans. 

www.barnard.edu/ocd 

212-854-2033 


Ellen  Friedman  Chambers. 

My  summer  was  highlighted  by  some 
fabulous  trips  in  our  motorhome  and  two 
glorious  months  in  New  York,  which 
included  visits  with  Vivian  Levy 
Ebersman,  Harriet  Kaye 
Inselbuch,  Joan  Rezak  Sadinoff- 
Katz,  Joan  Lewis  Kretschmer, 
Deborah  Bersin  Rubin,  Barbara 
Robbins  Ackerman,  Maya 
Rosenfeld  Brown,  Ronnie  (Rani) 
Carson,  Sara  Ginsberg  Marks,  and 
Marcia  Stecker  WeUer. 

Susan  Levenson  Pringle 
25619  Cordova  Place 
Rio  Verde,  AZ  85263 
480-471-7339 
susique@aol.com 


At  60,  Ruth  Charnes  fulfilled  a lifelong 
dream  to  visit  Iceland.  During  their  two 
weeks  there,  she  and  her  husband  went 
hiking  and  hotpot  soaking  and  returned 
earlier  this  year  to  seek  the  glorious 
Northern  Lights. 

Phyllis  Dickstein  reports  that  she’s 
retired  as  a librarian  for  the  United 
Nations  after  33  years. 

Linda  Robins,  founding  faculty 
member  of  Bergen  Community  College 
has  been  promoted  to  full  professor.  This 
is  her  35th  year  of  service  teaching 
French  in  the  world  languages  and  cul- 
tures discipline.  Linda  is  also  a certified 
reflexologist  and  acupuncturist  practi- 
tioner, a musician,  and  an  oil  painter.  Her 
daughter,  Melody  Rose,  graduated  from 
Evergreen  State  College. 

Amy  Devine  Wohl  is  a computer 
industry  consultant  in  Narbeth,  Pa.  She 
was  quoted  in  The  New  York  Times  in 
October  on  collaborations  between  com- 
puter labs  and  industry  as  they  try  to  sim- 
plify the  management  of  complex  corpo- 
rate data  systems.  After  more  than  25 
years  in  the  suburbs,  Rachel  Blau 
DuPlessis  has  relocated  to  Philadelphia. 
Her  chapbook  Draft , unnumbered:  Precis  was 
published  in  2003  by  Nomados  Press  of 
Vancouver,  B.C. 

Anne  Broderick  Zill  was  featured 
in  a long  article  in  the  Bangor,  Maine, 
monthly  magazine,  Maine  Times.  In  1996 
Anne  returned  to  Maine  after  30  years  as 
a Washington  insider.  She  founded  half  a 
dozen  nonprofit  organizations  dedicated 
to  women’s’  leadership,  political  dis- 
course, human  rights,  and  conflict  resolu- 
tion, among  others. 

Alice  Miller  Jacobs  Weiss,  your 
co-correspondent,  visited  Anne  and  her 
daughter  Lydia,  1 4,  on  the  Maine  coast  at 
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the  end  of  a very  cold  and  bracing  ski  trip 
in  January.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  visit- 
ing the  jewel  of  an  art  gallery  she  runs  at 
Pordand’s  University  of  New  England. 

Vera  Wagner  Frances,  your  other 
co-correspondent,  and  her  husband, 
Alan,  took  a trip  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
with  their  grandchildren  Tyler,  7,  and 
Olivia,  5.  They  went  by  plane,  train,  hel- 
icopter, and  Jeep. 

Vera  Wagner  Frances 
1710  Avenida  del  Mundo,  Apt.  608 
Coronado,  CA  92118-3047 
619-437-1980 

Alice  Miller  Jacobs  Weiss 
172  Tubman  Road 
Brewster,  MA  02631-2500 
amjweiss@alum.barnard.edu 


40TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 


Our  40th  reunion  will  take  place  June  3-6, 
and  the  class  committee  has  been  working 
hard  to  make  it  a resounding  success.  Be 
sure  to  check  out  our  class  Web  site  at 
www.barnard.edu/ alum/ reunion/reunion 
2004.html  for  the  latest  information  about 
reunion  events,  hotels,  who’s  attending, 
and  more. 

Class  president  Andrea  Machlin 
Rosenthal  writes,  “I  have  been  interest- 
ed in  photography  for  some  time  now  and 
currently  (winter  2004)  have  a solo  show 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  of  my  photographs 
from  a recent  trip  to  China.  I hope  to 
connect  with  other  photographers  at  our 
reunion.  Anyone  interested  in  seeing 
another  side  of  my  work  can  go  to 
www.photographyatelier.org  and  click  on 
my  name.  Spent  a pleasant  afternoon 
with  Rae  Temkin.  Edelson  at  a 
Barnard  Club  of  Boston  gathering.  She  is 
also  planning  to  attend  reunion.” 

Judith  Malkin  Frangos  begins  a 
new  job  at  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute  in  Troy,  N.Y,  in  June,  just  in  time 
to  attend  reunion.  She  writes  from 
Istanbul,  “This  has  been  the  best  profes- 
sional and  personal  experience  of  my 
life — something  completely  of  my  own 
making.  I collapsed  an  entire  career  as  a 
music  librarian  into  five  incredibly  rich 
years  here.  I made  friends  in  every  sector 
of  this  community.  Turks  are  almost  with- 
out exception  unfailingly  polite  and 
incredibly  kind.  And  they  know  how  to 
have  a good  time.  The  way  of  life  is  with- 
out parallel — walking  along  the 
Bosporus,  sailing  in  the  Aegean,  staying 
out  late  at  night  with  friends.  I would  stay 
forever,  were  it  not  for  family  at  home.  I 
fully  intend  to  return  to  spend  substantial 


parts  of  my  year  after  I retire.” 

Linda  Sirkin  Gorin  writes,  “After 
teaching  and  practicing  pediatric 
rheumatology  at  University  of 
Washington,  Stanford,  and  UC  Davis,  my 
family  (husband  Arnold  B.  Gorin,  MD, 
andjarrett,  now  32,  and  Jessica,  now  29) 
moved  to  Houston,  Texas,  for  Arnie’s  fac- 
ulty position  at  Baylor  College  of 
Medicine.  I retrained  in  allergy  and  after 
20  years  reduced  my  workdays  to  three 
days  a week,  while  traveling  to  teach  with 
my  ‘off  days.’  Whenever  possible  we  trav- 
el (Europe,  East  and  West,  Latin  America, 
Asia)  and  in  between  groom  our  two 
Briards.  Now  we  will  also  travel  to  our 
grandchildren  in  California.” 

Gabrielle  Gibbs  Long  became 
associate  director  of  x-ray  operations  and 
research  at  the  Advanced  Photon  Source, 
“the  premier  facility  for  hard  x-ray 
research  in  the  United  States,”  in 
December. 

Joan  Simon  Hollander’s  youngest 
daughter,  Barbara,  graduates  from 
Barnard  this  May.  Joan  has  a private  prac- 
tice in  mathematics  tutoring,  specializing 
in  the  high  school  level  through  calculus. 

Suzanne  Selby  Grenager,  a life 
coach /spiritual  mentor,  “loves  to  inspire 
and  support  aware,  accomplished  women 
who  would  be  leaders”  and  help  them  “get 
to  know  their  authentic  selves.”  She  “has 
taught  yoga  and  meditation,  is  certified  as 
a therapist  in  the  body-mind  Rubenfeld 
Synergy  Method,  and  has  a long  and  won- 
derful marriage,  two  grown  kids,  and,  as  of 
October,  a grandson.”  Sue’s  Web  site  is 
www.suzannegrenager.com. 

Sadly,  we  must  report  the  deaths  of 
two  classmates.  Anita  Lobo,  a govern- 
ment major,  passed  away  in  December 
2000,  and  Roberta  Kleinman  died  last 
November. 

Sharon  Block  Korn 
1 3567  Mango  Drive 
Del  Mar,  CA  92014-3538 
srk@workmail.corn 


Carol  Adler  Berkowitz,  whose  profes- 
sional achievements  as  a pediatrician  we 
mentioned  in  the  last  issue,  focuses  on 
child-abuse  issues  in  her  clinical  practice 
research,  as  well  as  teaching  students, 
residents,  and  interns.  Married  to  anoth- 
er physician,  Carol  moved  to  California 
in  1974  and  has  two  daughters.  Carol 
recently  became  a grandmother  and 
describes  her  three-month-old  grand- 
daughter as  “incredible.” 

Lucinda  Friendly  Murphy  finds 
that  being  an  artist  “is  like  being  in 


kindergarten  all  your  life.”  Art  is 
Lucinda’s  second  career,  her  first  being 
landscape  architecture.  Lucinda  left 
Barnard  after  freshman  year  to  marry  her 
high  school  beau,  to  whom  she  remains 
happily  wed  4 1 years  later.  She  graduated 
from  American  University  and  has  four 
children. 

Sharon  Klayman  Farber’s  previ- 
ously-mentioned book,  When  the  Body  is 
Target:  Seif  Harm,  Pain,  and  Traumatic 
Attachments,  sold  out  and  has  been  reprint- 
ed in  soft  cover.  Sharon  recently  pub- 
lished an  article  in  the  Journal  of 
Psychohistory  entitled,  “Ecstatic  Stigmatics 
and  Holy  Anorexics,  Medieval  and 
Contemporary.”  Sharon  spends  “a  good 
deal  of  time”  lecturing  and  teaching.  Her 
son,  David,  a manager  at  KPMG,  just  cel- 
ebrated his  first  wedding  anniversary. 

Your  faithful  correspondents  have 
been  busy.  After  many  years  as  a prosecu- 
tor in  the  Bronx  district  attorney’s  office, 
and  as  a part-time  professor  at  Fordham 
Law  School,  Elizabeth  resigned  both 
positions  and  joined  a small  litigation 
firm  in  midtown.  She’s  finding  the  firm, 
Cohen  & Gresser,  a wonderful  place  to 
work — terrific,  upbeat  people  and  inter- 
esting work.  Ann  took  a great  computer 
jacquard  weaving  course  in  Montreal, 
and  stayed  with  Judy  Lipowsky  Yelon  ’59, 
an  editor,  and  her  husband,  Arthur.  They 
had  a great  time  eating  and  drinking  to 
“get  over  the  frigid  winter  blahs.” 

—EFB 
Ann  Selgin  Levy 
82  High  St. 

Albans,  VT  05478-1534 
ann@littleapplepress.com 

Elizabeth  Farber  Bernhardt 
924  West  End  Ave.,  Apt.  53 
New  York,  NY  10025-3534 
bernhare@yahoo.com 


Barbara  (Bonnie)  Hilkevitch  Ida 
sends  greetings  from  the  north  country. 
Bonnie  and  her  husband,  Jerry,  have  lived 
outside  Malone,  N.Y,  just  south  of  the 
Canadian  border,  since  1975.  After 
majoring  in  art  history  at  Barnard,  she 
studied  at  the  New  York  Studio  School  of 
Drawing,  Painting  and  Sculpture  and 
then  earned  a master’s  degree  in  educa- 
tion at  SUNY  Potsdam.  For  the  past  17 
years,  Bonnie  has  loved  being  an  art 
teacher  in  a public  school  district  that 
includes  the  Akwesasne  Mohawk  reserva- 
tion, farms  and  hamlets.  She’s  actively 
involved  in  the  New  York  State  Art 
Teachers  Association,  and  exhibits  her 
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drawings  and  paintings  in  local  group 
shows.  Both  her  children  live  in  New  York 
City:  Sam,  25,  a Pratt  Institute  graduate, 
is  a graphic  designer;  Justine,  22,  a 
licensed  welder,  is  an  ironworker. 

Laura  Inselman,  a pediatric  pul- 
monologist, has  lived  in  Chadds  Ford, 
Pa.,  for  almost  nine  years  and  has  worked 
at  DuPont  Hospital  for  Children  in 
Wilmington,  Del.,  for  the  past  12  years. 
In  addition  to  caring  for  children  with 
respiratory  diseases,  Laura  writes  and 
publishes  manuscripts  for  journals  and 
book  chapters  on  pediatric  respiratory 
diseases.  Her  book  Pediatric  Pulmonary 
Pearls  was  published  a few  years  ago. 

Tamara  Lowe  Dworsky  practices 
law  in  Scottsdale,  Ariz.  Her  specialty  is 
estate  planning  and  elder  law.  She  and 
her  husband  had  been  living  in  Florida 
for  three  years  but  returned  to  Arizona 
when  he  retired. 

Iris  Chuven  Freeman  has  been 
enjoying  teaching  a course  in  advanced 
community  organizing  and  advocacy  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota  School  of 
Social  Work.  Says  Iris,  “The  students,  all 
women,  are  so  talented  and  spirited  that, 
although  the  class  meets  from  5 to  8 p.m., 
we  have  quite  vigorous  conversations.  In 
25  years  of  legislative  work  on  behalf  of 
seniors  and  labor  organizations,  I have 
speculated  about  the  next  generation  of 
advocates.  If  this  class  is  an  indicator,  the 
signs  are  good.” 

When  Linda  Lovas  Hoeschler 

retired  in  July  as  executive  director  of  the 
American  Composers  Forum  after  12 
years  at  the  helm,  Susan  Halper  was 
among  the  attendees  at  a surprise  farewell 
bash.  According  to  Linda,  “The  program 
was  elegant  and  mercifully  short  (about 
an  hour)  [and]  included  four  waltzes  writ- 
ten by  composers.  Jack  and  I heard  them 
along  with  the  audience,  then  were  asked 
to  dance  to  them!”  The  University  of  St. 
Thomas  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  St.  John’s 
University  in  Collegeville,  Minn.,  pre- 
sented Linda  with  honorary  degrees. 
Linda’s  daughter  Kristen  ’9 1 was  married 
last  Thanksgiving  weekend.  In  January, 
Linda  and  Jack  headed  for  the  Montana 
mountains  to  plan  their  next  10  years. 
Hope  your  plans  include  our  40th 
reunion  in  May  2006,  Linda! 

We  regret  that  the  names  of  Nancy 
Tally  Polevoy  and  Janet  Levitt  Zalkin 
were  misspelled  in  the  previous  issue. 

Marcia  Weinstein  Stern 
5 Rural  Drive 
Scarsdale,  NY  10583-7701 
914-725-4581 
marcia_stern@alum.barnard.edu 


Helene  Meier  Houge  writes  from 
Deerfield  Beach,  Fla.  that  she  has  been 
invited  to  serve  on  the  board  of  her 
town's  Single  Family  Homeowners 
Association.  Helene’s  mother  passed 
away  this  past  spring. 

Trude  Bennett  is  associate  professor 
of  maternal  and  child  health  at  the 
School  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.  She  and 
her  husband,  Howard  Machtinger  (C 
’66),  live  in  Durham.  Trude’s  work  focus- 
es on  women’s  health  and  maternal  mor- 
bidity, with  an  emphasis  on  global  repro- 
ductive health.  She’s  working  on  projects 
in  South  Africa,  Tanzania,  Thailand,  and 
Vietnam.  Trude  and  a medical  colleague 
in  Hanoi  founded  an  organization  to  pro- 
mote understanding  between  U.S.  and 
Vietnamese  women.  Trude’s  daughter 
Anzia  lives  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  where 
she’s  assistant  director  of  a multicultural 
arts  center  for  children. 

Margaret  Russo  Andrews  is 
responsible  for  staff  development  and 
training  at  Roswell  Park  Cancer  Institute. 
In  her  free  time,  she's  also  finishing  up  a 
book,  Tales  of  a High-Heeled  Guerilla 
Warrior , a novel  focused  on  the  struggles 
and  turbulence  of  young  adulthood.  Her 
son,  Seth,  graduated  from  Hamilton  and 
lives  in  New  York.  He’s  deciding  between 
a career  in  law  and  playing  professional 
soccer  in  England.  Margaret  continues  to 
love  living  in  the  country  (Wilson,  N.Y), 
on  eight  acres,  with  ducks,  goats,  pea- 
cocks, and  species  of  birds  she  never 
knew  existed. 

By  the  time  this  reaches  print,  the 
New  York  area  ’67ers  will  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  get  together  for  a mini- 
reunion for  which  Susan  Abramowitz 
generously  volunteered  her  home.  More 
mini-reunions  in  the  offing — please  let  us 
know  ideas  for  times,  venues,  etc. 

Susan  Scrimshaw  is  dean  of  the 
School  of  Public  Health  at  the  Lhiiversity 
of  Illinois  at  Chicago.  She  is  also  chair  of 
the  National  Association  of  Schools  of 
Public  Health,  and  is  active  in  the  Institute 
of  Medicine  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences.  Her  work  focuses  on  Latino  and 
African-American  issues  of  health  and 
health  disparities.  For  her  research  she 
received  a medal  from  President  Vicente 
Fox  of  Mexico.  Her  daughter,  Mary 
Corey  March,  is  an  artist  who  combines 
painting  with  teaching,  and  is  now  work- 
ing on  her  second  graduate  degree. 

Joan  Lerner  Johnson  dropped  a 
note  to  clarify  that  after  her  retirement 
last  June  as  a guidance  counselor  she 


moved  to  working  as  the  director  of  the 
guidance  department,  not  as  an  assistant 
principal  as  was  reported  last  column.  We 
apologize  for  the  discrepancy. 

I just  completed  an  interesting  assign- 
ment of  coordinating  and  chairing  the 
Boston  Assessment  Center  for  the 
Presidential  Management  Fellow 
Program  of  the  Federal  Government.  It 
was  exciting  to  see  energetic,  bright 
minds  from  top-tier  graduate  schools 
interested  in  competing  for  a career  in  the 
public  sector.  I learned  to  effectively  mul- 
titask because,  at  the  same  time,  I was  still 
responsible  for  the  employee  assistance 
program  that  I manage. 

Cathy  Feola  Weisbrod 
203  Allston  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139-3917 
cweisbro@opm.gov 


Penelope  Parkhurst  Boehm  reports 
that  in  November  she  visited  Baltimore 
for  a family  reunion  and  also  was  able  to 
catch  up  with  her  former  roommate 
Geraldine  Pontius.  Penelope  and  her 
husband,  David,  run  Boehm  Business 
Sendees  in  New  York  City,  which  special- 
izes in  bookkeeping  in  the  not-for-profit 
sector.  Her  son  Peter  is  a sophomore  at 
Syracuse. 

Rena  Bonne’s  daughter  Arielle  was 
accepted  to  Barnard  for  the  Class  of 
2008.  Rena  is  director  of  English  and 
modern  languages  for  the  Ossining 
school  district  in  Westchester  and  keeps 
homes  in  Stony  Brook,  Long  Island,  and 
Croton-on-Hudson,  N.Y.  Rena  has  also 
been  active  with  class  president  Linda 
Rosen  Garfunkel  contacting  class- 
mates for  The  Barnard  Fund. 

Nonny  Cangelosi  Levy  tells  us  that 
when  she  left  Barnard,  she  served  in  the 
Peace  Corps  in  Brazil,  traveled,  and 
earned  two  graduate  degrees  before  set- 
tling in  Lincoln,  Mass.,  with  her  husband, 
Ray,  a psychologist.  Nonny  is  a part-time 
psychotherapist  and  enjoys  the  “complex 
moments”  of  life  with  teens. 

EBen  Zubrack  Charry  is  a profes- 
sor of  religion  at  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary.  She  missed  our  reunion 
because  her  husband  was  critically  ill  and 
one  of  her  daughters  was  expecting  her 
first  child.  She  lost  her  husband  shortly 
after  the  reunion  and  is  working  hard  to 
rebuild  her  life. 

Carol  Anne  Dwyer  was  surprised 
by  a Career  Achievement  Award  from 
Educational  Testing  Service,  where  she 
has  worked  for  over  30  years.  She  also 
recently  received  the  Distinguished 
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Scientific  Lecturer  Award  from  the 
American  Psychological  Association. 

Anne  Grant  recently  reviewed  The 
Serenity  Prayer:  Faith  and  Politics  in  Times  of 
Peace  and  War,  by  Elizabeth  Sifton,  the 
daughter  of  professors  Reinhold  and 
Ursula  Niebuhr,  with  a charming  remi- 
niscence of  the  impact  of  the  Niebuhrs 
on  Anne  when  she  was  a Barnard  fresh- 
man. Her  review  appeared  in  the 
Providence  R.I.  Journal  Bulletin.  Anne  is  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and  activist. 

Eileen  Marzola  reports  that  she’s 
the  president-elect  of  the  New  York 
branch  of  the  International  Dyslexia 
Association.  Eileen  chaired  the  31st 
annual  conference  on  dyslexia  and  relat- 
ed learning  disabilities  in  New  York. 

Susan  Kristal  Wine  is  busy  building 
her  Vintage  New  York  wine  business  and 
reports  that  her  son  is  engaged. 

Claudia  Pitzler  lives  with  her  son 
Max,  17,  in  Salem,  Ore.  Claudia  works 
part  time  as  a mediator  and  full  time  as  a 
union  organizer  and  negotiator.  She  won 
an  award  for  her  work  on  worker  safety. 
She  recently  lost  her  mother  but  fortu- 
nately still  has  her  father  close  by,  in  an 
assisted-living  home. 

Signing  off  as  class  correspondent,  Karen 
Kaplowitz- 

Jerilyn  Seife  Famighetti 
425  E.  79th  St.,  Apt.  2-G 
New  York,  NY  10021 
jeri68@alum.barnard.edu 

Abby  Sommer  Kurnit 
85  Stratford  Ave. 

White  Plains,  NY  10605-2403 
abithak@aol.com 


35TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

An  e-mail  plea  for  news  brought  notes 
from  several  classmates  who’ve  been  too 
busy  to  write — till  now!  Apologies  to  those 
whose  news  had  to  be  held  until  the  sum- 
mer column  due  to  space  constraints. 

Joan  Gardner  Ehrenfeld  is  teach- 
ing and  doing  research  in  ecology  at 
Cook  College  at  Rutgers  University,  on 
projects  ranging  from  wetland  nutrient 
cycling  to  the  impact  of  invasive  species. 
Joan  also  directs  the  Water  Resources 
Research  Institute.  Her  four  children  are 
now  grown — the  last  left  for  college  this 
year,  and  the  oldest  gave  birth  to  Joan’s 
first  grandson  last  May. 

Monique  Raphel  High  has  a new 
granddaughter,  Emily  Madison  Carroll. 
Monique  is  working  on  a book  on  fic- 
tion-writing, and  continues  to  write  fic- 


tion. Stay  tuned — her  Barnard  novel  is 
in  the  works! 

Sherry  Suttles  became  Atlantic 
Beach,  S.C.’s  newest  town  council  mem- 
ber in  a run-off  selection  last  November. 
This  is  Sherry’s  first  foray  into  politics, 
and  we  wish  her  well! 

Sally  Howe  writes  from  Orange, 
Mass.,  north  of  the  Quabbin  reservoir,  “I 
find  myself  on  my  own  again,  and  have 
gotten  used  to  the  country  house,  walk- 
ing my  dog  sans  leash,  and  shoveling 
snow.  I have  been  teaching  French,  and 
some  Spanish,  at  Athol  High  School  10 
years,  and  have  a few  more  to  go.  My 
daughter  Amber  lives  in  Somerville,  my 
son  Jasper  in  Maine,  and  my  two 
stepchildren  are  in  town.” 

As  we  went  to  press  in  April,  casting 
was  about  to  begin  for  Linda  Yellen’s 
film,  “The  Hive,”  about  five  young  guys 
who  turn  out  to  be  Modigliani,  Picasso, 
Chagall,  Rivera,  and  Soutine.  Shooting  is 
scheduled  for  late  this  summer  in 
Budapest,  Bucharest,  and  Prague,  and 
Linda  is  set  to  direct.  Brava! 

Elaine  Kuracina  adapted  Dickens’ 
A Christmas  Carol  for  SUNY  Canton  and 
the  Grasse  River  Players,  and  also  direct- 
ed. Elaine  is  collaborating  with  Don 
Albert,  a retired  actor-composer  she  has 
coaxed  out  of  retirement,  on  a program 
of  his  original  songs  as  well  as  1930s  and 
1940s  tunes.  Their  goal  is  the  Ottawa 
Jazz  Festival  this  summer.  Elaine,  a dentist 
in  her  professional  life,  also  promotes  her 
book,  The  Elemental  Tooth  Fairy,  “by  trans- 
forming” herself  into  the  tooth  fairy  for 
interactive  shows  with  children  at 
libraries,  schools,  and  museums.  She’s 
also  a guest  lecturer  for  physical  therapy 
students  at  Clarkson  University,  and 
enjoys  life  as  the  wife  of  a SUNY 
Potsdam  professor  and  dealing  with  the 
challenges  as  mother  to  an  eighth  grade 
son.  Busy  woman! 

Anne  Reilly  Moses  has  a son,  27, 
who  lives  in  New  York  and  a daughter,  1 5, 
in  high  school.  Anne  is  an  estate  planning 
and  elder  law  attorney  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  in  the  firm  of  Moses  & Moses,  with 
her  husband,  Charlie.  She  wants  to  hear 
from  classmates  who  plan  to  attend  our 
35th  reunion!  On  that  note,  I remind  you 
to  make  your  plans  for  June.  See  you  then! 

—LSV 
Dr.  Stella  Ling 
30  The  Uplands 
Berkeley,  CA  94705 
smling@msn.com 

Lynne  Spigelmire  Viti 
49  Croft  Regis  Road 


Westwood,  MA  02090-1205 
lviti@wellesley.edu 


A lot  of  news  this  time  around  (so  much 
that  some  must  be  held  over  until  the  next 
issue)!  First,  a reminder:  Next  year  is  our 
35th  reunion  (really!).  If  you  have  ideas 
for  social  activities,  or  are  willing  to  help 
in  the  planning,  please  contact  Camille 
Kiely  Kelleher  at  cmkkell@aol.com. 

Rebecca  Cook,  law  professor  and 
faculty  chair  in  international  human 
rights  at  the  University  of  Toronto 
Faculty  of  Law,  has  co-authored  the  book 
Reproductive  Health  and  Human  Rights: 
Integrating  Medicine,  Ethics,  and  Law. 

Tamar  Frank’s  son,  Jesse  Cooper, 
was  accepted  early  to  Columbia’s  Class  of 
2008.  He  joins  his  sister,  Tayla  Cooper 
’05,  in  Morningside  Heights.  Barbara 
Wisch’s  daughter,  Kate  Wollesen,  is 
graduating  from  Barnard  this  year,  and 
Sari  Kramer’s  daughter,  Sasha,  is  a jun- 
ior at  Columbia.  Sami’s  a clinical  psy- 
chologist practicing  in  Montclair,  N.J. 

Evelyn  Langlieb  Greer  is  a candi- 
date in  the  Aug.  31  election  for  the 
Miami-Dade  School  Board,  the  nine- 
member  board  that  runs  the  fourth- 
largest  school  system  in  the  United  States. 
She  has  been  mayor  of  the  Village  of 
Pinecrest  for  eight  years. 

Laura  Bresler  and  her  husband, 
Bruce,  are  about  to  celebrate  their  25th 
anniversary.  They’re  living  in  San 
Francisco,  near  Laura’s  younger  brother 
and  sister-in-law  and  their  two  children, 
to  whom  they  are  “proto-grandparents.” 
After  law  school,  Laura  was  executive 
director  of  a mediation  sendee.  When  she 
left,  her  qiqong  practice  began  taking  up 
more  of  her  time,  and  she’s  now  teaching 
qiqong.  She’s  in  touch  with  Jean 
Yonemura  Wing,  who  lives  in  Berkeley. 

After  receiving  her  French  area  studies 
degree  from  Barnard,  Carol  Toussie 
Weingarten  went  to  nursing  school  and 
is  now  an  associate  professor  of  nursing  at 
Villanova  University,  combining  teaching, 
clinical  practice,  student  advisement, 
research,  and  community  activities.  She 
taught  the  first  nursing  course  in  a new 
bachelor  of  science  program  for  people 
with  college  degrees  in  other  fields,  and  is 
one  of  four  nurse  educators  selected  for  a 
media  campaign  for  recruitment  of  nurs- 
ing faculty  that  is  slated  to  “launch”  this 
year.  In  June,  she  and  her  husband, 
Michael  S.  Weingarten,  a vascular  and 
trauma  surgeon  (Columbia  P&S),  will  cel- 
ebrate their  30th  wedding  anniversary. 
Their  daughter,  Robin,  is  a nurse. 
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Beatrice  (Bea)  Skolnik  Kriger 

and  her  husband,  Jerry,  became  grand- 
parents in  October,  just  after  having  cele- 
brated the  25th  anniversary  of  their  mov- 
ing to  Israel.  Bea  works  in  the  Internet 
services  unit  at  the  Weizmann  Institute, 
and  is  responsible  for  much  of  the  English 
text  that  goes  into  their  Web  site. 

Barbara  Pines  adopted  her  daugh- 
ter, Julie  Harriet  Xiaozhen  (“little  treas- 
ure”), in  August  in  Hangzhou,  China, 
shortly  before  Julie’s  third  birthday.  She 
became  a U.S.  citizen  on  Aug.  22  and 
arrived  at  her  current  home  in  Munich, 
Germany,  in  September.  Barbara  writes 
that  The  International  Adoption  Guide  by 
Myra  Alperson  ’73  was  a big  help  in  the 
adoption  process. 

Joan  Pantsios 
5326  S.  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Apt.  3 
Chicago,  IL  60615 
773-684-2868  or  312-814-5100 
jpantsios@earthlink.net 


The  Barnard  legacy  continues:  Victoria 
(Vicki)  Taylor  Robertson’s  daughter 
Sarah  will  join  the  alumnae  ranks  in  May 
(Vicki’s  daughter  Megan  graduated  in 
2001).  Vicki  continues  teaching  high 
school  biology  after  31  years.  Life  is  still 
good  at  54. 

Thank  you,  Barnard,  from  Deborah 
Lifschitz  Veach.  Her  niece  Judith 
Heistein  will  graduate  from  Barnard  in 
’07.  Multifaceted  Deborah  is  wife,  moth- 
er, attorney,  councilwoman,  and  role 
model. 

Elizabeth  Kellogg,  member  of  the 
Hamilton  Trio  for  1 7 years  (classical- 
trio. com),  teaches  cello,  violin,  viola,  and 
piano  in  the  D.C.  metro  area  and  is  the 
founding  principal  cellist  of  the  Loudoun 
Symphony  in  Leesburg,  Va.  (Loudoun 
Symphony.org).  Concert  schedules  may 
be  found  on  the  Web  sites. 

The  November  “Profiles  in 
Education”  column  from  Education  Update 
features  an  inspirational  write-up  on 
Beth  Lief.  This  mom  is  making  the  leap 
from  civil  rights  attorney  to  top  educa- 
tional leader  at  the  Institute  for  Leaning 
as  a National  Fellow.  Previously,  she  was 
the  founding  president  of  the  New 
Visions  For  Public  Schools. 

Congratulations  to  both  Elizabeth  and 
Beth  for  these  major  accomplishments. 

Susan  Shapiro  Metz,  who  attended 
summer  reunion,  writes  that  her  daughter 
Becky  will  appear  in  a Zyrtec  commercial 
and  in  an  episode  of  “Angel.”  Sue  and 
her  husband  of  20  years,  Jerry,  live  in 
Freehold,  N.J. 


Julia  Hong  Sabella 
Ravenswood  Estates 
9 Oakmont  Lane 
Far  Hills,  NJ  07931-2800 
lionsharejhs@aol.com 


Shoko  Moriwaki  Iwata  wrote  in  to 
report  that  she  has  returned  to  work  after 
24  years  of  basically  being  a homemaker 
with  three  children.  She  is  an  administra- 
tive assistant  in  New  York  City  at  Seicho- 
No-Ie,  New  York,  Inc.,  a nonprofit  reli- 
gious organization. 

A newspaper  clipping  sent  to  me 
reports  that  Harriet  Silberstein  Finck 
was  the  curator  of  “9  at  the  Stable”  at  the 
Stable  Gallery  in  Ridgewood,  NJ.,  in  fall 
2003.  She  brought  together  a group  of 
nine  veteran  or  emerging  women  artists, 
including  her  daughter  and  herself,  for 
this  show.  Harriet  went  on  to  train  as  an 
architect  at  the  Graduate  School  of 
Design  at  Harvard  after  majoring  in  art 
history  at  Barnard.  She  teaches  at 
William  Paterson  University  and  has 
taught  at  the  Old  Church  Cultural 
Center  and  Parsons  School  of  Design. 

Gail  Herbert  Lopatin  wrote  in  to 
say  that  her  son  Jeffrey  was  married  in 
July  2003,  lives  in  New  York,  and  works 
for  a hedge  fund.  Her  daughter,  Alison, 
graduated  from  Wesleyan  in  May  and  is  a 
student  at  the  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Music,  where  she’s  pur- 
suing a master’s  in  vocal  performance. 

Elizabeth  Marlin  Legatt’s  son, 
Michael,  was  married  in  November.  Two 
Barnard  friends  were  there  to  help 
Elizabeth  celebrate,  Deborah  Plachta 
and  Diane  Finger. 

Marcia  Eisenberg 
302  W.  86th  St.,  Apt.  8-A 
New  York,  NY  10024-3154 


eisenberg5@aol.com 


Jenna  Weissman  Joselit  kicked  off  the 
annual  Queens  College  Center  for  Jewish 
Studies  free  lecture  series  on  Oct.  8 in 
Flushing.  The  topic  was  “From  Ghetto  to 
Suburb:  The  shaping  of  the  American 
Jewish  Landscape.”  Jenna  is  a historian 
who  teaches  modern  Jewish  Studies  at 
Princeton  University.  She  is  the  author  of 
The  Wonders  of  America:  Reinventing  Jewish 
Culture,  1880-1950,  which  won  the 
National  Jewish  Book  Award.  Jenna  is 
also  a columnist  for  Forward.  She  sends 
her  best  to  all  of  her  classmates. 

Kathy  Hellenbrand  Rocklen  of 
Great  Neck  is  a partner  at  Proskawl,  Rose 
LLP  and  an  adjunct  professor  at  Fordham 
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University  School  of  Law. 

Jean  Bloch  Rosensaft  of  New  York 
wrote  in  to  let  me  know  that  she  just  edit- 
ed two  museum  exhibition  catalogs:  “Ann 
Sperry:  30  Pieces/30  Years”  and  “The 
Art  of  Aging.” 

April  Lane  Benson  launched  a Web 
site  (www.stoppingovershopping.com) 
about  her  book,  I Shop,  Therefore  I Am: 
Compulsive  Buying  and  the  Search  for  Self. 
April,  a psychologist  who  specializes  in 
the  treatment  of  compulsive  buying  dis- 
order, is  the  co-founder  of  the  Center  for 
the  Study  of  Anorexia  and  Bulimia  in 
New  York.  She  writes,  “Society,  advertis- 
ing, and  the  media  all  conspire  against 
the  cultivation  of  true  wealth,  which  can- 
not be  quantified  in  a financial  balance 
sheet  but  must  instead  be  felt  and  sensed: 
self-esteem,  family,  friendships,  a sense  of 
community,  health,  education,  creative 
pursuits,  communion  with  nature.  It  is 
inner  poverty,  both  emotional  and  spiritu- 
al, that  is  at  the  core  of  most  compulsive 
spending.  The  acquisition  of  truth  wealth 
is  crucial  to  recovery.” 

I had  a grand  time  visiting  New  York 
in  December.  I had  dinner  with  Mara 
Isbey  and  Davida  Scharf.  Mara  and  I 
went  to  see  “Wonderful  Town.”  For  all 
you  out-of-towners,  if  and  when  you  visit 
the  Big  Apple,  let  alumnae  in  the  city 
know  you’re  coming.  They’ll  make  you 
feel  very  welcome. 

Out  here  in  sunny  Los  Angeles  our 
alumnae  are  heading  to  die  opera  to  see 
“The  Marriage  of  Figaro”  in  June.  I’m  giv- 
ing a lecture  on  the  opera  for  our  group.  It’s 
what  I do  for  the  Los  Angeles  Opera 
Company  on  a regular  basis.  In  February 
and  March,  I toured  the  public  schools 
preparing  our  students  for  two  free  mati- 
nees of  “Madama  Butterfly”  offered  by  our 
opera  company  to  public  school  students.  I 
also  gave  several  lectures  on  Richard 
Strauss’  “Die  Frau  ohne  Schatten”  to  our 
local  Opera  League  subscribers. 

Please  write  or  send  me  e-mail  with 
your  news.  I’d  like  to  include  as  many 
updates  as  space  allows.  If  you  send  me 
an  e-mail,  be  sure  to  put  Barnard  in  the 
subject  heading,  so  I don’t  delete  you  by 
mistake. 

Anne  Russell  Sullivan 
3331  Bennett  Drive 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90068 
323-697-9733 
anners@aol.com 

REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Linda  F.  Spiegel  was  profiled  in  the  New 
Jersey  Law  Journal  in  November  for  being 
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accomplished  and  for  “paving  the  way  for 
others.”  She  was  singled  out  for  being, 
during  25  years  in  private  practice,  “a  fix- 
ture among  the  Bergen  County  bar,  prin- 
cipally due  to  her  devotion  to  the  local 
community — both  legal  and  at  large.” 
Linda  has  been  an  active  member  of 
Women  Lawyers  of  Bergen,  and  of  the 
Bergen  County  Bar  Association.  From 
1990  to  1994  she  served  as  editor  in  chief 
of  The  Bergen  Barrister. 

Linda  Bernstein  writes  that  she  had 
a wonderful  re-encounter  with  Barnard 
last  spring  when  her  daughter,  Ariel 
Ruttenberg,  won  an  award  in  the  Barnard 
College  CBS  “Women  I Admire”  contest. 
Linda  was  thrilled  to  discover  that  the 
person  in  charge  was  Christine  Royer, 
with  whom  she  took  an  American  litera- 
ture course  in  1973.  Linda  reports  that 
Christine  is  well  and  “still  so  warm  and 
kind.”  Linda  also  reports  that  her  son  has 
been  best  friends  for  years  with  Bridget 


Kessler,  Lynne  Fisher  Phillips’  daugh- 
ter— both  now  juniors  at  Vassar.  Linda 
figures  that  if  she  went  to  a women’s  col- 
lege, why  shouldn’t  her  son? 

Pamela  Osserman  Bank  wrote 
from  Israel,  where  she  has  been  living 
since  1972  when  she  left  Barnard  to 
dance  with  the  Israel  Ballet  Company. 
She  is  married  to  an  Israeli  and  they  have 
four  children:  Eliana,  13;  Becky,  20; 
Dave,  22;  and  Yonni,  24.  Pamela  was  the 
lead  dancer  with  the  Israel  Ballet,  but 
retired  in  1980  when  motherhood  took 
up  most  of  her  time  and  energy.  In  addi- 
tion to  teaching  ballet,  she  designs  and 
makes  jewelry  that  she  sells. 

Katherine  Puder  wrote  in  that  she 
“is  very  much  alive  and  not  missing.” 
After  receiving  a master’s  degree  in  com- 
munity organization  and  planning,  she 
went  on  to  receive  a M.P.H.  in  health 
administration  and  policy,  and  a doctor- 
ate in  public  health,  all  at  Columbia. 


Katherine  was  an  adjunct  faculty  mem- 
ber in  public  health,  health  policy  and 
planning  at  Columbia  for  about  five 
years,  and  is  currently  an  adjunct  at  the 
New  York  Medical  College.  Over  a career 
spanning  25  years,  Katherine  has  been 
involved  in  many  areas  of  medical 
research  with  a special  interest  in  design- 
ing, developing,  and  cross-culturally 
translating  health-related  quality  of  life 
measures.  She  has  published  extensively. 
Her  son  Daniel  Noah  Bertaccini  gradu- 
ates from  Vassar  this  year;  her  older  son  is 
Joshua  Aaron  Bertaccini. 

Catherine  Blank  Mermelstein 
8 Patriot  Court 
East  Brunswick,  NJ  08816-3235 
mermelspot@aol.com 


Candace  Howes,  who  teaches  econom- 
ics at  Connecticut  College,  recently 
received  a half-million  dollar  grant  from 


ALUMNA  PROFILE:  ELLEN  RIPSTEIN  '73 

Who  Wants  to  Be  a Game  Show  Researcher? 


Ellen  Ripstein  ’73  always  loved  play- 
ing games.  After  starting  to  do  cross- 
words when  she  was  6,  she’s  since 
become  an  award-winning  pro. 

At  Barnard  Ripstein  sharpened  her 
analytical  skills  by  majoring  in  statis- 
tics— a major  that  she  created.  Her 
sophomore  year  she  was  joined  by  her 
younger  sister,  Linda  Ripstein  Dresnick 
’74.  After  graduation,  she  earned  a mas- 
ter’s degree  from  the  Harvard  School  of 
Public  Health  and  put  her  statistics 
expertise  to  use  as  an  actuary. 

Her  big  break  came  in  1 999  when 
a friend  who  worked  at  a trivia  Web 
site  recommended  her  to  ABC  for  an 
Internet  version  of  a new  game  the 
network  was  developing.  The  game — 
“Who  Wants  to  Be  a Millionaire?” — 
was  a hit,  and  what  had  started  as  a 
two-week  job  turned  into  a new  career 
for  Ripstein.  Now  she’s  the  senior 
researcher  for  both  the  Regis  Philbin 
primetime  edition  and  the  Meredith 


Vieira  syndicated  show. 

Ripstein  became  a media  darling 
after  she  won  the  annual  American 
Crossword  Puzzle  Tournament  (consid- 
ered the  World  Series  of  crossword 
competitions)  in  March  2001  and 
appeared  on  “Good  Morning 
America”  and  “CBS  News  Sunday 
Morning.”  On  “CBS  News  Sunday 
Morning,”  host  Charles  Osgood  pro- 
claimed that  crosswords  had  become 
downright  exciting — a sentiment  that 
reached  thousands  who  viewed  the 
episode  when  it  was  rebroadcast  over 
the  summer  and  shown  on  airplanes. 

Before  she  joined  the  game-show 
world,  Ripstein  often  wrote  to  editors  to 
point  out  mistakes  she  discovered  in 
crossword  puzzles.  Impressed  with  her 
accuracy,  Will  Shortz,  crossword  editor 
of  The  New  York  Times , hired  her  to  test 
and  fix  mistakes  in  the  paper’s  puzzles. 
She  says  she’s  “the  final  pair  of  eyes” 
before  the  puzzles  are  published. 


In  addition,  she  edits  books  and 
proofreads  the  Sunday  crossword  puzzle 
for  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

Ripstein,  who  recently  became  a 
mentor  to  a Barnard  sophomore,  con- 
siders herself  fortunate.  “I’ve  made  my 
hobby  my  profession.  Most  people  don’t 
accomplish  that!” 

— Lynn  Kestin  Sessler  ’ 84 
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the  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation  to 
research  the  impact  of  compensation 
packages  on  recruitment  and  retention  of 
frontline  workers  in  long-term  homecare. 

Judith  We  is  man  still  practices  medi- 
cine in  Plattsburgh,  N.Y,  where  she’s  treas- 
urer and  vice  president-elect  of  the  med- 
ical staff.  Her  son  Gabriel  is  a freshman  at 
the  University  of  Rochester,  while  son 
Dana  is  in  seventh  grade.  She  still  takes 
the  occasional  walk  on  the  wild  side.  Judith 
tried  out  for  'Jeopardy”  last  summer,  and 
taped  the  show  in  December. 

Diana  Muir  Appelbaum 
100  Berkshire  Road 
Newton,  MA  02460-2404 
dianamuir@aol.com 


We  have  a lot  of  news!  Thanks  for  all  of 
your  input.  I love  it,  and  keep  it  coming! 

Sharon  Banks  Barnett  recently 
sold  her  first  U.S.  patent  (and  foreign 
patent  applications)  to  a Fortune  500 
company.  Sharon’s  company,  Duncan 
Technology  Solutions  LLC,  was  formed 
in  2003.  Although  she  has  changed 
addresses,  Sharon  is  still  residing  in  Silver 


Spring,  Md.  Congratulations,  and  thanks 
for  writing,  Sharon! 

Resa  Schleifer  Fogel,  M.D.,  writes 
that  she  continues  to  live  with  her  hus- 
band, Yossi  Fogel,  D.D.S.,  and  three 
daughters  (ninth,  seventh,  and  third 
graders)  in  Clifton,  N.J.  Resa  is  a psychol- 
ogist at  Hackensack  University  Medical 
Center  Institute  for  Child  Development, 
where  she’s  training  future  psychologists. 
She  takes  pride  in  her  Barnard  education 
and  instills  in  her  daughters  the  value  of 
women  aspiring  to  anything  they  choose. 
She  has  joined  the  board  of  the  newly 
formed  Barnard  Club  of  Northern  New 
Jersey  with  a specific  interest  in  career 
development  and  events  planning. 

Patricia  Tinto  writes  that  Rena 
Epstein  has  moved  with  her  family  to 
West  Hartford,  Conn.,  from  Allentown,  Pa. 

News  from  the  West  Coast:  The 
Barnard  Club  of  Seattle  remains  active 
and  has  great  fun.  The  annual  barbecue 
was  held  in  September,  the  book  discus- 
sion group  continues,  and  once  again  a 
winter  party  was  held  at  an  alumna’s 
wonderful  home  on  Bainbridge  Island. 

Last  June,  Helene  Gayle,  M.D., 
spoke  to  the  club  about  her  commitment 
to  the  field  of  public  health,  in  which  she 
holds  a distinguished  place.  As  the  direc- 
tor of  the  HIY  TB,  and  reproductive 
health  program  for  the  Bill  and  Melinda 
Gates  Foundation,  she’s  responsible  for 
research,  programs,  and  policies  related 
to  these  areas. 

1 took  my  eldest  daughter,  Lillian,  to 
New  York  to  see  Barnard  in  February, 
and  we  loved  it.  This  month  I’m  taking 
my  son,  Reid  (10th  grade),  to  see 
Columbia  College,  as  he  shows  great 
interest  in  it  and  I’d  love  for  him  to  enjoy 
some  of  the  wonderful  opportunities  I 
had  there.  I’ll  show  him  all  our  old  college 
haunts,  but  I hear  the  freshman  boys’ 
dorm  has  changed  (what,  no  Harmon 
Hall?). 

Patricia  Donovan  Petersen 
1931  Lakehurst  Drive  SE 
Olympia,  WA  98501-4270 
patpetersn@aol.com 


I’m  writing  this  column  on  a cold,  cold  day 
in  late  January;  looking  at  my  window  at  a 
good  deal  of  snow.  I hope  it’s  warmed  up 
considerably  by  the  time  you  read  this. 

Theresa  Racht  e-mailed  me  with  all 
the  big  changes  in  her  life.  In  August 
2003,  she  left  the  firm  she  had  been  at 
since  law  school  (and  where  she’d  been  a 
partner  since  1992)  to  join  Rosenberg  & 
Estis,  P.C.,  one  of  the  pre-eminent  real 


estate  firms  in  New  York.  Theresa  is  a 
partner  in  their  real  estate  transactions 
group.  She  writes  that  while  she’ll  “still  be 
representing  cooperatives  and  condomini- 
ums as  general  counsel,  I also  have  the 
opportunity  to  expand  my  expertise  in 
contracts,  leasing,  and  commercial  finance 
by  working  on  other  types  of  large  real 
estate  transactions.”  Theresa  also  notes 
that  she  moved  out  of  the  apartment  she’d 
lived  in  since  1987 — next  door  to 
Plimpton  on  West  121st  Street — and 
moved  to  an  apartment  “below  110th 
Street!”  The  move  also  means  lots  of  time 
spent  setding  in,  getting  some  work  done, 
getting  the  place  painted,  and  of  course 
“facing  the  monumental  task  of  unpack- 
ing all  the  cartons  of  books.”  As  if  all  that 
wasn’t  enough,  Theresa  has  also  started 
designing  counted  cross-stitch  patterns 
with  her  partners  in  Arachne’s  Silken 
Web,  goes  to  the  theater  and  opera  often, 
and  takes  “wonderful  trips  to  exotic  places 
as  often  as  possible.” 

Change  is  also  in  the  air  for  Nina 
CharnofF,  a pediatric  anesthesiologist  at 
Mayo  Medical  Center  in  Rochester, 
Minn.  She  and  her  family  are  planning  to 
move  to  Durham,  N.C.,  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year,  after  her  oldest  daughter, 
Laura,  graduates  from  high  school. 
Nina’s  husband  w'ill  be  joining  the  cardi- 
ology department  at  Duke  University. 

On  a personal  note,  my  husband, 
David  (CC  ’77),  and  I faced  a few  family 
changes  when  our  son,  Colin,  became  a 
bar  mitzvah  in  November  2003.  He  did  1 
a wonderful  job,  and  we  were  very  happy 
that  among  the  family  and  friends  join- 
ing us  from  far  away  were  Ruth 
Leibowitz  and  Florrie  Brafman.  In 
addition,  my'  young  adult  biography 
Gloria  Sleinem  was  recently  published.  It’s 
part  of  the  series  “trailblazers  of  the 
modern  world”  and  can  be  found  prima- 
rily in  libraries  and  schools. 

Jacqueline  Laks  Gorman 
1 1 1 Regal  Drive 
De  Kalb,  IL  60115 
jgorman7@juno.com 


Have  I run  out  of  25th  Reunion  news  so 
soon?  I thought  I’d  be  milking  that  for 
years  to  come! 

At  least  Lucia  Vail  took  pity  and  sent 
in  something  fresh.  She’s  finally  finished 
her  Ph.D.  in  clinical  psychology.  She 
writes:  “Probably'  the  other  Ph.D.s  in  our 
class  completed  theirs  about  20  years  ago. 
Oh,  well,  maybe  some  of  us  just  don’t 
type  as  fast  as  others.” 

Lucia  is  completing  a postdoctoral 
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fellowship  in  the  ADHD  (Attention 
Deficit  Hyperactivity  Disorder)  Center  at 
Mount  Sinai  School  of  Medicine.  “My 
son,  Jesse,  is  a senior  in  high  school,  and 
my  daughter,  Willa,  is  in  10th  grade  at 
Friends  Seminary  in  New  York.” 

Prompted  by  seeing  a family  friend’s 
daughter  reluctandy  choose  a different  col- 
lege because  of  financial  difficulty,  Lucia 
has  put  Barnard  in  her  will.  But  since  she 
plans  to  be  with  us  a long  time,  she  urges 
classmates  “to  be  as  generous  financially  to 
Barnard  as  it  was  to  us  intellectually.” 

Rebecca  Seltzer  has  chucked  law  to 
do  something  far  more  interesting  (at  least 
according  to  my  two  cats  and  my  par- 
rot)— she  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a pet 
boutique  on  the  Upper  West  Side.  Red 
Rover  International  on  West  85th  Street. 
Her  motto:  “A  pet  boutique  for  dogs  and 
cats  and  the  people  who  love  them!” 
Hmmm,  now  my  parrot  is  having  second 
thoughts  about  this  venture. 

Pamela  Karasik  is  looking  forward 
to  her  daughter  Hannah’s  bat  mitzvah  in 
October. 


The  Silvermine  Galleries  in  New 
Canaan,  Conn.,  now  feature  the  ceramic 
works  of  Frances  Miller  Palmer.  You 
can  view  some  of  it  in  the  April  2004 
issues  of  Better  Homes  and  Gardens , Country 
Home , and  House  and  Garden,  or  you  can 
see  it  in  the  living  rooms  of  Nora  Ephron, 
Jasper  Johns,  Alexander  Julian,  Martha 
Stewart  '63,  and  Pilar  Vilades,  should  you 
happen  to  be  friends  of  theirs. 

My  choice  now  is  to  pad  out  this  col- 
umn with  even  more  details  about  moi, 
but  instead,  I’ll  make  a plea  ...  more 
alum  news  items,  please!  Don’t  put  a poor 
class  correspondent  out  of  business! 

Jami  Bernard 
148  W.  23rd  St.,  Apt.  1-D 
New  York,  NY  10011-2435 
jamibern@aol.com 


25TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Our  class  mourns  the  loss  of  Laurel 
Ostrach,  who  died  in  September  2003. 
She  is  survived  by  her  two  brothers. 


ALUMNA  PROFILE:  ELISA  BARNES  '74 

Gunning  for  Better  Gun  Control 


Going  after  gun  manufacturers — in 
a class  action  suit  that  considers 
them  liable  for  selling  guns  in  a 
way  that  makes  it  easy  for  criminals  to 
obtain  them — takes  a certain  amount 
of  imagination  and  audacity  (or  chutz- 
pah, if  you  like). 

Neither  is  in  short  supply  for  Elisa 
Barnes  ’74,  who  represented  seven 
plaintiffs  in  a trial  against  nine  gun  man- 
ufacturers and  won  a landmark  $3.9 
million  verdict  in  1999. 

As  a solo  practitioner  who’d  previ- 
ously tackled  civil  rights  and  women’s 
health  issues,  Barnes  applied  similar  tac- 
tics to  this  case.  Even  though  the  verdict 
was  later  overturned  on  appeal,  Barnes 
has  no  regrets. 

“African-Americans  are  dispropor- 
tionately harmed  by  gun  violence,”  she 
says.  Barnes  subsequendy  became  the 
lead  attorney  for  the  National 


Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Colored  People  (NAACP)  in  its  lawsuit 
against  gun  makers  that  went  to  trial  last 
year.  The  judge  found  the  defendants 
liable  but  ruled  that  the  NAACP  didn’t 
have  legal  standing  to  take  the  case. 
Barnes  is  heartened  that  New  York’s 
Office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  has 
picked  up  the  gauntlet  and  is  pursuing 
the  case. 

Married  to  Alan  Bell  (CC  ’73),  who 
develops  affordable  housing  in  New 
York,  and  the  mother  of  three,  Barnes 
recalls  that  becoming  a lawyer  wasn't  in 
her  game  plan  when  she  graduated 
from  Barnard  with  an  English  degree. 

After  college,  she  interviewed  men- 
tal patients  for  the  Massachusetts 
department  of  mental  health  and  ran 
job-training  programs  for  the  city  of 
New  York.  At  28,  she  entered  Rutgers 
Law'  School  and  began  her  law  career 


Condolences  also  to  Diane  Stein  on 
the  loss  of  her  father,  who  w'orked  in 
OSHA  as  a pioneering  industrial  hygien- 
ist for  many  years.  I’m  sure  the  entire 
class  joins  me  in  wishing  her  the  best  and 
sending  our  love. 

Jessica  Greenbaum  may  not  be 

able  to  attend  reunion,  but  sends  her 
regards. 

Melissa  Knox-Raab  is  still  in 
Germany,  having  completed  her  manu- 
script about  moms  over  40.  True  to  her 
written  word,  she’s  pregnant  again,  ready 
to  give  birth  at  47.  But  alas,  will  not  be 
able  to  attend  reunion,  as  her  due  date  is 
also  in  June. 

Irene  Fish  Gottesman  is  preparing 
for  her  daughter’s  bat  mitzvah  and  says 
her  son  is  enjoying  his  freshman  year  at 
NYU. 

Cynthia  Hoffman,  a professional 
sculptor,  sent  me  wonderful  photos  of  her 
work.  Cynthia  is  glad  to  finally  have  her 
divorce  and  has  just  finished  a show  of 
her  sculpture  at  the  Byrne  Gallery  in 
Middleburg,  Va.  It  was  a two-man  show 


at  Wilkie,  Farr  & Gallagher,  a presti- 
gious firm.  She  lasted  a year  in  corpo- 
rate litigation  before  she  switched  to 
Gair,  Gair,  Conason,  Steigman  & 
Mackauf,  a small  personal-injury  firm 
where  she  learned  how  to  be  a litigator, 
focusing  on  the  human  story  of  the 
“person  who’s  been  injured.” 

— Merri  Rosenberg  ’78 
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of  her  work  and  a retrospective  of  her 
father’s  work.  Cynthia  is  also  a massage 
therapist. 

Sarah  Rose  Werner  sends  thought- 
ful greetings  and  warm  regards  from 
north  Canada.  She  voted  in  her  first 
Canadian  election  in  June  2003  and  was 
the  official  agent  for  the  New  Democratic 
Party  (NDP)  candidate  in  her  electoral  dis- 
trict. In  September,  she  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  her  district’s  NDP  association.  “In 
December,”  she  writes,  “I  decided  it  was 
time  to  ‘cut  the  cord’  and  went  down  to 
the  U.S.  Consulate  General  in  Halifax  to 
have  my  U.S.  citizenship  revoked.  I'm  now 
waiting  for  the  final  piece  of  paperwork 
from  the  State  Department.”  Sarah  also 
participated  in  an  “anti-homophobia 
vigil”  that  resulted  in  her  being  on  TV 
and  in  her  local  paper.  Besides  being  the 
treasurer  for  her  local  Pride  group  she  is 
also  the  local  contact  for  Canadians  for 
Equal  Marriage  (www.equal-marriage.ca). 
In  her  spare  time,  she  works  on  family 
genealogy. 

Congratulations  to  Margo  Berch 
Matzdorf,  who  wrote  that  she  proposed 
to  her  boyfriend  on  Columbus  Day.  He 
accepted  and  they’ll  be  married  on  May 
30  in  Troy,  N.Y.  She  promises  that  she’ll 
try  to  bring  wedding  photos  to  reunion. 
Margo  also  serves  as  co-leader  of  her 
daughter's  Brownie  troop. 

Ilise  Levy  Feitshans 
120  Warwick  Road 
Haddonfield,  NJ  08033-3707 
856-428-0605;  fax:  856-428-4198 
ilise@prodigy.net 


Amber  Spence  Zeidler 
4601  Vista  de  Oro  Ave. 


Woodland  Hills,  CA  91364-5604 
818-704-7457 
misatindol@aol.com 


Life  just  keeps  moving  forward  in  great 
ways.  Laura  Helfman  got  married  on 
April  16  in  her  Tennessee  house  over- 
looking a beautiful  lake.  Her  dad  also 
threw  her  a party  in  Westchester. 

Lynn  Goldstein  Koshner  was 
elected  president  of  the  St.  Louis 
Rabbinical  Association  last  year.  She’s 
working  with  a new  congregation,  Kol 
Haneshama,  which  means  “voice  of  the 
soul,”  and  is  an  adjunct  professor  at 
Lontbonne  University. 

Lisa  Rodke  is  living  in  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  and  teaching  early  childhood 
development  and  psychology  at  two  com- 
munity colleges.  She  just  taught  a full  load 


of  five  classes  for  the  first  time  this  semes- 
ter and  hopes  in  the  future  she  can  do  it 
at  one  school — with  health  benefits!  She 
honored  her  niece’s  graduation  from 
West  Point  with  a trip  into  New  York, 
where  she  showed  her  younger  brother 
around  the  LIpper  West  Side,  hoping  her 
other  niece  (his  daughter)  might  go  to 
Barnard. 

Elizabeth  Burns  writes  from  St. 
Louis  Park,  Minn.,  that  the  paperback 
version  of  her  novel.  Tilt , will  be  pub- 
lished by  Berkley  in  May.  The  book  is 
dedicated  to  Jamile  Mendlovitz  ’83. 
Elizabeth's  younger  daughter  is  going  to  a 
Spanish  immersion  school.  She’s  only  in 
second  grade,  but  is  already  fluent.  Her 
older  daughter,  Cecilia,  is  living  in  a near- 
by group  home. 

Judi  Lamble  also  writes  from 
Minnesota — Edina — that  life  in  the 
Upper  Midwest  is  great.  She’s  moved  up 
the  in-house  counsel  ranks  with  her 
employer.  The  St.  Paul  Companies,  while 
her  husband  has  a chair  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota,  where  he  teaches  finance. 
Their  older  daughter  started  Hebrew 
school  and  studies  on  the  flute  this  year, 
while  their  younger  daughter  lost  her  first 
tooth  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 

Our  famous  singer/songwriter  class- 
mate. Suzanne  Vega,  came  out  with  a 
retrospective  CD  this  year  and  one  song, 
"Tombstone,”  on  a compilation  for 
Disney’s  soundtrack  for  “Haunted 
Mansion.” 

I’m  writing  these  updates  while  on  a 
meditation  retreat  in  the  Catskills,  which 
will  be  followed  by  a whirlwind  week  in 
the  city  and  the  Hamptons  seeing  friends, 
family,  and  healing  clients  before  I head 
back  to  Los  Angeles.  I’ll  be  doing  several 
speaking  engagements  at  the  Learning 
Annex  in  L.A.  this  spring.  Life  in  L.A.  is 
wonderful  and  busy,  from  shamanic  gath- 
erings in  Temescal  Canyon  to  movies  on 
the  Promenade  in  Santa  Monica. 

Diane  Goldner 
1037  Bay  St.,  Apt.  1 
Santa  Monica,  CA  90405 
310-365-5865 
dianegoldner@msn.com 


Writers,  physicians,  mothers,  and  more! 

After  Barnard,  Laura  Ammann 
Novak  attended  Columbia  University 
Graduate  School  of  Journalism  and  sub- 
sequently worked  as  a television  and 
radio  reporter.  Lor  the  past  few  years  she 
has  been  a freelance  writer/ reporter, 
with  The  New  York  Times  and  National 
Public  Radio  among  her  credits.  She 


lives  in  Oakland  Hills,  Calif.,  with  her 
husband,  Mark  Stech  Novak,  and  son, 
Max,  8.  Mark  is  a “fancy  kitchen  design- 
er” who  has  worked  with  some  of  the 
world’s  best  chefs.  After  Max  was  born 
with  a tracheo/ esophageal  problem  ulti- 
mately requiring  1 3 surgeries,  Laura  put 
her  writing  skills  to  work  on  behalf  of  a 
Chicago  foundation  dedicated  to  the 
same  birth  defect  and  turned  their  small 
newsletter  into  a 50-page  quarterly  jour- 
nal. Laura  reports  that  “fabulous,  bril- 
liant, funny”  Max  now  attends  a school 
for  gifted  children,  and  that  she  has 
focused  her  writing  on  pediatric  medical 
stories. 

Laura  belongs  to  a local  Barnard 
book  group  “with  wonderful  women  of 
all  ages,”  and  keeps  in  touch  with 
Vanessa  Baran,  Marsha  Saffian  Meyer 
’8 1 , and  Lisa  Macagnone  Young  ’8 1 . 

Eileen  McManus  is  putting  her 
master’s  in  rehabilitation  counseling  from 
Hunter  College  to  work  as  a peer  coun- 
selor for  PEGS,  the  largest  private  not- 
for-profit  health  and  human  services 
organization.  She  spent  the  summer  of 
2003  in  .Alaska  and  saw  “a  lot  of  bears 
and  reindeer”  (Barnard  bears?). 

After  seven  years  as  copy  desk  chief 
at  the  Daily  News,  Beverly  (Bev) 
Weintraub  has  joined  its  editorial 
board.  Instead  of  “writing  funny  head- 
lines and  racing  the  clock  to  make  dead- 
line,” she’s  now  interviewing  newsmak- 
ers and  writing  editorials.  Since  she  has 
been  working  nights  since  1985,  this  is  a 
huge  change,  as  she  now  gets  home 
from  work  at  dinnertime  instead  of  at 
midnight! 

Marina  Rabinovich  also  has  a new 
'position:  She  changed  law  firms  and  is 
now  a partner  with  the  New  York  office  of 
Schiff  Harden  & Waite. 

After  15  years  in  corporate  finance  at 
Citigroup,  Rachel  Heisler  now  has  her 
own  company,  Tudor  Healthcare  Group, 
which  specializes  in  the  international 
recruitment  of  nurses.  Rachel  lives  in 
Scarsdale,  N.Y,  with  her  husband,  Joel 
Sheinfeld,  a urologist  at  Memorial  Sloan 
Kettering  Cancer  Center.  Their  oldest 
daughter,  Gabrielle,  is  a sophomore  at 
Goucher  College;  their  son,  Nathan,  is  a 
freshman  in  high  school;  and  their 
younger  daughter,  Shoshana,  is  in  the 
fifth  grade.  Rachel  says  that  having  a 
daughter  in  college  is  “a  vivid  reminder” 
of  all  her  experiences  at  Barnard. 

Deborah  Margolis,  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  education  at  Merrimack 
College,  was  named  the  first  Catherine 
McCarthy  Memorial  Scholar  in  Jewish- 
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Christian  relations  for  her  research  on  the 
experiences  of  non-Christian  children  at 
Christmas  time.  Deborah  received  her 
Ed.M.  in  counseling  and  consulting  psy- 
chology from  Harvard  and  her  Ph.D.  in 
developmental  and  educational  psycholo- 
gy from  Boston  College. 

Pammy  Yue  Eddinger  and  her 
husband,  James  Eddinger  (CC  ’81),  just 
celebrated  the  third  birthday  of  their  son, 
Nicholas. 

Maria  Pignataro  Nielsen 
9 East  Rogues  Path 
Huntington  Station,  NY  11746-1909 
631-351-1960 
class  listserv:  bc82@barnard.edu 


First  of  all,  I beg  the  forgiveness  of  all  of 
you  who  were  with  me  at  our  20th  reunion 
and  whom  I neglected  to  mention  in  my 
previous  column.  I was  writing  on  dead- 
line, and  of  course  couldn’t  find  all  of  the 
notes  Fd  jotted  down,  business  cards  I had 
accumulated,  and  odier  papers  I’d  collect- 
ed. Basically,  I had  to  invent  everything  for 
the  last  column  from  memory  and  imagi- 
nation (NOT!),  but  fear  not — I’ve  found 
the  notes,  so  here  goes: 

Margaret  (Maggy)  Morrison  and 
I took  the  opportunity  to  stroll  around  the 


Columbia  campus,  visiting  old  sites  (Low 
Library^  steps)  and  new  (the  glass-enclosed 
atrium).  Maggy  and  I crashed  the 
Columbia  reunion  sign-in,  checking  out 
the  list  of  attendees  from  the  Columbia 
Class  of  1983.  With  a few  choice  com- 
ments about  some  of  those  guys  (“I 
remember  when  he  ...”),  we  managed  to 
make  the  Columbia  reunion  student 
helpers  blush  and  stammer  (I  wouldn’t 
have  thought  things  had  changed  THAT 
much  over  20  years!),  which  made  the 
enterprise  entirely  worthwhile. 

Pamela  Wexler  still  has  a great 
smile  that  lights  up  her  entire  face.  Jean. 
Greenberg  flew  in  from  Chicago, 
where  she’s  an  associate  professor  of 
molecular  genetics  and  cell  biology  at  the 
University  of  Chicago.  Suzanne  Stein 
and  her  husband,  Daniel  Dodd  Miller 
(CC  ’80),  a cellist,  have  a daughter, 
Nettie,  8.  Suzy  is  the  director  of  program 
development  at  the  Robert  J.  Milano 
Graduate  School  of  Management  and 
Urban  Policy.  Judy  Stein  is  teaching  at 
The  Brearley  School.  We  owe  a debt  of 
gratitude  to  our  class  president,  Nancy 
Rieger,  for  all  of  the  hard  work  she  put 
into  organizing  our  reunion. 

Our  condolences  go  to  Jean  P. 
Rosenbluth,  who  recently  lost  her 
father,  Marshall  N.  Rosenbluth,  described 
in  The  New  York  Times  as  an  “H-Bomb 
developer  who  sought  peaceful  uses  for 
fusion.”  We  share  in  her  loss. 

Notice  of  the  death  of  Riflca 
Rosenwein  after  a valiant  batde  against 
a rare  form  of  appendix  cancer  appeared 
in  the  previous  column.  I've  since  been 
contacted  by  numerous  people  who 
wished  to  share  their  memories  of  her. 
She  was  buried  in  Israel  on  Nov.  20  and 
many  of  our  classmates  managed  to 
attend.  Rifka,  a business  journalist  who 
also  wrote  a monthly  column  for  The 
Jewish  Week,  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Barry  Lichtenberg,  and  three  children. 
Over  the  last  two  years,  Rifka  wrote  many 
columns  chronicling  her  struggle  with 
cancer,  sharing  her  fears  and  triumphs 
with  all.  Before  the  High  Holy  Days  last 
year,  she  wrote,  “Though  I have  asked 
God  repeatedly  ‘Why  me?’  I understand 
that  the  real  question  is  ‘Why  not  me?’ 
Tragedy  strikes  so  many  people,  more 
meritorious  than  I,  so  why  not  me?” 

A special  person  who  touched  the  lives 
of  so  many,  Rifka  will  be  sorely  missed  by 
all  who  knew  her.  May  her  family  find 
comfort  in  her  memory,  and  may  her 
memory  be  for  a blessing. 

Jamie  Miller  Nathan 
P.O.  Box  2337 
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47  Reuven  St. 
Beit  Shemesh,  Israel  99544 
lashone_hara@hotmail.com 
jamie83@alum.barnard.edu 

REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Mark  your  calendars  for  our  reunion! 
Recendy  many  of  you  have  written  us.  As 
space  permits,  we’ll  include  updates  here 
and  in  future  columns! 

Marla  Cohen  is  the  features  manag- 
er at  Woman’s  World,  where  she’s  worked 
for  four  years.  She  was  New  City  Jewish 
Center’s  Kallah  Bereshit  this  year.  Her 
children  Nathan,  9,  and  Lily,  7,  attend 
Reuben  Gittleman  Hebrew  Day  School 
in  New  City,  N.Y. 

Lisa  Reitman  Dobi’s  play,  “Tell  Me 
About  It,”  opens  May  6 at  the  Vail- 
Leavitt  Music  Hall  in  Riverhead,  N.Y. 
She’s  a columnist  for  Duckseason.org, 
and  since  Second  Generation  Voices  was  pub- 
lished, she’s  lectured  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  to  Holocaust  survivors  and 
their  children.  She  lives  in  Southampton, 
N.Y,  with  her  daughters  Danielle,  15, 
and  Emily,  12. 

Rebecca  Jean  Emigh  lives  in  Los 
Angeles,  with  her  husband,  Steve 
McGinty  (CC  ’82),  and  their  daughter, 
Vashti  Emigh.  They  celebrated  their  20th 
wedding  anniversary  last  August.  She’s  a 
tenured  associate  professor  of  sociology 
at  UCLA  and  is  currently  on  sabbatical  to 
finish  two  books.  She  plays  oboe,  sings  in 
the  choir  with  her  daughter,  and  runs 
with  her  husband. 

Leslie  Greenbaum  Fram  moved 
to  Los  Angeles  with  her  husband,  Jon, 
and  her  son,  Stanford,  2.  They  love  it 
there  despite  the  competition  involved  in 
applying  to  preschools.  She  is  conducting 
seminars  on  her  book,  How  to  Marry  a 
Divorced  Man,  published  in  paperback  in 
February. 

Angela  Babin  plays  guitar  in  a “real- 
ly fun  band,”  Housewives  on  Prozac.  The 
band  is  featured  in  the  March  issue  of 
Ladies’  Home  Journal.  Her  daughter  “loves 
to  dance  to  the  songs.” 

Rachel  Bressel  Eisen  lives  in 
Jerusalem  with  her  husband,  Andrew,  and 
their  four  sons,  Noam,  1 3,  Uriel,  1 1 , 
Yaniv,  7,  and  Elisha,  3.  She’s  focused 
much  of  the  last  13  years  on  family, 
danced  through  her  pregnancies,  and  is 
now  performing  classical  and  modern 
dance  with  The  Jerusalem  Dance 
Theater.  She  often  sees  Ruth  Borison 
Shaked  and  Abigail  Schachter  Fink, 
who’s  busy  with  her  three  boys. 

Karen  Panton  Walking  Eagle  just 


Spring  2004  Barnard  55 


passed  the  Maryland  bar  exam! 

Bea  Krain  Drechsler  is  married 
and  lives  in  Westchester,  N.Y.,  with  her 
children,  Alex,  10,  and  Laura,  5.  She 
practices  law  in  Manhattan  at  Kaye 
Scholer. 

Debbie  Maisel  lives  with  her  hus- 
band, Tom  Echikson,  and  their  sons, 
Daniel,  8,  and  Alex,  5,  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  where  she  works  as  a litigator  for 
the  SEC. 

Sara  Frim  Forman  is  a physician 
specializing  in  adolescent  medicine  at 
Children’s  Hospital  Boston.  She  and  her 
husband  of  16  years,  Russ  Forman,  find 
life  with  their  children,  Sam,  12,  and 
Jossie,  9,  “very  busy  and  exhausting." 

Amy  Morishima  McLeod  loves 
being  a partner  in  a growing  internal 
medicine  and  pediatrics  practice.  Her 
husband.  Bill,  is  a semiconductor  process 
engineer,  and  their  daughter,  Mary,  is  20 
months  old  and  confident. 

Three  years  ago,  Barbara  Sibley 
opened  La  Palapa  C.ocina  Mexicana  on 
St.  Mark’s  Place  in  New  York’s  East 
Village.  In  September  she  opened  La 
Palapa  Rockola  in  the  West  Village.  She 
and  her  husband,  Sadik,  were  thrilled  to 
recently  welcome  son  Alexander  James 
Sibley-Grice  into  the  world. 

Alden  Tullis  O’Brien,  her  daugh- 
ters Lydia,  10,  and  Celia,  8,  and  her  hus- 
band, Tom,  are  living  on  Capitol  Hill  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Alden  works  part-time 
as  a curator  of  costume  and  textiles  at  the 
DAR  Museum.  She  volunteers  for  her 
daughters’  school  and  also  as  a Girl  Scout 
leader  and  Sunday  school  teacher. 

Monica  Stordeur  writes  for  the 
development  office  of,  and  lives  at  Shree 
Muktananda  Ashram,  a spiritual  retreat 
in  upstate  New  York.  There,  she  deep- 
ens her  meditation  practice,  studies 
Indian  scriptures,  and  reconnects  with 
nature. 

Linda  Hubbard  Krusen  remarks 
this  has  been  a year  of  “great  joy  and  sor- 
row. It  began  with  the  tragic  death  of  my 
best  friend,  Diana  Lemchak 

Clugston,  in  January  2003.  We  had 
remained  friends  since  being  Barnard 
freshmen.”  In  March,  Linda  had  her  sec- 
ond child,  Sophia  Joy.  “Whenever  I need 
a lift,  I just  look  to  my  husband,  Al,  son 
Andrew,  or  baby  daughter  to  remind  me 
of  life’s  possibilities  and  blessings.” 

We  share  our  sympathies  with  friends 
and  family  of  Ellen  O’Neil  Henry, 
whose  father  wrote  that,  “Ellen’s  three 
years  at  Barnard  meant  a lot  to  her.”  She 
passed  away  in  April  2002  and  is  survived 
by  her  husband  and  son,  and  was  pre- 


deceased by  an  infant  daughter. 

Suzanne  Seferian 
5 Columbia  Ave. 
Hopewell,  NJ  08525-2002 
suzamuse@alum.barnard.edu 


Lynn  Kestin  Sessler 
43  Dale  Drive 
Edison,  NJ  08820-2225 
lkestin@optonline.net 


In  May  2003,  writer-producer-journalist 
Sharon  D.  Johnson  moderated  a panel 
on  the  “African-American  Screenwriter- 
Authors”  in  Los  Angeles.  Sharon  has 
been  producing  and  conducting  inter- 
views for  over  a decade,  interviewing  such 
diverse  notable  personalities  as  Tina 
Andrews,  Stephen  Bochco,  Antwone 
Fisher,  Ray  Liotta,  Yolanda  King,  and 
alumna  Joan  Rivers.  Her  television  writ- 
ing includes  staff  positions  on  network 
series  “Buddies”  (ABC),  “Goode 
Behavior”  (UPN),  and  “The  Sinbad 
Show”  (Fox).  She  is  also  a widely  pub- 
lished journalist  {Emmy,  Essence,  Los  Angeles 
Times,  and  Written  By,  among  others).  She 
chaired  the  committee  of  black  writers  of 
the  Writers  Guild  of  America,  west,  from 
1999  to  2003  and  holds  a master’s  degree 
in  media  studies  from  the  New  School  for 
Social  Research  (now  New  School 
University). 

Congratulations  to  Bernice  Clark 
on  her  marriage  in  September  to 
Anthony  Brian  Bonnett  in  New  York. 
Bernice  is  a vice  president  for  marketing 
planning  at  Marshall  Field’s  department 
store  in  Minneapolis. 

Silvia  Coxe  Waltner,  her  husband, 
Nicholas,  and  their  three  children:  Olivia, 
5;  Alex,  3;  and  Maggie,  2,  moved  to 
Seattle  last  year  after  living  in  Tokyo  for 
five  years. 

As  reported  in  a previous  column, 
Marina  Metalios  married  Blair 
Bertaccini,  who  is  a labor  movement 
activist,  tri-athlete,  former  Peace  Corps 
volunteer,  scuba  dive  master,  and  western 
Connecticut  Central  Labor  Council 
President.  Classmates  Gopa 
Khandwala  and  Charlotte  Kratt 
Dean  attended  her  wedding,  as  did 
Leslie  Caiman,  Dennis  Dalton,  and  Peter 
Juviler — all  mentors  and  professors  of 
hers.  She  considers  herself  very  lucky. 

Maris  Fink  Liss 
22640  Twyckingham  Way 
Southfield,  Ml  48034 
248-945-9192 


marisjoy@comcast.net 


Ellen  Levitt  says  her  goals  are  largely  as 
they  always  were,  and  she’s  pretty  satisfied 
with  her  progress  so  far — get  married, 
have  children,  achieve  some  career  suc- 
cess, have  some  writing  published,  travel, 
and  earn  a black  belt  in  karate. 

Pamela  Carroll  Lamberson 
returned  to  work  as  assistant  general 
counsel  with  Wachov  ia  Bank  after  giving 
birth  to  Jack  Carroll  Lamberson,  9 
pounds,  12  ounces,  on  Aug.  15,  2003. 
Jack  joins  Emma,  2,  and  “is  a joy.  He  only 
cries  when  he’s  hungry  and  smiles  all 
day.”  Pamela  and  her  husband,  Kevin 
(CC  ’85),  live  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 

Pamela  reports  that  Elizabeth 
Sabatier  Phillips  started  law  school  at 
the  University  of  Texas  in  Austin  and  has 
her  hands  full  with  twins  Baylee  and 
Rogan,  2.  Pamela  also  tells  us  that 
Yolanda  Chavez  is  doing  well  and  tak- 
ing a trip  to  Italy.  “We  hope  to  get  togeth- 
er for  a vacation  and  catch  up,”  Pamela 
wiites.  “The  phone  doesn’t  do  justice  to  a 
15-year  friendship!” 

Liza  Chianelli  Bove  is  living  in 
upstate  New  York,  working  as  a mental 
health  clinic  coordinator  and  a therapist 
in  private  practice.  She  has  just  moved 
into  a new  home  with  lots  of  land.  She 
enjoys  horseback  riding,  shooting,  kayak- 
ing, and  doing  yoga,  “trying  to  stop  the 
world  from  spinning  so  fast!” 

Hannah  Wacholder  Katsman 
writes,  “We  have  a new  baby,  number  6, 
born  on  Jan.  30,  named  Tzivya  Sara.  So 
far  I highly  recommend  slx!  The  older 
children  enjoy  her  and  help  a lot,  and  my 
toddler  depends  on  them,  too.  I am  cur- 
rently at  home,  volunteering  for  La  Leche 
League,  and  represented  Israel  at  their 
international  conference  last  summer  in 
San  Francisco  as  part  of  the  leader 
accreditation  department.” 

Allison  Stewart 
171  Mount  Airy  Road  West 

Croton-on-Hudson,  NY  10520-3305 
allison.stewart@jpmorgan.com 


It  seems,  from  the  quantity  of  news  that 
nothing  seems  to  slow  us  down.  Here’s 
our  current  new's  . . . 

Tracey  Donner  wrote  that  she  gave 
birth  in  October  to  a son,  Jacob.  She  is 
married  to  Douglas  Finch,  M.D.,  and 
lives  in  New'  York.  Tracey  is  a full-time 
mother  and  has  her  own  public  relations 
business. 

Mavis  G.  Sanders  was  recognized 
as  an  “up  and  comer”  in  The  Johns  Hopkins 
Magazine.  Mavis  is  an  associate  professor 


56  Barnard  Spring  2004 


in  the  graduate  division  of  education  at 
the  School  of  Professional  Studies  in 
Business  and  Education  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  as  well  as  research  scientist  at 
Hopkins’  Center  for  Research  on  the 
Education  of  Children  Placed  at  Risk, 
After  Barnard,  she  earned  a master’s  in 
sociology  and  her  doctorate  in  education 
in  2002  from  Stanford  University.  She 
also  volunteered  in  the  Peace  Corps  in 
Papua  New  Guinea. 

Adele  James  wrote  that  she  and  her 
partner,  Nkeka,  recently  purchased  a 
home  in  Sacramento,  Calif.  In  January 
2003,  she  joined  the  staff  of  The 
California  Endowment,  the  state’s  largest 
health  foundation,  as  a program  officer  in 
their  Sacramento  office,  and  is  really 
enjoying  her  work.  Over  the  summer  she 
saw  Bernadette  Wroblak  in  New 
Jersey  for  their  20-year  high  school 
reunion.  About  a year  ago  she  ran  into 
Sarah  Feinbloom  and  had  a chance  to 
see  her  documentary,  “What  Do  You 
Believe?”  She  also  went  home  to 
Trinidad,  West  Indies,  over  the  summer 


to  visit  with  family  and  vacation. 

Laura  Tillinger  Benjamin  sent  a 
note  saying  that  she’d  recently  been  read- 
ing through  Barnard  with  her  daughter 
Yael,  who’ll  be  thinking  about  college 
soon — eeks!  Last  year  Laura  began 
recruiting  Barnard  students  to  work  in 
her  lab  at  Harvard  Medical  School  dur- 
ing the  summers.  She’s  trying  to  raise 
money  to  support  a larger  summer  pro- 
gram for  undergraduates  since  her  expe- 
riences working  during  college  were  so 
influential  in  her  career  choice.  She  finds 
biomedical  research  is  an  intellectually 
satisfying,  although  consuming,  career. 
Her  son  Noah  had  a proud  day  at  his  bar 
mitzvah.  Laura  is  busy  but  happy  raising 
Yael  and  Noah,  caring  for  two  dogs  and  a 
cat,  and  trying  to  find  enough  time  for 
her  husband,  John  Bennett.  They  were 
married  in  February  2002. 

Marian  Eide  wrote  that  she’s  cur- 
rendy  an  associate  professor  at  Texas 
A&M,  where  she  teaches  in  the  English 
department.  Last  year  she  published  her 
first  book,  Ethical  Joyce , with  Cambridge 


University  Press. 

As  the  media  development  director  for 
John  Wiley  & Sons,  Inc.,  I now  oversee 
groups  in  Colorado  Springs,  Hoboken, 
Indianapolis,  and  San  Francisco.  I was 
happy  to  speak  briefly  with  Mary  Sutter 
just  before  the  holidays  and  to  receive 
holiday  cards  from  Cathy  Mikelis 
Blake  and  Janet  Su  Resele-Tiden  ’88. 
Everyone  is  doing  well. 

Keep  the  news  coming  and  have  a 
great  spring. 

— DLD 
Debbie  Lynn  Davis 
42  Allen  Road 
Norwalk,  CT  06851-1719 
ddavis@wiley.com 

Signe  Taylor 
9 Florence  St.,  Apt.  3 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
signe@airs.com 


The  New  York  Times  reported  that  Nancy 
Yaffa  was  recently  betrothed  to  Dr. 


ALUMNA  PROFILE:  CHERYL  WILLS  '86 

Forensic  Psychiatrist  and  Expert  Witness 


Cheryl  Wills  ’86  always  enjoyed  math 
and  science,  but  was  also  intrigued 
by  the  possibility  of  a legal  career. 
She  liked  how  the  same  skills  needed  for 
scientific  research — collecting  informa- 
tion and  evaluating  evidence — were  also 
applicable  to  the  law. 

Thanks  in  part  to  winning  a full 
scholarship,  Wills  ended  up  opting  for 
medical  school  and  found  just  the  right 
specialty.  She  became  a forensic  psychi- 
atrist, a niche  in  psychiatry  that  involves 
providing  mental  health  services  and 
expertise  within  the  legal  system. 

This  Brooklyn  native,  one  of  four 
daughters  of  a woman  who  didn’t 
attend  high  school,  has  become  a leader 
in  her  field,  and  has  developed  a special 
expertise  working  with  young  female 
offenders  who’ve  suffered  from  trauma. 

Wills  has  worked  directly  and  as  an 
administrator  with  scores  of  juvenile 


offenders  who’ve  long  been  ignored  by 
mental  health  professionals  but  are  in 
severe  need  of  help.  “Post-Traumatic 
Stress  Disorder  occurs  at  a much  more 
rapid  rate  in  adolescent  females  than 
males,  and  females  are  twice  as  likely  as 
males  to  develop  the  disorder,  according 
to  my  recent  research,”  she  says. 

An  assistant  professor  of  psychiatry 


at  Tulane  University  School  of 
Medicine  in  New  Orleans,  Wills  is  also  a 
staff  psychiatrist  for  the  Eastern 
Louisiana  State  Mental  Health  System. 

She  travels  to  facilities  across 
Louisiana  to  work  with  teens  who’ve 
witnessed  violence  or  who’ve  suffered 
sexual  abuse.  In  addition,  she  serves  as 
an  expert  witness  in  medical  malprac- 
tice cases,  as  well  as  cases  that  involve  a 
defendant’s  sanity  or  competency  to 
stand  trial. 

Wills  has  worked  on  headline-grab- 
bing cases,  including  assisting  with  the 
infamous  Unabomber  case  while  she 
was  in  clinical  training.  Her  work  with 
young  women,  though,  is  the  most  satis- 
fying. “You  see  a lot  of  devastating  cir- 
cumstances,” she  says.  “My  favorite  part 
of  my  work  is  the  challenge  of  getting 
people  well.” 

— Louise  Kramer  ’79 
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Pieter  Johannes  le  Roux  in  a ceremony  in 
London.  According  to  the  announce- 
ment, Nancy,  an  owner  of  the  Screening 
Room  restaurant  and  cinema,  was,  until 
August,  the  senior  vice  president  for  oper- 
ations of  Madstone  Theaters,  a movie 
theater  company  in  New  York.  Her  hus- 
band is  a urological  surgeon  at  St.  Helier 
Hospital  in  London. 

Loretta  Armentrout  recently 
helped  raise  money  for  the  American 
Stroke  Association  by  training  for  and 
competing  in  the  2003  Kunitake  Farms 
Kona  Marathon  in  Hawaii,  as  part  of  the 
Association’s  Train  To  End  Stroke 
(TTES)  team.  In  addition  to  her  work 
with  TTES,  Loretta  is  also  an  active  vol- 
unteer with  the  Greater  Columbus 
Habitat  for  Humanity.  She  works  in  civil 
engineering  and  is  a resident  of  Lewis 
Center,  Ohio. 

Laural  Boone  is  pleased  to  return  to 
New  York  as  an  associate  with  the  law 
firm  of  White  & Case,  LLP. 

Deborah  De  Rosa,  an  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  English  at  Northern  Illinois 
University,  had  her  book,  Domestic 
Abolitionism  and  Juvenile  Literature,  1830- 
1865  published  by  SUNY  Press.  Deborah 
teaches  19th  century  American  literature, 
African-American  literature  and  women’s 


literature.  Praise  about  the  book  called  it 
“a  new  avenue  for  understanding  female 
abolitionism  and  children’s  literature.” 

Francesca  Giordano  Ferrara 
315  Birch  Parkway 
Wyckoff,  NJ  07481-2830 
201-560-1174 
francescaferrara@msn.com 


1 5TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Rebekah  Kaufman  and  her  hubby,  Nat 
Voorhies,  welcomed  their  first  child,  Eli, 
on  May  16,  2003.  Rebekah  says,  “Being 
his  mom  has  brought  me  more  joy  than 
I’d  ever  imagined!”  Alter  a seven-month 
maternity  leave,  Rebekah  returned  to 
work  as  an  associate  at  Morrison  & 
Foerster  LLP  in  San  Francisco,  focusing 
on  corporate  litigation.  “When  I first 
started  at  Morrison,”  Rebekah  reports,  “I 
was  surprised  to  find  that  Maria  Chedid 
was  a fellow  associate  whose  office  was 
only  a few  doors  away  from  mine.  Small 
world!!”  Maria  is  now  a partner  at 
Morrison. 

Amy  Keyishian  has  become  a pub- 
lished author  of  a teen  romance  series! 
The  first  book.  The  Real  Deal:  Focus  On 
This , was  recently  released  and  is  avail- 
able through  her  Web  site, 
www.amykaye.com,  and  Barnard  is  men- 
tioned in  the  story!  By  the  time  you  read 
this,  the  second  book,  The  Real  Deal: 
Unscripted,  should  be  out,  too.  Amy  also 
writes  for  Redbook  and  Cosmopolitan. 

After  1 2 years  as  an  art  director  in  the 
publishing  field,  Deborah  Rieders  left 
the  industry  in  2002  to  pursue  a career  in 
real  estate  at  The  Corcoran  Group  in 
Brooklyn  Heights.  In  February,  she  was 
nominated  for  Rookie  of  the  Year,  Broker 
of  the  Year  in  Brooklyn,  and  a member  of 
the  Multi-Million-Dollar  Club. 

I recendy  attended  the  biennial  Jewish 
Orthodox  Feminist  Conference  here  in 
New  York,  and  was  pleased  to  see  so 
many  alumnae.  Among  those  presenting, 
moderating,  and  organizing  were  Susan 
Bernstein  Aranoff  ’69,  Joan  Rezak 
SadinofF-Katz  ’62,  Elana  Maryles 
Sztokman  ’91,  and  Judith  Sambol  ’98. 

The  New  York  Times  announced  the 
partnership  celebration  of  Leah 
Kopperman  and  Rabbi  Valerie  Leiber 
at  Barnard  on  Jan.  18,  2004.  Leah 
reports  that  the  following  alumnae 
attended  the  celebration:  Lilliam  Alfaro 
’90,  Samantha  Black  ’88,  Sarah 
Weinstein  Dennison,  Sabrina  Fondren 
’88,  Jennifer  McGarrity,  Erin  O’Mara 
’88,  Helen  Pfcffer  ’87,  and  Tara  Polen. 


Also  attending  were  Eric  Alterman  CC 
’84,  Paul  Franklin  CC  ’89,  and  Reginald 
Hands  SEAS  ’91. 

Also  in  The  Times,  my  summer  camp 
bunkmate  Andrea  Lehman  married 
Nathan  Zucker  on  Feb.  28,  2004.  In  yet 
another  small-world  twist,  Nathan  hap- 
pens to  be  my  sister-in-law’s  cousin,  so 
while  I got  to  play  Aunt  Baby-Sitter,  my 
“freelance  correspondent”  attended  the 
wedding  and  reported  back  that  the  wed- 
ding, at  a country  club  in  New  Jersey,  was 
beautiful  and  Andrea  looked  terrific  and 
never  seemed  to  stop  dancing!  My  child- 
hood classmate  Leora  Mogilner  CC  ’89 
was  a bridesmaid,  and  my  sister-in-law 
also  spotted  Debra  Frank,  whom  she 
knew  from  high  school,  in  the  crowd. 

I look  forward  to  seeing  as  many  of 
you  as  possible  at  reunion! 

Jennifer  Florowitz 
225  W.  106th  St.,  Apt.  6-M 
New  York,  NY  10025-3631 
drjah68@aol.com 


Congratulations  to  Sarah  Imber 
Safdar,  whose  work  was  on  display  in 
the  Glen  Ridge  Library  in  the  Murray 
Imber  Memorial  Ar  t Gallery,  donated  by 
Sarah’s  mom  to  honor  her  late  husband. 
Mother  and  daughter’s  individual  works 
were  displayed  last  June.  After  graduating 
from  Barnard  with  a degree  in  architec- 
ture, Sarah  earned  a master’s  of  science 
degree  from  USC. 

Eliana  Dolgoff  Tretiak  writes,  “I 
got  married  to  a great  guy  in  July  2002 
and  moved  from  Washington,  D.C.,  back 
to  New  York.”  She  adds,  “I’m  enjoying 
living  in  the  city  again.  On  July  3,  2003, 1 
gave  birth  to  a wonderful  baby  boy,  Ban. 
1 am  currendy  on  leave  from  my  job  as  an 
international  tax  counsel  for  GE.” 

I received  a wonderful  note  from  Joan 
Yang  ’92,  who  says  her  boyfriend  had 
introduced  her  to  my  music  and  invited 
me  to  come  to  visit  them  in  Palau.  Joan  is 
working  for  the  attorney  general’s  office 
on  the  small  Pacific  island  nation.  I hope 
I can  take  Joan  and  Eric  up  on  that  before 
they  come  back  to  New  York.  My  second 
record  “drops”  in  2004  and  I’d  love  to 
make  an  island  visit  with  it! 

Amy  Correia 
87  2nd  Place,  Apt.  4-FS 
Brooklyn,  NY  11231 
amycorreia@earthlink.net 


Gals,  the  coldest  January  in  a while  has 
just  passed,  glory  be  . . . which  means  I’m 
writing  in  February,  days  are  getting 
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longer,  and  a new  issue  of  Barnard  is  at 
hand.  With  it  the  following  updates. 

Kristen  Hoescliler  O’Brien  was 
married  in  late  November  to  Terry 
O'Brien,  an  attorney,  whom  she  met  at  a 
high  school  reunion.  “We’re  now  living  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  I’m  still  the  director 
of  business  development  at  Minnesota 
Public  Radio.” 

Jen  Davis,  Zita  Lichtenberg,  and 
Abby  Safirstein  Parower  (who  had 
her  third  child,  Shira  Gayle,  in 
December),  all  attended.  Kristen  reports 
that  Jen  McQuade,  a surgeon,  recently 
gave  birth  to  Isabelle  Paris. 

In  a bit  of  housekeeping,  Kristen  notes 
the  position  of  class  treasurer  is  currently 
open.  If  you’re  interested  in  the  position, 
call  Cynthia  Yang  at  212-854-2009  or 
send  an  e-mail  to  cyyang@barnard.edu. 

Reina  Serafi  sent  word  of  her  Paris 
wedding  last  year.  Why  Paris?  “There  was 
no  real  reason  to  be  married  there,  except 
to  keep  things  interesting.  A hundred  peo- 
ple joined  us;  we  had  a ball. 
Honeymooned  in  France.”  Rema  and  her 
husband  live  in  Manhattan  and  she  was 
made  partner  at  the  accounting  firm 
KPMG  last  October.  She  sends  news  of 
Pamela  Solomon  Srebrenik,  married 
for  more  than  10  years  and  mother  of 
four  (three  boys — including  a set  of  twins! 
— and  one  girl),  in  Miami,  and  of 
Yolanda  (Yoli)  Delgado,  also  married 
for  more  than  a decade  to  Columbia  grad 
Fuzzy  Khosrowshahi.  They  live  with  their 
two  daughters  in  Chappaqua,  N.Y. 

I applaud  Jennifer  Plotnick 
Backer  and  her  brevity.  She  submitted 
the  following:  “I  am  taking  your  sugges- 
tion ...  married  Gregg  Backer  in  1997. 
Have  two  kids:  Garrett,  4,  and  Nina,  1. 
Live  in  Fort  Lee,  NJ.  Work  full  time  as 
account  executive  for  Jay  Strongwater  in 
New  York.” 

Victoria  (Vicki)  Beer  sent  a note. 
“Since  my  husband,  Ben  Berlin,  and  I 
were  married  in  January  2002,  we  have 
taken  many  long  road  trips  and  have  vis- 
ited all  48  continental  states.”  Last  July 
they  hit  Los  Angeles  and  visited  Ariella 
Aaron  Ives,  who  had  just  given  birth  to 
her  fourth  child  and  second  daughter, 
Meirav  Miriam.  Meirav,  who,  with  her 
sister  Devora  “will  make  wonderful  addi- 
tions to  the  classes  of  ’25  and  ’21,  respec- 
tively,” adds  Vicki. 

Nicole  Lamb  Ives  is  finishing  her 
dissertation  in  social  welfare  at  Penn  and 
lives  in  New  Jersey  with  her  sons  and 
husband. 

Robin  First  has  taken  a job  as  direc- 
tor of  development  for  Temple 


University’s  School  of  Social 
Administration.  Elizabeth  Freese  has 
moved  to  Austin  with  her  husband  and  lit- 
tle girl.  She’s  working  on  a master’s  degree 
in  religion  at  the  Episcopal  Seminary  of 
the  Southwest  and  doing  environmental 
advocacy  work.  Finally,  issue  42  of 
Visionaire,  run  in  part  by  Cecilia  Dean, 
was  published  this  winter.  The  limited  edi- 
tion album  pairs  specially  designed  scents 
with  corresponding  artworks. 

Sara  ivry 
86  Sterling  Place,  Apt.  3 
Brooklyn,  NY  11217 
718-398-2550 
saraivry@hotmail.com 


We’ve  had  so  much  new,  that  we’re  saving 
some  for  the  next  column!  Thanks  every- 
one for  writing! 

There  was  an  error  in  a previous  col- 
umn about  Anna  Patchias.  Anna  is  in 
the  process  of  completing  her  Ph.D. — 
she’s  expecting  to  complete  her  disserta- 
tion by  this  summer  and  to  defend  it  dur- 
ing the  fall.  The  column  incorrectly  stat- 
ed that  she’d  completed  her  Ph.D. 
already.  We  apologize  for  the  mistake. 

Carrie  Kayser-Cochran  has  been 
married  to  her  college  sweetheart,  Quinn 
Cochran  (CC  ’92),  and  living  in  the 
Denver  area  for  10  years,  where  she’s  a 
program  manager  at  Sun  Microsystems. 
Last  year  they  bought  an  art-framing  store 
that  Quinn  runs.  Carrie  is  involved  in  the 
new  Rocky  Mountain  Barnard  Club. 

Serena  Kappes  married  David 
Kachoui  on  July  12,  2003,  at  the  Mohonk 
Mountain  House  in  New  Paltz,  N.Y. 
Among  the  guests  were  Cheryl  Gaskin 
Bobini  ’93;  Jeana  Kwon;  Jamie 
Obstbaum  ’93;  Joanne  Sciulli;  and 
Claribelle  Bering  ’93.  Serena  writes, 
“Jamie’s  now  a member  of  my  family — 
she  married  my  cousin  Michael  Leonhart 
in  September!”  Serena  lives  on  the  Upper 
East  Side  and  is  a writer  and  editor  at 
www.people.com,  the  online  counterpart 
to  People. 

Aimee  Paniagua-Ryan  moved  with 
her  family  to  Rye,  N.Y.,  where  her  son, 
Jack,  just  started  kindergarten  and  her 
daughter,  Jaime,  will  start  kindergarten 
next  year.  She  finished  her  child  psychia- 
try fellowship  and  has  started  a private 
practice  in  Scarsdale,  N.Y.  She’ll  also  be  a 
part-time  ER  attending  physician  at 
Montefiore  Medical  Center. 

Ingrid  (Max)  Marcus  is  in  Sierra 
Leone  working  as  a criminal  investigator 
at  the  Special  Court  for  Sierra  Leone,  the 
war  crimes  tribunal.  She’ll  be  there  at 


least  until  late  2004.  Her  e-mail  address 
can  be  found  on  Barnard’s  online  directo- 
ry at  www.barnard.edu/ alum. 

Robyn  Bass  Lavender  and  her 
husband,  Brad,  welcomed  their  new  son, 
Jason  Scott  Lavender,  on  Oct.  10,  2003. 

Rebecca  Michaels  lives  in  Amherst, 
Mass.,  with  her  husband,  Peter,  and 
daughter,  Katie,  2.  She’s  the  marketing 
director  at  the  Holyoke  Health  Center,  a 
community  health  center  that  provides 
medical  and  dental  care  to  the  uninsured. 

Seth  and  Dana  Gelman  Keiles 
announced  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Rachel  Edan,  in  November.  Rachel  is  lit- 
tle sister  to  Maxwell,  3.  Dana  and  her 
husband  live  in  Mt.  Kisco  and  recendy 
bought  a dental  practice  in  Yorktown 
Heights. 

Tama  Kudman  moved  to  West 
Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  and  married  Brett 
Richman  on  Dec.  7,  2003.  She’s  practic- 
ing criminal  defense  in  Florida  and  is  an 
associate  with  the  law  firm  Lubin,  Volker 
& Olea,  P.A. 

Dawn  Zuroff  is  working  as  an  attor- 
ney at  the  Office  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel  in  New  York,  doing  mosdy  civil 
litigation,  with  some  criminal  prosecu- 
tion. She  is  married  and  has  a daughter, 
Shira.  She  mentioned  that  several  alum- 
nae from  various  graduating  classes  work 
at  the  office. 

Ellen  Senker  Muss 
1 2 Stanton  Circle 
New  Rochelle,  N.Y.  10804 
914-636-6492 
musspark@aol.com 

Nazneen  Rahman 
30  W.  87th  St.,  Apt.  3-B 
New  York,  NY  10024-3533 
nazrahman@alum.barnard.edu 
Class  Web  site:  www.tigerminx.com/bc92/ 


I received  an  announcement  that 
Katherine  Elizabeth  (Liz)  Cassidy 
was  married  to  married  Robert  Bruce 
Sutherland  Jr.  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  June. 
Liz  graduated  from  the  Yale  University 
School  of  Architecture,  lives  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  teaches  at  Keene  State 
College.  One  of  her  bridesmaids  was 
Ilomai  Kurrik  Jones. 

Debra  Markowitz  writes  that  she’s 
“happy  living  and  working  in 
Philadelphia.”  She  also  sends  her  con- 
gratulations to  Debra  Cohan  deFarcy, 
who  recently  married.  Lastly,  Sherlet 
Kurian  recently  passed  the  Pediatric 
Boards  and  is  now  a Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Pediatrics. 
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Life  in  Brooklyn  is  good.  I’m  busy 
teaching  and  mentoring  high  school  stu- 
dents. I have  a group  of  students  who’ve 
been  working  with  NASA  on  the  Mars 
exploration  project,  so  that’s  been  pretty 
exciting. 

Marci  Levy 
30  Woodhull  St.,  Apt.  1-F 
Brooklyn,  NY  11231 
917-626-1917 
marcilevy@lycos.com 


llOTH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

— 


Ellen  Wolintz-Fields  has  been  hired  as 
a full-time  rabbi  by  Congregation  Or 
Tikvah  in  Gurnee,  111.  Ellen  majored  in 
religion  while  at  Barnard,  and  concur- 
rendy  received  a bachelor’s  in  Talmud 
from  the  Albert  A.  List  College  of  Judaic 
Studies.  She’s  a member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Rabbis  and  also  serves  on  the  board  of  the 
Community  Foundation  for  Jewish 
Education  of  Metropolitan  Chicago. 
Mazel  tov  to  Ellen  on  her  new  position! 

Leila  Kern  '62  reports  that  Sasha 
Cohen  O’Connell  and  her  husband, 
Tim,  moved  into  a new  home  in  Acton, 
Mass.  Sasha  is  now  working  at  the 
Institute  for  Race  and  Justice  at 
Northeastern  University. 

Jennifer  Zahn  Spieler 
5125  Demarie  Court  SE 
Olympia,  WA  98501-5079 
jenzie23@hotmail.com 


- 


Congratulations  to  Nida  Stankunas, 
who  was  married  in  2002  to  Daniel  G. 
Schmedlen,  Jr.,  an  attorney,  at  St.  Ignatius 
Loyola  in  New  York  City.  She’s  in  her  first 
year  at  the  Institute  of  Fine  Arts  at  New 
York  University  pursuing  a master’s  degree. 

Claire  Brinberg  left  NY1  and  is  a 
producer  for  CNN,  working  out  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

Leron  Kornreich  is  a reporter  for 
News  1 2 New  Jersey  and  is  also  the 
author  of  the  critically  acclaimed  novel 
for  young  adults,  Ivory  Towers.  Leron 
began  writing  the  book  as  a senior  in  high 
school,  and  finished  it  at  Barnard — prob- 
ably while  the  rest  of  us  were  engaging  in 
mischievous  endeavors! 

Hye  Youn  Kim,  whose  name  was 
printed  incorrectly  in  the  winter  issue, 
tells  us  that  she  just  bought  a house  in  San 
Francisco. 

Some  of  you  in  your  e-mails  and  let- 
ters have  complained  that  I never  talk 
about  myself — I find  this  shocking! 


(chuckle,  chuckle).  So,  here’s  an  update: 
During  the  day,  I practice  corporate  law 
at  Cravath,  Swaine  & Moore  LLP  in 
New  York.  My  practice  includes  securi- 
ties offerings,  mergers  and  acquisitions, 
and  general  corporate  representation, 
typically  of  media  and  communications 
companies.  I’m  a member  of  the  board 
of  Opus  1 18-Harlem  Center  for  Strings 
and  am  on  the  faculty  of  Prep  for  Prep’s 
Aspects  of  Leadership  program. 
Between  winks,  I serve  as  a member  of 
the  communications  and  media  law 
committee  of  the  Association  of  the  Bar 
of  the  City  of  New  York.  I’ve  also  been 
selected  to  participate  this  year  in 
“Leadership  New  York,”  a program 
sponsored  by  the  Coro  Foundation.  In 
connection  with  that  program,  I’m 
working  on  a research  project  to  be  pre- 
sented in  April  on  New  York  City’s  infra- 
structure— some  of  you  may  be  amazed 
by  what  goes  on  underground  in  our  fair 
city.  So,  I’m  kind  of  busy  (and  overdue 
for  a vacation)  ...  but  not  too  busy  to 
receive  and  post  your  many  wonderful 
updates-  keep  the  letters  coming! 

Binta  Brown 
400  E.  54th  St„  Apt.  21-D 
New  York,  NY  10022-5175 
212-951-4503 
batnib@yahoo.com 


Darian  Latto  Greene  and  her  hus- 
band, Jeff,  welcomed  their  second  child, 
Daisy  Elizabeth,  on  Jan.  7.  The  family 
includes  older  sister  Skylar  and  they  live 
in  Freehold,  N.J. 

Ericka  Schnitzer-Reese,  a second- 
year  law  student  at  Northwestern 
University  in  Chicago,  reports  that  there 
are  several  other  Barnard  alumnae  in  her 
class:  Abigail  (Abby)  Fcibig  '00,  Melissa 
Erber  ’00,  and  Hannah  Waldron  ’01.  "It 
is  nice  to  be  around  fellow  Barnard  alums 
in  far-away  Chicago,”  she  wrote.  Ericka 
also  spent  some  time  with  Marcy  Brink 
’97,  who  was  in  Chicago  for  an  anthro- 
pology conference.  Marcy  is  ABD  at 
Stanford  and  is  researching  Sephardic 
Jews  in  Turkey. 

In  addition,  Ericka  tells  us  that  she 
and  Robert  Reese  were  married  on  July 
4th  at  the  Brooklyn  Botanical  Gardens  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y  Many  classmates  attend- 
ed, including  maids  of  honor  Arpita 
Patel  and  Amy  Blumenfeld.  Fellow 
Barnard  and  Columbia  alums  Stefania 
(Stefi)  Geraci,  Jennifer  Mathur, 
Vanessa  Primack  '97,  and  Tina  Hsiao 
Anderson  also  attended.  Barnard 


Professor  Rachel  McDermott  attended 
and  participated  in  the  ceremony  by 
doing  a reading. 

In  her  e-mail,  Ericka  brought  us  news 
of  many  of  the  guests,  reporting  that 
Arpita  is  a doctor  and  doing  her  internal 
medicine  residency  in  Boston  while  Amy 
is  a freelance  writer  and  was  married  in 
June  2002.  Stefi  is  a lawyer,  and  engaged 
to  be  married  in  December.  Jennifer 
recently  received  her  Ph.D.  in  psychology. 
Vanessa  is  a lawyer  and  is  engaged  to  be 
married  in  November. 

Finally.  Erika  Maresca  reports  that 
she  and  her  husband,  Robert,  welcomed 
their  son,  Jesse,  on  Nov.  18.  “Our  dog,  a 
pug  named  Bettina,  is  very  protective  of 
him.  When  he  cries,  she  tries  to  lick  him 
and  put  her  head  on  his  lap,”  she  writes. 
Erica  and  Robert  have  moved  to 
Newton,  N.J.,  where  Robert  is  the  new 
rector  for  a church.  Erica  is  on  materni- 
ty leave  from  her  job  as  an  IT  project 
manager  at  KPMG. 

Samantha  Nicosia  Rowan 
310  E.  23rd  St.,  Apt.  5-H 
New  York,  NY  10010 
646-602-1727 
sam_nicosia@hotmail.com 


Lots  of  new  babies  to  report! 

Megan  Kelly  had  a baby  girl, 

Aidan  Moreau  Bogues,  onjan.  14,  2003. 
She  has  since  returned  to  her  job  as 
head  of  production  for  the  commercial 
film  production  companies  Public 
Domain  and  Czarius. 

Rebecca  Epstein  Tolkoff  reports 
that  her  son  Abe  turned  1 on  Oct.  12, 
2003,  and  they’re  expecting  his  little  sister 
in  April  2004. 

Naomi  Sager  and  her  husband,  PJ, 
welcomed  a son  into  the  world  on  Aug. 
10,  2003. 

And,  Anneka  Norgren  and  her  hus- 
band, Luis  Garzon  (CC  ’95),  had  a baby 
girl,  Isabel  Alexandra  Garzon,  on  Oct. 
29,  2003. 

My  husband,  Tadd,  and  I had  a baby 
boy,  Noah  Isaac  Berger,  on  Dec.  2,  2003. 

In  other  news. . .Hilary  Reiter  has 
been  living  in  Park  City,  Utah,  for  two 
years,  where  she’s  the  communications 
coordinator  at  the  Park  City  Chamber  of 
Commerce  & Visitors  Bureau.  She  tells  us 
the  greatest  aspect  of  her  job  is  entertain- 
ing and  informing  journalists  while  they 
are  in  town  to  write  stories  related  to  Park 
City.  She  feels  fortunate  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  live  in  a destination  resort 
where  tourists  travel  great  distances  to 
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enjoy  all  that’s  offered  there.  She’s  there 
because  she  loves  to  ski! 

Celeste  Guzman  wrote  from  South 
Texas  that  she  was  married  in  September 
to  Michael  Mendoza  from  her  hometown 
of  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Her  closest 
friends  from  Barnard  were  there:  Jenn 
Schulte  ’96  was  maid  of  honor  and  junior 
bridesmaids  were  Xiao  Yin  Zhao, 
Nahla  Rajan,  Natasha  Persaud, 
Elena  Chan,  and  Jong  Moon  (Grace) 
Yang  ’99.  Celeste  is  living  in  Weslaco, 
Texas,  about  15  minutes  away  from  the 
U.S. /Mexico  border,  and  continues  to 
write  poetry  and  creative  non-fiction.  She 
writes,  “I  also  just  got  a NEW  job  as  the 
managing  editor  for  a brand  new  maga- 
zine targeting  the  professional  woman  in 
the  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas.  It  is 
called  Rio  Grande  Valley  Professional 
Woman.” 

Andrea  G.  Lane  Stein  and  her  hus- 
band, Glenn,  recently  bought  an  old 
Victorian  house  in  western  New  Jersey 
and  are  fixing  it  up  when  they  aren’t 
working. 

Catherine  Pajak  married  Bob 
Purcell  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  in  July  2003. 
She’s  finishing  up  her  MBA  and  plans  to 
graduate  this  May. 

Dana  Klein  Byrne  was  married  in 
January  2002  to  James  Byrne.  She’s  the 
human  resources  representative  for 
Cannon  Design’s  New  York  City  office, 
an  architecture,  engineering,  and  design 
firm  where  she  directs  recruitment. 

Alyssa  Mt.  Pleasant  hopes  to  finish 
her  dissertation  in  May  2005. 

Morgan  McGill  recently  wed 
Christopher  Clair.  She’s  currently  pursu- 
ing a law  degree  from  Indiana  University. 

Congratulations  to  all!  Keep  the  news 
coming. 

Ronit  Siegel  Berger 
551 1 Ettrick  Drive 
Houston,  TX  77035-4341 
713-283-5321 
rberger@alum.barnard.edu 


Happy  spring!  I can’t  believe  we’re  nearly 
halfway  through  2004.  I hope  it’s  been  a 
happy  and  healthy  year  for  you  all  thus 
far.  Here’s  the  latest  news  from  our  class: 
Rachel  Gall  writes,  “I’ve  been  working 
on  organic  vegetable  farms  since  gradua- 
tion, as  well  as  teaching  violin.  Anyone 
who  wants  to  know  more  about  agricul- 
tural work  opportunities  or  buying  local 
produce,  feel  free  to  write  to  me.”  (You 
can  find  Rachel’s  contact  info  in  the 
online  alumnae  directory  at 


www.barnard.edu/ alum.)  Farming  and 
music — the  multiple  talents  of  a Barnard 
graduate  are  amazing! 

Antoinette  Schindel  has  become  an 
associate  attorney  in  the  labor  depart- 
ment of  Meyer,  Suozzi,  English,  & Klein, 
a Mineola,  N.Y.-based  law  firm.  Her  new 
employer  is  a nationally  respected  leader 
in  areas  of  law  such  as  labor,  employment 
and  real  estate.  The  firm’s  managing- 
partner  published  this  comment:  “The 
hiring  of  Antoinette  Schindel  continues 
our  tradition  of  maintaining  the  highest 
caliber  of  professional  talent.”  Way  to  go, 
Antoinette! 

Deborah  Vaughn  Yadegari  was 

married  last  December  to  Steven 
Yadegari.  Deborah  is  an  associate  at 
Fried,  Frank,  Harris,  Shriver  & Jacobson, 
a New  York  law  firm.  Her  husband  is  also 
a lawyer.  They  had  a lovely  wedding 
announcement  in  The  New  York  Times. 
Congratulations! 

Writing  this  column  is  so  rewarding 
because  I’m  able  to  share  with  you  the 
professional  and  personal  accomplish- 
ments of  our  classmates.  Although  we’re 
scattered  across  the  country  and  the 
globe,  we’re  each  achieving  our  goals  and 
shaping  our  futures  in  many  different 
ways.  Please  let  me  (or  my  co-correspon- 
dent, Abby  Dye)  know  what  you’re  doing! 

Just  a reminder:  there’s  still  time  to 
make  a difference  by  pledging  to  The 
Barnard  Fund  before  June  30.  I’m  not 
sure  how  many  of  you  have  been  back  to 
Barnard  lately  but  walking  up  the  street  I 
always  find  myself  there  on  a lunch  hour. 
Our  campus  is  looking  great — the  build- 
ings, landscaping,  and  classrooms.  I see 
the  smiling  faces  of  young  women, 
intense  discussions  on  Lehman  Lawn, 
people  rushing  to  class,  and  know  our 
generosity  is  allowing  more  women  to 
reap  the  benefits  of  Barnard.  Your  sup- 
port is  appreciated! 

— SS 

Stephanie  Shestakow 
310  S.  New  Prospect  Road,  Apt.  1 1 -J 
Jackson,  NJ  08527-1906 
slshestakow@hotmail.com 

Abby  Dye 
1633  Bedford  Lane,  Apt.  7 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 
abbydye@alum.barnard.edu 

5TH  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Courtney  Greene  will  be  married  to 
Charles  Hess  in  September  on  Martha’s 
Vineyard.  Courtney  is  director  of  alumni 


relations  at  Walnut  Hill  School  in  Natick, 
Mass.,  and  Charles  is  a television  produc- 
er, writer,  and  editor,  and  the  host  of  XY 
TV’s  Common  Ave. 

Mousumi  Bhakta 
30  West  63rd  Street,  Apt.  29N 
New  York,  NY  10023 
646-331-9977 
mousumi_bhakta@hotmail.com 

Nina  Travinsky 
1222  12th  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94122-2312 
barnarddass99@yahoo.com 


Ashley  Burczak  received  a grant  to 
launch  the  New  York-based  Students 
Active  for  Ending  Rape  anti-violence 
program  on  college  campuses  across  the 
United  States. 

Allegra  Blackburn-Dwyer 
45-18  42nd  St.,  Apt.  2-A 
Sunnyside,  NY  1 1104-2921 
646-456-5387 


allegra@alum.barnard.edu 


Amber  Ludwig  reports  that  she’s  enjoy- 
ing life  in  Boston,  “but  the  cold  is  really 
getting  this  Texan  down.”  She  earned  her 
master’s  in  art  history  at  Boston 
University  and  recently  began  her  Ph.D. 
coursework.  Amber  is  a Presidential 
University  Graduate  Fellow  and  is  teach- 
ing the  intro  to  art  history  survey  course. 
She  attended  the  Julius  Held  Memorial 
Conference  at  Barnard  and  said  it  was 
both  informative  and  moving. 

After  two  and  a half  years  in  Dublin, 
Victoria  Sander  has  returned  to  New 
York  City.  She’s  thinking  about  grad 
school  and  excited  to  be  back  in  her 
hometown.  Alicia  Stern  reports  that 
Lauren  Alexander  visited  her  in  Paris 
last  summer  and  the  two  of  them  traveled 
to  Luxembourg,  Germany,  and  Belgium. 
Alicia  is  now  living  in  Washington,  D.C., 
where  she  works  as  a correspondent  to 
United  Press  International  and  UN  Wire,  the 
online  journal  of  the  United  Nations. 

Claire  Temin  is  in  her  second  year 
of  graduate  study  of  music  performance 
at  the  Steinhardt  School  at  NYU.  A 12- 
year  flutist,  Claire  accompanied  renown 
harpist  Elaine  Christy  at  the  Roscoe  Arts 
Festival  last  summer  in  Sullivan  County, 
N.Y  Suzanne  Dressier  is  playing  the 
role  of  Jennyanydots  as  a member  of  the 
touring  company  of  “Cats.”  Victoria 
Mack  starred  as  Eliza  Doolittle  in  the 
Shakespeare  Theatre  of  New  Jersey’s 
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Brigitte  Bradley 

Brigitte  Bradley,  who  taught  German  at 
Barnard  for  over  20  years,  passed  away  on  Jan. 
23  at  her  home  in  Augsburg,  Germany.  Born 
in  Poland  in  1924,  she  and  her  husband  moved 
to  Massachusetts  in  1947.  She  completed  a 
Ph.D.  program  in  French  literature  at 
Universitee  de  Strasbourg,  France,  in  1960. 
While  already  teaching  at  Barnard,  she  com- 
pleted a Ph.D.  program  in  German  at 
Columbia  with  distinction  in  1965.  She  was 
promoted  to  chair  of  the  German  department 
in  1 968  and  also  served  as  vice  president,  then 
president,  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  She  became  full 
professor  in  1974.  Through  the  course  of  her 
career  she  wrote  several  critically  acclaimed 
books;  articles  on  writers  such  as  Frisch, 
Kafka,  and  Rilke;  and  contributed  numerous 
reviews  to  the  best  journals  in  the  field. 

She  is  survived  by  two  daughters. 

— Erk  Grimm,  associate  professor  of  German 


Harriet  Wilinsky  Goodman  '27 

Born  and  raised  in  Boston,  Harriet 
Wilinsky  Goodman  was  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Charles  F.  Wilinsky,  a founder  of  Boston’s 
Beth  Israel  Hospital.  Described  in  The  Boston 
American  “as  chic  as  Parisienne,”  she  was 
admired  as  a stylish  department  store  execu- 
tive who  did  her  best  to  dispel  Boston’s  repu- 
tation as  a stodg>r  fashion  backwater. 

Goodman  joined  Filene’s  in  1943  as  fashion 
director.  After  World  War  II,  her  mission  was  to 
select  the  best  clothing  from  European  fashion 
houses  for  a discriminating  Boston  clientele. 

Recognized  in  1953  as  Boston  Business 
Woman  of  the  Year  and  in  1962  as  Boston 
Advertising  Woman  of  the  Year,  Goodman  was 
an  industry  icon.  She  married  Sylvan 
Goodman,  a lawyer  who  passed  away  in  1981, 
and  was  a consummate  teacher  who  remained 
young  until  the  day  she  died  (she  even  ran  a 
book  club  for  a number  of  years  after  she 
retired).  She  excelled  in  her  hobbies,  such  as 
bridge,  and  was  a charming,  feisty,  and  witty 
person  who  achieved  great  personal  respect 
and  legions  of  friends  of  all  ages  in  Boston  and 
Key  Biscayne,  Fla. 

She  will  be  remembered  for  her  strong  con- 
victions, capacity  for  new  experiences,  and  her 
innate  love  for  people. 

— Joyce  Kosh  Kaiser  ’57 


Tatiana  Greene 

Tatiana  Greene  was  born  in  Paris  in  1920 
and  began  her  training  in  Bruxelles  where  she 


mastered  English,  Flemish,  German,  Greek, 
Latin,  and  Spanish  and  studied  philosophy 
and  law  at  the  university  there. 

She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1941.  In 
1946  she  began  teaching  at  Barnard  and 
became  our  specialist  in  both  19th  and  20th 
century  French  poetry.  In  1972  the  faculty 
voted  in  her  inaugural  course  on  the  subject: 
“French  Women  Writers.”  She  took  her  doc- 
torate at  Columbia,  wrote  four  books  of  poet- 
ry in  French,  and  sent  friends  innumerable 
poems  typed  on  the  oldest  typewriter  on  the 
Upper  West  Side.  She  was  awarded  the  Prix 
International  des  Amities  Franchises  for  poet- 
ry by  the  Societe  des  Poetes  Frangais  and  the 
French  government  named  her  “Officier  dans 
l’Ordre  des  Palmes  Academiques.” 

Tatiana  retired  from  Barnard  in  1987,  and 
died  in  New  York  on  March  13.  She  was  a 
loving  wife,  devoted  mother,  and  doting 
grandmother. 

— Serge  Gavronsky,  professor  of  French 


1 924  Ethel  Quint  Collins,  Dec.  1 6, 2003 

1 925  Eleanor  Kapp  Darby,  Dec.  23, 2002 

1927  Harriet  Wilinsky  Goodman,  Dec.  28,  2003 

1 928  Gabrielle  Asset  Brieger,  Dec.  21 , 2003 

1929  Lenore  Moolten  Kopeloff,  May  15, 2000 
Elizabeth  Weber,  Aug.  1 0, 1 999 

1 930  Katie  Jaecker  Dexter,  Jan.  8,  2004 
Marjorie  Tallman,  Jan.  1 , 2001 

1932  Mary  Richards  Brink,  Nov.  16, 2003 
Nancy  Hunter  Crosby,  June  1 , 2003 
Rena  Dodd,  June  12, 2002 
Elizabeth  Jervis  Fincke,  Nov  20, 2003 

Dora  Breitwieser  Stoutenberg,  Feb.  18,  2004 

1933  Grace  lijima,  Jan.  26, 2004 
Madlyn  Millner  Kahr,  Feb.  24, 2004 

1 934  Alice  MacRae  Kissel,  Nov.  1 7, 2001 
Harriet  Roach  McDill,  April  20,  2003 
Frances  Rubens  Schoenbach,  Dec.  1 7, 2003 
Betty  Goldstein  Stone,  Oct.  1 7, 2003 

1 936  Dorothy  Becker  Clarke,  Jan.  1 1 , 2002 

1938  Felicia  Deyrup,  Dec.  15,  2003 

Ruth  Frankfurter  Lehr,  March  4, 2004 

1939  Jeanne  Paul  Heap,  April  14,  2003 
Helene  Salzmann  Mellor,  Oct.  3, 2002 
Doris  Ribett  Schmitz,  June  1 0, 2003 
Marie  Singer,  Feb.  5, 2004 


1 940  Ruth  Sedgwick  Chapman,  Jan.  1 3, 2004 
Doris  Myers  Fordham,  Dec.  25, 2003 
Margaret  Crespo  Staud,  June  1 0, 2003 

1 941  Elizabeth  Smith  Neill,  Dec.  26, 2003 
Marie  Mesrobian  Nersoyan,  Feb.  9, 2004 

1 942  Charlotte  Gabor  Du  Bois,  Jan.  1 7, 2004 
Mildred  Kolodny  Gottfried,  July  6, 2003 
Harryet  Willis,  Aug.  16,2003 

1943  Marcia  Freeman  Lesser,  Jan.  10, 2004 

1944  Frances  Edwards  Faris,  Feb.  3, 2004 
Marion  Mantinband  Himes,  June  13, 1999 
Jeanne  Lance,  Jan.  28, 1991 

Maria  Haller  Scott,  Nov.  2, 2002 

1 945  Jacqueline  Masciocchi  Anderson, 

Dec.  15, 2003 

Yelena  Albala  Gojich,  March  1,  2003 
Genevieve  Shook  Hallock,  Feb.  24, 2004 

1 946  Eleanor  Eckles  Kahn,  Jan.  1 6, 2004 

1947  Aline  Crenshaw  Desbonnet,  Feb.  18, 2004 
Clare  Stein,  Dec.  21,2003 

1948  Robin  Dunham  Smith,  Dec.  23, 2003 

1949  Patricia  Koenig,  Feb.  2, 2004 

1 952  Ann  Wells  Athanas,  Dec.  25, 2003 
Joan  McGrane  Egidio,  Jan.  24,  2004 
Marianne  Bardeleben  Vargish,  Dec.  1 6, 2003 

1 953  Marilyn  Silver  Glass,  Nov.  5,  2003 

1 954  Lois  filing  Fribush,  Jan.  1 , 1 966 

1 955  Adair  Warren  Brown,  May  8, 2003 

1 956  Audrey  Gordon  Strauss,  June  1 4,  2003 

1 957  Linda  Bublick  Ferguson,  Aug.  2, 2003 

1 959  Linda  Goodman  Klein,  Jan.  30, 2002 
Helen  Weser,  July  15, 1994 

1961  Cynthia  Ahlfors  Edwards,  Oct.  1,2001 

1969  Aliza  Kolker,  Nov.  7, 2003 

1 975  Patricia  Ann  Long,  Jan.  27, 2004 

1 976  Elizabeth  Lesman,  Sept.  25, 2003 
1 980  Jami  Morrone,  May  2, 1 999 

1 982  Eileen  Worthington,  Oct.  28, 2001 
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summer  production  of  George  Bernard 
Shaw's  “Pygmalion.”  Frances  Jeffery 
Abramowitz  '48  and  Nancy  Ackerson 
Kowalchuk  '48  report  that  she  gave  an 
outstanding  performance. 

After  graduating  early  from  Barnard, 
Audrey  Stegmayer  went  on  to  earn  her 
master’s  in  social  studies  education  at 
Teachers  College.  She  was  recently  the 
featured  speaker  at  the  Wednesday 
Morning  Club  of  Cranford,  N.J.,  where 
she  presented  a program  on  Cranford 
High  School  forensics. 

Haviva  Malina  is  a third-year  med- 
ical student  at  Albert  Einstein  College  of 
Medicine  in  New  York.  Haviva  and  her 
new  husband,  Steve,  live  in  Manhattan. 
Steve,  whom  she  married  in  November 
2003,  is  a cardiology  fellow  at  Mount  Sinai 
Hospital.  Lesley  Bark  married  First  Lt. 
John  Paul  Marzec  on  Sept.  6.  John  is  a 
Blackhawk  helicopter  pilot  and  a platoon 
leader  in  the  18th  Aviation  Brigade.  He’s 
stationed  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 

After  two  years  at  a small  lobbying 
firm  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Whitney  Tull 
has  moved  on  to  become  the  manager  of 
public  affairs  at  the  American  Society  for 
Microbiology.  She  reports  that  she  loves 
Washington  and  enjoys  the  new  job. 

Reunion  Chair  Samantha  Reeb- 
Wilson  was  recently  promoted  to  adver- 
tising executive  and  is  still  happy  to  be 
back  in  New  York.  If  you’re  interested  in 
working  with  Samantha  to  plan  Reunion 
2006,  please  contact  her  through  the 
alumnae  online  directory 

(www.barnard.edu/alum).  Samantha  and 
the  other  class  officers  are  currently  plan- 
ning a West  Coast  mini-reunion  and 
other  events  around  the  country  to  help 
classmates  reconnect  in  the  off-reunion 
years.  If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or 
organizing  an  event  in  your  area,  please 
contact  us  at  alumnae2001@yahoo.com. 

Erin  Fredrick 
3220  Connecticut  Ave,  N.W.,  Apt.  30 
Washington,  DC  20008 
202-494-5912 
alumnae2001  @yahoo.com 


Thanks  to  everyone  who  sent  in  news  for 
this  column!  Keep  it  coming! 

Soline  McLain  was  invited  back  to 
perform  in  her  hometown  of  New 
Orleans  as  lead,  Laura  Wingfield,  in 
“The  Glass  Menagerie.”  It’ll  be  the  fea- 
tured show  in  the  2004  International 
Tennessee  Williams  Literary  Festival. 
She’s  also  listed  as  an  original  cast  mem- 
ber in  the  recently  published  Samuel 


French  edition  of  playwright  Arlene 
Hutton’s  “As  It  Is  in  Heaven." 

Jacklyn  Salama  writes,  “I  have  two 
major  updates:  My  thesis  was  published, 
and  I got  married!  I actually  received  my 
copy  of  the  journal  and  reprints  in  the 
mail  the  Friday  before  my  Sunday  wed- 
ding, so  you  can  imagine  the  excitement.” 
The  article,  “Effects  of  Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls  on  Estrogen  Receptor-a 
Expression  in  the  Anteroventral 
Periventricular  Nucleus,”  appeared  in 
Environmental  Health  Perspectives,  the  journal 
of  the  National  Institute  of  Environmental 
Health  Sciences. 

Beth  Blacklow  has  been  living  in  a 
small  town  in  Ecuador  working  as  a Peace 
Corps  volunteer  in  health  promotion.  She 
finishes  in  October. 

Jennifer  Rogers  writes,  “I’ve  quit 
the  world  of  PR  and  am  super-happy 
working  at  the  ad  agency 
TBWA\Chiat\Day.  I work  on  the  A&E 
television  account,  and  our  New  York 
office  is  best  known  for  its  work  on 
Absolut  vodka  and  Nextel.  I’ve  been  here 
since  October  and  I love  it!” 

Nadine  Haobsh 
147  E.  81st  St.,  Apt.  4-E 
New  York,  NY  10028-1854 
212-734-9878 
nadine.haobsh@meredith.com 

1ST  REUNION:  JUNE  3-JUNE  6,  2004 

Erica  Phillips  writes  in  that  she’s  happily 
working  at  Columbia  Artists  Management 
and  often  meets  Patricia  Pierotti  for 
strolls  between  their  two  apartments  along 
Second  Avenue.  Patricia  recendv  moved  to 
the  human  resources  department  at 
Bloomberg.  Last  week  they  caught  up  with 
Laila  Shetty  and  Renee  Garcia.  Laila’s 
as  energetic  as  ever,  having  run  the  NYC 
marathon  and  working  as  a sales  represen- 
tative for  Pfizer.  Renee’s  pursuing  her  pas- 
sion for  the  law  at  Cravath,  Swaine  & 
Moore.  Nicole  Kaufman  has  made  her 
way  to  Wisconsin  to  study  sociology;  while 
Rachel  Cohen  is  studying  medicine  at 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 

Mia  Minen  is  doing  an  MPH  in  epi- 
demiology at  Columbia’s  Mailman  School 
of  Public  Health.  In  the  fall  she’ll  attend 
medical  school.  Christina  D.  Coiro  is 
studying  health  policy  analysis  at  the 
Wagner  School  of  Public  Service  at  New 
York  University.  She  just  finished  working 
for  Sen.  Clinton  in  her  New  York  office 
and  is  currendy  working  for  Gilda's  Club 
Worldwide.  Renata  Bystritsky  Scura 
has  been  working  hard  in  her  first  year  at 


the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Lav- 
School  in  Philadelphia  (along  with  Sarah 
Geiger;,  being  obscenely  litigious,  dab- 
bling in  fashion  photography  when  she 
can,  and  participating  in  activities  like  the 
law  school  musical. 

Sarah  Dankert  is  currently  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  teaching  English  to  elementary  and 
junior  high  students.  Laura  Mamelok  is 
living  in  Paris  and  earning  a master’s  in 
French  cultural  studies  (with  a focus  in  lit- 
erature) at  Columbia  University  in  Paris 
(Reid  Hall).  Florence  (Flo)  Low  was 
recendy  awarded  the  Soldier  of  Excellence 
award  at  the  completion  of  an  elite  com- 
mander’s course  in  the  Israeli  Defense 
Forces.  She'll  be  a basic  training  com- 
mander for  new  immigrants  who  are 
simultaneously  learning  Hebrew  and 
training  for  service  in  the  Israeli  military. 
Flo  moved  to  Israel  in  August  and  was 
warmly  adopted  by  Marcia  Rehmer  Gelpe 
’65  and  her  family. 

After  graduation,  Caroline  McHale 
spent  a couple  months  in  Barcelona, 
working  at  the  Fundacio  Antoni  Tapies,  a 
contemporary  art  gallery  and  research 
center.  She’s  now  living  in  Rome,  working 
at  the  law  office  of  Cleary,  Gottlieb,  Steen 
& Hamilton  and  will  attend  Fordham 
Law  School  this  fall. 

Hila  Ratzabi  lives  on  the  Llpper 
West  Side  and  works  as  a curatorial  asso- 
ciate at  the  library  of  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary.  Wendy  Fok 
works  in  the  creative  business  office  at 
Bloomingdale’s  on  budgets  and  forecast- 
ing for  the  visual  and  public  relations 
team.  Recent  accounts  include  a 
Bloomingdale’s  Soho  opening  in  spring 
2004.  Naomi  Fink  lives  with  Sarita 
Wright.  Naomi  loves  her  job  at  Sports 
Illustrated  For  Kids  as  a research  analyst  as 
a part  of  their  Logan  Associate  Program. 

Alexandra  Otto 
631  N.  Beachwood  Drive 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90004 
310-351-8816 
alexottol  @pa  cbell.net 
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of  an  accrediting  organization  that  itself 
is  overseen  by  the  federal  government.  In 
this  vast  country,  with  3,800  nonprofit 
colleges  and  universities,  our  decentral- 
ized system  of  oversight  works  very  well. 
This  proven  system  should  not  be  swal- 
lowed up  by  a one-size-fits-all  bureaucra- 
cy of  federal  control  control  that  will 
promote  the  homogenization  of  higher 
education  rather  than  sustain  its  rich  mul- 
tiplicity. Unfortunately,  as  I mentioned 
above,  a number  of  the  proposed 
changes  to  the  HEA  would  take  us  down 
that  damaging  route. 

The  multiplicity  of  educational  insti- 
tutions in  the  United  States  also  creates  a 
very  healthy  competitive  situation,  and 
keeps  quality  high.  In  this  regard.  I find  it 
ironic  that  the  very  politicians  who  oppose 
government  regulation  of  business  and 
industry — extolling  instead  the  self-regu- 
lation of  the  marketplace— are  the  ones 
promoting  heavy  government  regulation 
of  higher  education. 

Of  course,  higher  education  is  far 
from  problem-free.  The  biggest  problem 


ALL  ABOUT  HEALTH, 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  11 

leads  a discussion  about  assigned  readings 
on  subjects  such  as  stress  and  social  sup- 
port, prevention  and  lifestyle  issues,  per- 
sonality and  eating  behaviors,  pain  per- 
ception and  management,  and  treatment 
and  healing  settings.  The  discussion 
approach,  Woike  says,  is  not  to  test  a stu- 
dent’s knowledge  of  the  readings,  but  to 
encourage  her  to  think  critically  about  the 
ambiguities  of  each  issue. 

“We  survey  many  important  issues 
in  health  psychology.  I like  to  teach  the 
class  as  a seminar  because  as  my  students 


today  is  rising  costs— for  both  schools  and 
students.  To  sustain  the  quality  of  the 
education  they  provide,  colleges  must 
continually  upgrade  computer  systems, 
laboratory  equipment,  residence  halls, 
and  classroom  facilities.  To  attract  and 
retain  talented  faculty,  they  must  also 
spend  generously  on  salaries  and  benefits, 
especially  in  fields  in  which  they  are  com- 
peting with  high-paying  private  industries. 

Faced  with  rising  costs  and  reeling 
from  slashed  government  funding,  many 
public  universities  have  been  forced  to 
cut  their  academic  programs  to  the  bone. 
And  while  private  institutions  are  much 
less  reliant  on  direct  government  aid, 
they  too  have  been  hurt  by  the  shaky 
economy. 

Those  in  the  greatest  jeopardy  are 
America’s  students.  Tuition  at  money- 
starved  public  colleges  and  universities, 
including  community  colleges,  has 
increased  substantially  in  recent  years, 
shutting  out  many  of  the  young  people 
these  institutions  were  meant  to  serve. 
Tuition  rises  at  private  colleges  and  uni- 
versities have  slowed,  but  the  costs  for  stu- 
dents and  their  families  are  already  very 
high.  Needless  to  say,  at  both  public  and 


prepare  for  graduate  training  in  psy- 
chology and  medicine,  they  have  lots  of 
opinions  and  questions  about  issues  on 
the  interface  of  psychology  and  health,” 
Woike  says. 

Students  explore  methods  of  coping 
with  illness  and  improving  health  as  well 
as  the  links  between  personality  and 
health.  They  examine  the  relationship 
between  psychological  factors  and  recov- 
ery from  illness,  and  study  a specific 
research  topic  of  interest  to  them  in  the 
field  of  health  psychology  for  a paper  and 
a class  presentation.  These  topics  have 
ranged  from  eating  disorders,  heart  dis- 
ease, and  breast  cancer  to  seasonal  affec- 


private institutions,  most  students  are 
dependent  on  financial  aid  and  many 
graduate  with  substantial  debt.  Only 
recently  has  the  Bush  Administration 
considered  even  a minimal  increase  in 
the  Pell  Grant,  based  on  merit  rather 
than  need.  The  program  currently  has  a 
budget  shortfall  of  $3.7  billion. 

Further  aggravating  the  situation 
for  students  is  the  14-year-old  freeze  on 
the  maximum  amount  an  individual  can 
borrow  under  the  Stafford  and  Perkins 
loan  programs.  If  the  reauthorization  bill 
passes  without  any  changes  to  this  provi- 
sion, there  will  be  no  increases  in  the 
maximum  until  the  year  2010.  To  date, 
untold  numbers  of  young  people  nation- 
wide have  been  forced  to  borrow  stag- 
gering amounts — collectively  totaling 
more  than  $7  billion  from  alternative 
loan  programs  with  high  interest  rates 
and  no  grace  periods. 

This  is  what  needs  to  be  fixed.  As  it 
reauthorizes  the  HEA,  this  is  where  Con- 
gress should  be  focusing  its  attention  and 
the  resources  at  its  command. 


A version  of  this  article  appeared  in  the 
New  York  Daily  News  on  April  26. 


tive  disorder,  alternative  treatments,  and 
the  effectiveness  of  meditation  or  hypno- 
sis on  a person’s  health. 

“These  presentations  are  the  high- 
light of  the  class  for  me  because  I always 
learn  something  new,”  says  Woike,  whose 
research  examines  how  people’s  person- 
alities influence  their  perceptions  of  their 
own  life  experiences  and  memory  in  gen- 
eral. “The  issues  we  discuss  are  those  that 
concern  most  people.  New  research  find- 
ings come  out  each  year.” 

And  considering  the  nature  and  rel- 
evance of  the  course  in  today’s  health- 
conscious culture,  it  seems  the  students 
are  also  learning  something  new. 
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asked  to  be  the  first  Reform  Jew  on  the 
Netanya  Religious  Council.  This  came 
with  its  share  of  controversy — “Woman 
from  Brooklyn  Brings  Down  the  Govern- 
ment,” was  the  headline  of  an  article  in 
the  New  York  Daily  News.  Brenner  was  lat- 
er honored  as  one  of  the  most  influential 
women  of  the  year  in  Israel  in  1997. 

While  Brenner  clearly  found  her 
purpose  in  Israel,  for  others  the  move 
overseas  can  be  disorienting  profession- 
ally. For  Bruscagli,  the  lack  of  work  in 
Florence  hindered  her  well-being.  She 
eventually  found  her  niche  teaching  Eng- 
lish to  professionals  and  giving  Italian 
cooking  classes.  “Who  knows  where  my 
career  would  have  gone  had  I chosen  to 
stay  in  New  York.  But  the  more  relaxed, 
less  aggressive  atmosphere  here  allows  for 
a better  quality  of  life,”  she  says. 

“Professional  accomplishments  and 
success  for  women  seem  to  be  underval- 
ued in  Geneva,”  Dayton  says  about  her 
attempts  at  fitting  in  professionally.  “As  a 
woman,  the  fact  that  I was  interested  in 
pursuing  my  career  led  people  to  believe 
that  there  was  something  else  missing  in 
my  life.”  Dayton  eventually  navigated 
her  way  around  this  situation  by  setting 
up  her  own  freelance  writing  business. 

Houghton  also  had  difficulties 
adjusting  to  a professional  life  in  Slova- 
kia during  her  time  there  in  the  Peace 
Corps.  “I  was  a very  good  teacher  in  the 
States,  but  was  a pretty  mediocre 
teacher  in  Slovakia,”  she  says.  “I  never 
figured  out  how  to  properly  manage  a 
classroom  there.  My  students  were 
always  out  of  control;  my  lessons  always 
went  awry.  I rarely  agreed  with  my  col- 
leagues about  anything.”  After  two 
years  of  teaching,  Houghton  moved  to 
a non-governmental  organization  in 
Bratislava,  where  the  staff  was  used  to 
Americans.  Fluent  in  Slovak,  “I  fit  right 


in  with  the  culture  outside  of  work,  but 
I never  really  managed  it  at  work,”  she 
says.  While  she’s  proud  of  what  she 
accomplished  there,  she  realized  that  to 
achieve  professional  success,  she'd  need 
to  come  home. 

Now  back  in  the  United  States, 
Houghton  acknowledges  that  she  feels 
behind  her  peers  in  terms  of  achieving 
professional  and  personal  milestones. 
“It’s  like  I put  my  life  on  hold  for  four 
years.  On  the  other  hand,  the  experience 
was  invaluable.  I also  learned  that  just 
getting  ahead  professionally  isn’t  the  end 
ail.  I think  because  of  my  experience,  I 
take  more  pleasure  in  professional  devel- 
opment than  I would  have  otherwise.” 

Expat  Parenting 

Raising  content,  well-adjusted  chil- 
dren is  a challenge  for  any  parents, 
regardless  of  where  they  live.  But  over- 
seas, where  traditional  family  support 
and  a familiar  cultural  orientation  is 
absent,  parenting  can  often  require  a 
novel  approach.  Most  alumnae  are 
intent  on  imparting  a sense  of  their  own 
culture  and  those  of  their  host  countries 
to  their  children. 

Knobel’s  son,  4,  is  being  raised  Jew- 
ish and  Russian  Orthodox.  Although  it’s 
too  early  to  tell  if  he’s  bicultural,  lie’s  cer- 
tainly bilingual.  Shreve  and  her  husband 
adopted  their  daughter,  3,  in  Indonesia. 
She’s  being  raised  American  with  a 
strong  Indonesian  cultural  influence. 

Bruscagli  appreciates  the  Italian 
influence  on  her  way  of  raising  Lorenzo, 
16,  and  Elisabetta,  14 — even  if  it  comes 
with  some  extra  demands.  “We  have 
more  meals  together  as  a family  com- 
pared to  my  friends  back  home.  It’s  a 
huge  chore  but  sharing  meals  stabilizes 
the  family.”  To  help  her  children  celebrate 
their  cultural  diversity,  Bruscagli  started 
an  English-speaking  organization  that 
arranges  events  around  the  American 
holidays. 


Spending  the  summer  in  the  States 
and  attending  frequent  gatherings  with 
American  friends  in  Jerusalem  helps 
Eisen's  four  boys  reinforce  their  Ameri- 
can identity,  she  says.  “My  children  def- 
initely feel  very  American,  but  I also  see 
certain  behaviors  in  them  which  I con- 
sider very  Israeli.  Some  of  these  I see  as 
positive,  and  some  I don’t  really  care 
for.”  Eisen  and  her  husband  try  to  tread 
around  these  differences  by  reinforcing 
what  they  consider  the  positive  behav- 
iors of  both  cultures.  “It  might  be  that 
this  approach  keeps  our  children  feeling 
different  from  their  Israeli  classmates. 
But  at  least  until  now  it  has  been  impor- 
tant to  us  that  they  feel  at  home  in 
America  also.” 

Where  the  Heart  Is 

Feeling  at  home  versus  being  at  home 
is  a vague  distinction  but  one  that  goes  to 
the  heart  of  the  expat  experience.  “For  me, 
home  is  where  things  make  sense,  where  I 
can  understand  what’s  going  on  around 
me  without  having  to  intellectualize  it  all 
the  time,”  Houghton  says  from  her  home 
in  New  Jersey.  “Unfortunately,  having  been 
so  long  abroad,  things  here  don’t  always 
make  sense  to  me  now.  However,  I have 
reserves  of  strength  that  I didn’t  have 
before  and  I'm  slowly  working  out  how  to 
create  a new  home  for  myself  here.” 

Eisen  reflects  that  “at  different 
times  1 feel  different  ways  about  home. 
My  First  thought  is  that  home  is  my 
mother’s  house,  that  feeling  of  safety 
and  being  cared  for.  Sometimes  home  is 
simply  my  cozy  couch  with  a snuggly 
blanket,  and  a Fire  in  the  Fireplace.  And 
sometimes  I Feel  that  home  will  be  the 
place  where  I know  I will  be,  at  least  for 
a while.”  ® 


Linda  Ravin  Lodding  ’84  is  a freelance  writer 
and  public  information  specialist  for  the  United 
Nations.  She  lives  in  Vienna , Austria,  with  her 
husband  and  daughter. 
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in  overseas,  Alperstein  visits  with  stu- 
dents as  well  as  alumnae.  There  are  two 
high  school  study  abroad  fairs  that 
Alperstein  attends  each  year;  one  is  in 
London,  the  other  is  in  Paris.  At  the  fairs, 
she’s  joined  by  current  Barnard  students 
who  eagerly  give  out  their  e-mail 
addresses  and  telephone  numbers, 
“which  is  very  impressive  to  prospective 
students  and  their  parents." 

Having  current  students  at  these 
fairs  the  past  few  years  sends  “a  clear  mes- 
sage to  the  international  community 
about  the  priority  Barnard  has  placed  on 
international  education  and  international 
studies,”  Alperstein  says. 

She’s  on  the  road  a lot.  Last  fall 
Alperstein  went  to  Istanbul,  Budapest, 
and  Rome;  in  January,  she  went  to  Hong 
Kong,  Seoul,  and  Singapore. 

Since  students  who  are  not  U.S.  citi- 
zens or  permanent  residents  aren't  eligible 
for  federal  grants  and  loans,  attending  col- 
lege in  the  United  States  is  a costly 
endeavor.  To  continue  to  attract  these  stu- 
dents, one  of  the  strategic  goals  of  Presi- 
dent Judith  Shapiro  and  the  board  is  to 
increase  the  number  of  need-based  schol- 
arships available  to  them.  International 
students  are  allowed  to  work  for  pay  on 
campus  and  can  apply  for  the  same 
unpaid  internships  as  any  other  Barnard 
student,  and  for  internship  grants  from 
the  Office  of  Career  Development. 

The  College’s  affiliation  with  Thejuil- 
liard  School  at  Lincoln  Center 
appealed  to  Yumi  Cho  '04,  who  plays 
the  violin.  Through  a five-year  program, 
Cho  will  receive  a bachelor’s  degree  from 
Barnard  (economics,  in  her  case)  as  well 
as  master’s  degree  in  music  performance 
from  Juilliard. 

“I  wanted  to  study  something  com- 
pletely different  from  music,”  says  the 


native  of  Edmonton,  Alberta,  in  Canada. 
“I  really  enjoyed  high  school  economics. 
There  are  so  many  different  things  1 can 
do  with  an  economics  major.” 

For  Mercedes  Montagnes  '05,  who’s 
originally  from  Canada,  where  she  attend- 
ed a performing  arts  high  school  in  Toron- 
to, coming  to  Barnard  wasn’t  as  much  of  a 
leap  into  the  unknown  as  perhaps  it  was  for 
other  students:  Her  grandmother,  Lylias 
.Mien  Johnston  '23,  is  an  alumna.  Mon- 
tagnes, who’s  studying  this  semester  in 
Brazil.  India,  and  South  Africa,  says  that 
coming  to  New  York  had  always  been  her 
goal.  “I  love  the  liberal  arts  college  within 
the  larger  institution,  and  I felt  that 
Barnard  had  a progressive  curriculum  that 
was  trying  to  prepare  us  for  a diverse 
world.”  To  that  end,  Montagnes  and 
another  Barnard  student  helped  organize 
a conference  on  diversity  held  at  Barnard 
last  fall  (see  article  on  page  30). 

Adelle  Tilebalieva  ’05,  who’s  major- 
ing in  political  economy  and  is  a writing 
fellow,  was  at  Northfield  Mount  Hermon 
School,  a boarding  school  in  Massachu- 
setts, when  she  met  Fondiller  at  her 
school's  college  fair. 

“I  feel  very  grateful  to  be  here  at 
Barnard,”  says  Tilebalieva,  a native  of 
Kyrgyzstan.  The  daughter  of  two  United 
Nations  employees,  Tilebalieva  has  lived  in 
Kenya,  Pakistan,  and  Kazakhstan,  among 
other  places,  and  is  fluent  in  French  and 
Russian.  “The  main  attraction  was  that  it's 
a small  college  within  a larger  university, 
that's  in  New  York,  and  that  it  has  a close- 
knit  community.  It’s  a huge  benefit  being 
an  international  student.  It’s  great  to  have 
the  deans  there  for  you." 

A member  of  the  Women’s  Interna- 
tional Business  Council  at  Barnard,  Tile- 
balieva is  interested  in  a career  that  would 
lead  to  socially  responsible  investment 
(and  is  a member  of  the  Barnard  Com- 
mittee on  Socially  Responsible  Investing, 
which  works  with  the  College’s  board  of 
trustees).  “I’ve  been  disappointed  in  non- 


governmental organizations  as  actors  of 
change.  As  soon  as  you  get  the  right  busi- 
ness, you  can  get  more  change.  You  can 
empower  the  civil  society.” 

She’s  taken  full  advantage  of  the 
Office  of  Career  Development  and  intern- 
ship opportunities,  working  as  an  intern 
with  Human  Rights  Watch — where  she 
investigated  human  rights  abuses  of  Mus- 
lims in  Uzbekistan  -and  hearing  Henry 
Kissinger  speak  during  her  internship  at 
the  Council  on  Foreign  Relations. 

"I'm  very  happy  here.  The  last 
three  years  have  been  the  happiest  of 
my  life."  ® 


Merri  Rosenberg  ’78  majored  in  French  as  an 
undergraduate.  She  is  a freelance  writer  and  edi- 
tor in  New  York,  who  contributes  regularly  to 
The  New  York  Times  Westchester  section 
and  Education  Update. 

NO  SHORTAGE  OF  OPINIONS, 
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Perhaps  Anderson  of  Barnard’s 
Office  for  Multicultural  .Affairs  summed  it 
up  best:  “The  conference  has  the  potential 
to  make  a difference  because  it’s  making 
students  aware.  So  often  we’re  blinded  by 
our  tunnel  vision.” 

• ® • 

The  subject  of  minority  student 
achievement  was  the  focus  of  a conference 
in  November  of  the  leaders  of  selective  lib- 
eral arts  colleges.  President  Judith  Shapiro, 
speaking  at  the  conference,  said  that  liber- 
al arts  colleges  “need  to  move  toward  a 
closer  integration  of  the  academic  and 
social  sides  of  students’  experience”  and 
“involve  faculty  more,  in  ways  that  will 
seem  appropriate,  convincing,  and  com- 
pelling to  them."  M 

Jo  Kadlecek  wiites  regularly  on  issues  of  higher 
education  and  the  arts.  She  and  her  husband 
live  on  the  Jersey  shore.  This  article  onginally 
appeared  on  Barnard’s  I Yeb  site. 
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had  a lively  imagination,  and  I was  a big 
reader.  Acting  was  just  another  kind  of 
storytelling.  I never  thought,  ‘I  want  to  be 
a famous  actress.’  Stories,  other  worlds, 
and  imagining  other  places  and  other 
people — that  was  always  an  interest.” 

It  was  in  high  school  that  Graham 
realized  she  wanted  to  act.  When  it  came 
time  for  college,  she  wanted  to  go  to  school 
in  New  York  and  be  in  a conservatory  pro- 
gram, so  she  enrolled  at  New  York  Uni- 
versity. During  her  freshman  year,  when 
she  compared  her  experience  to  that  of 
her  friends  in  other,  more  academic  pro- 
grams, she  realized  that  she  was  missing 
the  benefits  of  a liberal  arts  program — 
namely  developing  an  analytical  way  of 
thinking  through  reading  about  a broad 
range  of  topics.  “You  do  get  a certain 
cross-section  of  literature  when  you’re 
studying  drama,”  she  says,  “but  I thought 
about  all  the  reading  I had  as  a kid  grow- 
ing up,  and  I just  missed  that  land  of  exer- 
cise.” So,  she  transferred  to  Barnard,  where 
she  majored  in  English,  sang  in  the  Colum- 
bia University  Metrotones  a cappella  group, 
and  performed  at  Minor  Latham  Play- 
house in  her  first  Shakespeare  play  (as 
Phoebe  in  “As  You  Like  It”).  She  also  saw 
a lot  of  live  theater. 

The  hard  work  she  did  at  Barnard 
prepared  her  for  the  grueling  days  she 
puts  in  now.  “Today,  I got  up  at  6 o’clock, 
I was  in  the  makeup  chair  at  7 and  shoot- 
ing by  8.  I’ll  probably  finish  about  8 p.m. 
tonight.  It’s  14  hours  usually.  Sometimes 
I get  a morning  or  an  afternoon  or  occa- 
sionally a full  day  off,”  she  says  matter-of- 
factly.  “This  weekend,  I presented  an 
award  at  an  awards  show,  so  I spent  four 
hours  in  hair  and  makeup,  which  is 
insane,  because  it’s  the  last  thing  I ever 
feel  like  doing.  So  there’s  a combination  in 
this  job  of  creative  work  and  commerce, 
which  is  dressing  yourself  up,  and  some  of 


that  is  fun  and  some  of  it  is  tedious.  But 
the  hours  here  are  pretty  long  and  the 
pace  is  really  fast,  unlike  a movie  set 
where  you  sit  and  wait.  On  TV  it’s  all 
about  getting  as  much  done  in  as  little 
time  as  possible. 

“I’m  stronger  from  having  had  this 
job,”  she  continues.  “I’ve  had  times  as  an 
unemployed  actor  where  it  was  all  1 could 
do  to  watch  ‘Oprah’  and  get  to  the  gym 
and  maybe  read  the  paper,  and  this  has 
really  taught  me  how  hard  I can  work. 
College  was  a little  bit  of  that  too.” 

In  between  college  and  “Gilmore 
Girls,”  Graham’s  life  may  not  have  been  so 
hectic,  but  she  certainly  kept  herself  busy. 
She  got  a master’s  in  acting  from  Southern 
Methodist  University,  had  guest  spots  on 
shows  including  “3rd  Rock  From  the  Sun,” 
“Caroline  in  the  City,”  “Law  & Order,” 
“NewsRadio,”  and  “Seinfeld”  (in  which  she 
made  Jerry  No.  1 on  her  speed  dial).  She 
starred  in  “Bad  Santa”  opposite  Billy  Bob 
Thornton,  played  Renee  Zellweger’s  best 
friend  in  “One  True  Thing,”  and  was 
Keanu  Reeves’  disenchanted  girlfriend  in 
“Sweet  November.” 

When  asked  to  name  some  of  the 
strangest  things  she’s  encountered  in  Hol- 
lywood, Graham  is  uncharacteristically 
silent.  For  a long  time.  A long,  long  time.  In 
fact,  she  realizes  she  can  barely  answer  the 
question,  because  too  many  things  are  pop- 
ping into  her  head.  Finally,  she  says,  “It’s 
weird  when  someone  is  trying  to  figure  out 
how  they  know  you,  and  I’ll  say  sometimes, 
‘Well,  I’m  on  TV)’  and  people  will  go,  ‘No, 
that’s  not  it,  because  I don’t  watch  TV)’” 
she  says,  laughing.  “And  I’ll  go,  ‘No,  I know 
that’s  how  you  know  me,  because  I don’t 
know  you.’  It’s  strange  trying  to  convince 
people  that  you  didn’t  really  go  to  summer 
camp  together.”  And  then,  there  are  the 
other  kinds  of  weird  encounters.  “One  of 
the  first  movies  I ever  did  [“One  True 
Thing”]  was  with  Meryl  Streep,  and  I’m 
still  recovering,”  Graham  says.  “It’s  strange 
to  be  part  of  something  that  you  once  only 


stood  on  the  outside  of.” 

Graham  is  definitely  in  now.  Last  July, 
Warner  Brothers  gave  her  the  opportunity 
to  start  her  own  production  company,  and 
she  just  sold  a pilot  to  The  WB  that  was 
written  by  a Barnard  friend  whom  she  met 
in  the  Metrotones,  Kathy  Ebel  ’89.  Gra- 
ham likes  producing  because  of  that  love 
for  storytelling.  “It’s  such  a relief  to  think  of 
other  stories  that  don’t  have  anything  to  do 
with  my  career  as  an  actor  but  are  appeal- 
ing to  me  on  their  own,”  she  says.  In  fact, 
she  seems  hungry  to  think  about  stories  that 
aren’t  related  to  her  acting  career — specif- 
ically ones  pitched  by  Barnard  alumnae.  “If 
I could  help  anyone  make  the  transition  out 
here — in  particular,  writers — writers  with 
scripts  should  feel  free  to  send  scripts  to  the 
company,”  she  says. 

Graham’s  company,  Good  Game,  is 
named  for  an  expression  in  her  family. 
“My  grandfather  was  a high  school  coach, 
and  the  biggest  praise  you  could  get  from 
him  was  ‘Good  game,  son!  Good  game!’ 
My  dad  was  always  saying  he  just  waited 
for  my  grandfather  to  say,  ‘Good  game!’ 
So,  it’s  sort  of  a joke  in  the  family  that 
that’s  the  highest  praise  you  could  give 
someone.  The  logo,  which  I really  love,  is 
my  grandmother  on  her  basketball  team 
in  college,  and  it’s  this  very  posed  picture 
where  she’s  in  a basketball  skirt  and  knee 
high  socks  and  she’s  holding  the  ball  at  an 
awkward  angle.” 

As  for  how  well  Graham  thinks  her 
game  is  going  so  far,  she  says,  “I  feel  so 
young  in  terms  of  this  show  and  some  of 
the  other  things  I’ve  done  and  where  I 
am  as  an  actor.  There  are  so  many 
things  that  I want  to  do.  I have  more 
opportunities  now  than  I had  five  years 
ago,  and  I hope  it’s  still  like  that  five 
years  from  now.”  ® 

Laura  Shin  is  a freelance  writer  in  Los  Angeles. 

She  writes  often  for  publications  including  the 
Los  Angeles  Times,  The  New  York 
Times,  Organic  Style,  and  Saveur. 
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BY  ROBERTA  COHEN  (KORN)  ’60 


The  Pink  Cadillac 

In  Memory  of  Lucille  Pollack  Nieporent  7 60 

In  the  summer  of  1959,  Charles  de  Gaulle  led  the 
Bastille  Day  parade  in  Paris  and  I danced  in  the 
streets,  in  a haze  of  red  wine,  holding  hands  with  a 
tall,  lanky  French  intellectual  from  the  Sorbonne.  I 
was  ecstatic.  I’d  planned  my  entrance  to  Paris  for 


more  than  two  years,  by  cultivating  an  intense  left-bank  look 
at  Rienzi’s  cafe  in  Greenwich  Village,  by  reading  political 
tracts  on  socialism  at  Barnard,  by  hanging  a poster  of  Mont- 
martre in  my  room,  and  by  pushing  books  around  Butler 
Library  to  save  up  enough  money  to  buy  a boat  ticket  to 
France. 

In  retrospect  I see  the  trip  as  an  antidote  to  the  big  cars, 
mink  coats,  and  diamond  rings  overwhelming  the  Grand 
Concourse  where  my  parents  lived.  In  a letter  home,  which 
my  father  saved,  I told  them  how  “stupendous”  it  was  to  be 
on  the  road:  “I  hitchhiked  through  most  of  central  and  west- 
ern England  ...  and  met  all  types — farmers,  truck  drivers, 
intellectuals,  middle-class  families,  aristocrats,  bums  ...  It  was 
interesting  to  hear  them  describe  Americans — rush,  rush, 
rush  to  keep  up  with  the  Joneses.”  “Money,”  I lectured  my 
parents,  “is  a means  to  living  and  not  an  end.  One  obvious 
example  is  the  English  cars— -small,  practical,  and  maneu- 
verable, using  only  a gallon  of  petrol  for  40  miles.” 

As  if  in  response,  my  parents  waited  for  me  at  the  air- 
port in  a pink  Cadillac,  their  newest  acquisition,  with  big  tails 
and  a black  top.  Not  only  did  this  make  me  feel  profoundly, 
even  painfully,  alienated,  but  it  also  caused  a practical  dilem- 
ma. How  could  I,  in  my  black  stockings  and  French  knot 
hairdo,  carrying  Finnegan’s  Wake  under  my  arm,  accept  a lift 
from  my  father  in  this  car  to  Milbank  Hall?  The  alternative 
was  an  hour-long  ride  on  the  subway  so  I cleverly,  or  so  I 
thought,  asked  my  dad  to  let  me  out  a block  away.  “No,”  he 
said,  “if  I give  you  a lift,  I'll  take  you  to  the  door.”  I guess  he 


figured  that  it  was  time  I accepted  who  he  was.  I was  nearly 
20  years  old,  and  there  was  also  the  small  point  that  he  was 
paying  my  tuition. 

It  was  not  until  40  years  later,  while  waiting  in  the  lob- 
by of  The  Columbia  College  Club  of  New  York  for  Lucille 
Pollack  Nieporent  ’60  that  this  all  came  back.  Having 
recently  rekindled  our  college  friendship,  Lucille  and  I were 
meeting  for  dinner  to  reminisce.  “What  would  she  remem- 
ber about  me?”  I wondered.  From  an  oversized  handbag  she 
pulled  out  a gift  that  she  said  could  only  be  for  me.  I could- 
n’t imagine  what  that  could  be.  Unwrapping  layers  of  paper, 
I came  upon  the  replica  of  a pink  Cadillac — pure  art  deco 
from  a show  in  East  Hampton.  I shrieked,  right  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  stuffed  leather  armchairs  and  portraits  of  distin- 
guished white  men  from  Princeton  and  Columbia. 

But  then  my  eyes  filled  with  tears.  My  father  died  in 
1987.  If  I could  spend  just  one  more  day  with  him,  I’d  hap- 
pily ride  around  in  that  pink  Cadillac.  It’s  in  his  and  Lucille's 
memory  that  a replica  of  the  car  now  sits  in  my  office  in  the 
Brookings  Institution  in  Washington.  It’s  part  of  the  inspi- 
ration I draw  upon  in  writing  my  articles  and  books  about  the 
people  in  the  world  who  are  dispossessed  and  have  no  father 
to  drive  them  to  school  in  a pink  Cadillac.  ® 

Roberta  Cohen  (Korn)  ’60  is  a senior  fellow  at  the 
Brookings  Institution,  specializing  in  humanitarian  and 
human  rights  issues,  and  a former  deputy  assistant 

Secretary  of  State  for  Human  Rights  in  the  Department  of  State. 
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By  making  a Reunion  gift  to  Barnard,  you  celebrate  the 
achievements  of  all  Barnard  women,  and  invest  in  the  next 
generation  of  inspiring  young  women  who  are  following  in 
your  footsteps. 

When  you  make  a gift  to  The  Barnard  Fund,  when  you  make 
a major  gift  or  a pledge,  or  when  you  make  a planned  gift, 
any  and  all  of  these  gifts  now  count  in  your  class  totals  at 
Reunion.  Not  only  do  Reunion  year  gifts  count,  but  also  those 
made  in  the  four  years  leading  up  to  Reunion. 


eunion  is  a time  of  reconnection  and  reflection.  We  reconnect 
/ith  classmates  and  rejoice  in  their  accomplishments — and  we 
eflect  upon  our  own  successes,  values,  and  expectations. 


Every  gift  you  make  is  important,  because  every  gift  counts. 
Celebrate  the  accomplishments  of  all  Barnard  women — past, 
present,  and  future — when  you  make  a gift  at  Reunion  time. 


£at,  thivtfa  omcC  &e  mevitf,  at  the  ^Sawa/ict  l^cua-ian/ 

M alumnae  asie  (welcome  fo  netunn  (June  3 — 6 fan  Reunion  2004 f 

Highlights  Include: 


^^UMNAEjlyHie-' 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  3 

7 PM  ALUMNAE  OF  COLOR  DINNER 

8 PM  CURTAIN  FOR  A SELECTION  OF 

BROADWAY  SHOWS 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  4 

2 PM  FACULTY  LECTURE: 

ROSALIND  ROSENBERG, 

PROFESSOR  OF  HISTORY, 

ON  "WOMEN  AT  THE  GATES: 

HOW  BARNARD  CHANGED  COLUMBIA” 
6:30  PM  CLASS  COCKTAIL  PARTIES 
AND  DINNERS 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  5 


lO  AM 


1 1 :30  AM 


3 PM 


7:30  PM 


PANEL  DISCUSSION:  “WHAT  KIND  OF 
MESSAGE  IS  THE  UNITED  STATES 
SENDING  ABOUT  HUMAN  RIGHTS  HEF 
AND  ABROAD?” 

DANCE  THEATRE  OF  HARLEM 

PERFORMANCE 

THE  MOTH, 

AN  URBAN  STORYTELLING  EVENT, 
HOSTED  BY  SUSAN  STAMBERG  ’59 
REUNION  GALA:  HONORING  JOAN 
RIVERS  AND  JHUMPA  LAHIRI  ’89 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  PLEASE  CALL  1 .800.869.5061  OR  CHECK  OUR  WEB  SITE 


WWW.BARNARD.EDU/ALUM.  YOU  MAY  REGISTER  ONLINE. 


